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A Note From Our Pastor

Worship is the thing that makes the church the church. 

Congregations like ours are engaged in important mission
and service projects in the community, like Rise Against
Hunger, or the DUMA Food Pantry or Meals on Wheels.
Programs and projects like these make a huge impact in the
lives of our neighbors and our world: they feed people who are hungry,
they provide care for people who are in need. But if all we ever did were
mission and service projects then we’d be no different than the many other
service organizations in our area, like the Shriners or the Rotary Club. What
sets a church apart is the regular communal worship of God.

http://www.fpcdunn.com


In the same way, congregations like ours gather together for dinner and for
fellowship. We have fun events like Easter Egg Hunts and Talent Shows.
Events like these are important because they build community. They
strengthen our relationships with others and bring joy into our lives. But if
all we ever did were fun and fellowship events, then we’d be no different
than a social club. Again what sets a church apart is the regular communal
worship of God.

In the life of our congregation, I’ve been looking forward to this month for a
while, not simply because the mad rush of Easter has subsided, but
because our calendar is packed with exciting ways to engage in worship
as a church, where I get to step out of the pulpit and worship with you.

First, this coming week will be Youth Sunday. I’ll be taking the robe off for
once and handing the reigns of over to the students of our Youth
Fellowship. I’m always excited for the creativity and energy they bring to
worship. It is not only a chance for our youth to grow deeper in their
understanding of what it means to worship, but also for our congregation
to expand our understanding of what it means to worship as well, as our
youth lead us in new directions.

This Youth Sunday will be particularly special, as we will be welcoming 11
middle schoolers into full membership in our church as they are confirmed
in their faith, having completed our year long confirmation class. Teaching
this class has been a great joy for me over the past year, and I’m proud of
what each of these young people will have to offer to our church.

Then on May 6th we will be celebrating our annual Choir Sunday. We will not
only be hearing special selections from our Sanctuary Choir, but also from
our Youth and Children’s Choirs. As always, I expect that it’ll be a wonderful
celebration of the many gifts of music in the life of the church. 

But just like our Youth Sunday, this Choir Sunday will also be particularly
special, as we will be dedicating our new hymnals. Our new copies of Glory
to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal have arrived and are ready to go, and
we’ll be singing with them for the first time on Choir Sunday. Both Kristen
and I are very excited about the many new possibilities this hymnal will
bring us in worship.

I hope you’ll join us for worship on both these occasions. I, for once, will be
sitting in the pews with you instead of up front!

Peace and Grace

Rev. Howard Dudley

A Music  Mome ntA Music  Mome nt

I had hoped that we would have avoided the usual sprint from the
parking deck to the performance hall, but there we were again
racing to the door. We made it to the entrance, only to let others go
ahead of us, because I could not pull up the digital tickets on my



phone. My teenagers rolled their eyes and finally came to my
rescue with their savvy phone skills.  

Then, there was the mandatory trip to the restroom. No debate,
just go and try. This a “must-do” in the mother’s manual. Every
mother knows this, and eventually the kids catch on or they get
smart enough to comply which somehow speeds things along. 

Now, to find our section. We could wait for the elevator or take the stairs two at a
time.  We split up—probably not our smartest move. Two waited for the elevator,
and the other two skipped up the stairs. Ironically, we all made it to the correct floor
at the same time. The very second that the house lights went black we flung open
the doors to the performance hall. We had made it just in time to get a glimpse of
our seats before everything went black. Of course, the seats were right in the
middle of the center section. Grabbing each other’s arms for we could literally see
nothing since the house lights were abruptly turned off upon our grand entrance,
we moved in the general direction of our seats.  It was either wait until the opening
number had concluded or it was right now—make a leap for the seats. We
unanimously made a leap—into the darkness, over the top of a few, and right on
top of others. “Excuse me, pardon me, oh dear, I am so sorry,” each of us chanted
our continuous list of apologies as we genuinely tried to avoid the toes of the
sweet and innocent weirdos who were actually there early for the concert.
(Weirdos are people who allow time for travel and traffic and do nothing on
Sundays except sleep late, drink coffee….and honestly, I don’t know what else…
maybe drive leisurely with friends to an afternoon concert. Who can actually do
this?) At any rate, there we were--the four of us had made it to the concert. We
breathed a sigh of relief and secretly hoped that no one could positively identify
us. Within minutes we were swept away by the beautiful music, and none of us
dared looked to our left or right. Eyes straight ahead, children.

You can always count on late running folks to step on more toes than a
preacher. So you might want to leave the aisle seats available. We are expecting
lots of people on Youth Sunday, April 22nd. The youth will be conducting the
worship service. You will be hearing a flutist, a host of strumming ukuleles, singers,
and various ones playing the piano and organ. It will be a beautiful worship
experience that you will not want to miss. If you arrive just as the service begins,
we will slide to the middle. 

1 Timothy 4:12   
Let no one despise your youth, but set
the believers an example in speech and
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.

Who is Youth/Confirmation Sunday Really for Anyway?

On April 22nd, around 30 Middle and High School students will lead the congregation
in worship as we continue an annual tradition called Youth Sunday. In addition, 11 of
these young people we be presented to the congregation for Confirmation. What a
blessing to have such a large number of youth! After all, “Children are the Future of
the Church”. Right? It’s a statement often made by the adult members of a
congregation. But this statement is only partially correct. Such a sentiment seems to
indicate that young people are not YET part of the church but will be eventually. In



truth, children are the PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE of the church. On the very day
they were baptized, you made a promise to help raise these young people in the
Christian faith, and some portion of your personal history over the past 12 to 18 years
has been invested in bringing these youth to this day. Think you didn’t do much?
Maybe you were never their teacher or leader, but your presence in the same pew
each week taught them faithfulness. Seeing you drop change in the offering plate
demonstrated stewardship or in the 2 Cents-a-Meal bucket showed them the
importance of caring for God’s people. Singing in the choir enriched the messages
they heard. This congregation has financially supported their spiritual growth through
youth programs and summer conferences. Yes, the children have been a vital part of
our past. They have given us purpose.

Now, here we are in the present and our youth are preparing their hearts, their voices
and their words to share a message in sermon and song with the congregation on
Youth and Confirmation Sunday. So blessed to be skilled in musically diverse talents
and intellectual gifts of speech and discernment, they are making ready to lead the
worship service on April 22nd. But why? Will they do so just because it is expected or
required? Because they are proud of their abilities? Will they go through the
Confirmation process because “it’s the thing to do” at that age? If only you could read
their Statements of Faith and sit in on their conversations during Confirmation class or
as they prepare their sermons for Youth Sunday, you would realize that they have
been questioning their faith and coming to understand what they believe in order to
make it their own. So who is Youth Sunday and Confirmation Sunday really for? Listen
and watch carefully. It will be a Sunday in which they will not just be confirming their
own faith; they will be confirming and validating your role in getting them to this
present moment in time. Sunday, April 22nd will be Confirmation Sunday for ALL OF US
at First Presbyterian Church.

And what about the future? The Youth are already at work ensuring the future of this
church. If you look around, you’ll notice them at work in the nursery, assisting the
younger ones at the Advent Workshop, hiding Easter Eggs for the hunt, running Fall
Festival games, and leading activities at Vacation Bible School. These may seem to be
trivial tasks, but they are making connections and building bonds that will last long
into the future. The youth of this church are already becoming role models for the next
generation and passing along love for God and his people which they learned from
you in the past.

Always Blessed by You,

Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

From the Weekday School
Celebrating Dr. Seuss, St Patrick’s Day, Easter
parties, and school pictures were highlights of
March for our Weekday School.

Mother’s Morning Out also studied the color
green and planted flower seeds. They
enjoyed books about spring and their Easter



crafts.

The 2 and 3 day classes continued their study
of alphabet letters, studied the shape of the
heart and diamond, and the colors green and
yellow. Silly Sock Day was fun too!

Community Helpers and Careers was a big
them for the 5 Day Class during March. Their
Silly Science activities were Magnificent
Magnets and Seat Belt Safety.

The 2, 3, and 5 day classes are also preparing for the Weekday School Spring
Program on April 22nd at 3:00 pm. All church members are invited to attend
this enjoyable event where our classes “show off” their talent.

April 17th - Red Cross Blood Drive

April 22nd - Youth & Confirmation Sunday

April 22nd - Weekday School Spring Program

May 6th - Choir Sunday

May 6th - Senior Banquet

May 16th - Pig Pickin' & Talent Show

May 18th - Annual Golf Tournament



Schedule Your Donation Appointment Here!

Prayer Concerns

Amy Bass
Margaret Beasley

Family of Chris Byrd
Crystal Dowd

Brigid Edwards

Ed Lewis
Linda McCaskill
Margie McDuffie
Donnell Newkirk

Marty Parker

http://www.redcrossblood.org


Joe Giles
Keilah Goff

Butch Raynor
Gloria Ryals



Interested in upcoming events at FPC?
Be sure to check out our online calendar on the

church website! 

Nursery Attendants

April 22
Harry & Betty Byrd

Brian & Heather Foster

April 29
Jason & Morgan Colmenero

Jerry & Regina Rawls

May 6
Travis Strickland & Amanda Norris

Charlie & Beth Stevens

May 13
Jason & Millie Jones

Casey & Melissa Kerley

May 20
Kevin & Amanda Allen
Matthew & Carrie Smith

Acolytes
April 22 - Whitley Turner
April 29 - Palmer Foster

May 6 - Sydney Bradham
May 13 - Cole Stevens
May 20 - Nash Warren

Deacon Greeters

(April)
Patsy Williams

Claudette Green
Morgan Colmenero

(May)
Natalie Turner

Melissa Stevens
Jackye Sholar

Elder at the Door
April 22 - Tilghman Pope

April 29 - Heather Williams
May 6 - Matthew Smith

May 13 - Matthew Smith
May 20 - Bill Lasater
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STAY CONNECTED
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