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A Note From Our PastorA Note From Our Pastor

It was April of 2016, three years ago this month, that I was first brought to
Dunn by our congregation’s Pastor Nominating Committee, and extended
the call to become your pastor, at the time, I was serving in Oxford,
Mississippi as the campus minister for the Presbyterian Church (USA) at the
University of Mississippi (known to most as Ole Miss). 

I didn’t know it at the time, but three folks from our church, including Gina
Warren and Kirkland Stewart, had just returned from Oxford, Mississippi where they’d
been trained with Living Waters for the World, and organization that teaches and equips
congregations like ours to install water purification systems all over the world in villages
and communities where clean water is inaccessible. 

I am deeply familiar with Living Waters for the World. Their training facility is located at
Oxford’s Camp Hopewell, a Presbyterian Camp where I served on the board and
volunteered as a summer camp pastor. My wife Meg trained with Living Waters for the
World and led a mission trip to Guatemala with her former congregation in Mississippi.
I’ve always thought a lot of the program.

This week four more dedicated servants from our congregation—- Anne Johnson, Katie
Dickens, Heather Foster and Laura Yarborough—- are currently in Oxford, training with
Living Waters for the World as well. A plan is forming to send a mission team to Haiti
sometime this coming winter (trust me, having been to Haiti three times, you don’t want to



go in the warmer months). Years ago, while I was still living and serving in Oxford, First
Presbyterian of Oxford, MS installed a clean water system in Bongnotte, and have been
looking for a church to partner with to install a second system in the village ever since.
It’s our hope that if the way be clear, our congregation may become that partner church. 

I’m deeply excited about this possibility for more than one reason. 

First, giving people access to clean water is one of, if not the best basic way to improve
health and quality of life, and even though Jesus said “when I was thirsty, you gave me
something to drink,” it’s easy to forget that there are still plenty of people in our world—
way to many, in fact—- who very much live lives of thirst. 

But second, I’m also amazed and thankful for the way God makes our paths cross to
bring about transformation in this world. When God called us to Dunn three years ago, I
imagined that I’d stay in touch with my church family in Mississippi, but I never imagined
I’d be returning with folks from my new church family, looking at ways we can continue to
do ministry together and further God’s kingdom all around the world. It’s a deep reminder
that the Holy Spirit is always at work among us, in ways we can’t always visualize. 

As our Living Water team returns and comes together, (Anne Johnson, Katie Dickens,
Heather Foster, Laura Yarborough, as well as Gina Warren and Kirkland Stewart, who
were trained in 2016) my prayer for us as a congregation is that we might open our eyes
and ears for what the Holy Spirit is doing through us as a congregation, and where God
is sending us. If we are to take on these international mission efforts, we’re going to need
the gifts of our entire church on board, even in small ways. I suspect that God has a role
for all of us play in making this happen.

Peace and Grace

Rev. Howard Dudley

News From the DCENews From the DCE

John 6:9 “There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two
small fishes: but what are they among so many?”

IN GOD THERE IS ALWAYS ENOUGH

Youth Fundraiser, Summer Conferences, and Golf Tournament
I wish to express my appreciation to all who have made contributions to the
Youth Summer Conferences at Massanetta and Montreat through participation in the
MONEY WALL, the Youth Spaghetti
Fundraiser, and Silent Auction that were held on Sunday, March 17th. Thank you to
those donated auction items and/or placed bids on auction items. A special thanks to
Chris and Cindy Smith for providing the pasta and to all the youth, parents and advisors
who prepared food, set up tables, cleaned up, and ran the auction. You’ll notice that the
MONEY WALL is still located in the hallway behind the sanctuary. This is an ongoing
project, and contributions can still be made for the next few weeks. We’re trying to clear
the board by the end of May. 

At this point, we will be sending 9 to the Massanetta Middle School Conference June 20-
23rd and 28 to the Montreat Youth Conference July 7-13th. This is a significant increase
from last year’s number of youths. The support that you have given has put us well on
our way to helping Youth offset some of their registration, meal, and housing expenses.
Your generosity is so greatly appreciated.

Our next project to support the summer conferences will be the Annual Church Golf
Tournament on April 26th. We need as many teams signed up to play as possible. A
sheet for signing up your team has been placed on the office bulletin board. You may
contact Will Gage for further information about entry fees, sponsorships, etc. And if any
business would like to sponsor a hole for $100, we will place a sign about your business
near one of the tee boxes. Contact Dena Bradham to sponsor a hole.



Youth Sunday
Have you ever asked yourselves, “What is the value in supporting youth programs? After
all they are just youth and have so little to give in return to the church.” Well, if you were
in attendance for worship on Sunday, April 7th, you got your answer. You would know
what a blessing our youth are to this congregation. As the middle and high schoolers led
worship in music and word on that Youth Sunday based on the scriptures from John 6: 1-
14, the feeding of the 5,000 with gift of 5 loaves and 2 fish from a young child in the
crowd, we came to realize that God can take anyone’s seemly small gifts and make them
enough to accomplish great things. Thanks be to God for the gifts of our youth to this
church and for the leadership of Kristen and the youth advisors.

JAM, JELLYs and EGGS!
Sounds like breakfast HUH? As much as I love a good breakfast (especially served for
dinner), on April 10th this combination was a heaping helping of service, outreach and
fun for our adults and kids. Wiley Pope and the deacons sponsored an evening of Egg
Stuffing for the Foster Care Program and our own Annual Egg Hunt. We had such a
great turn-out for that Wednesday event that we were able to stuff candy into over 1200
eggs for the Foster Care Kids and around another 1000 for our kids in less than 30
minutes.

Despite the weather and an early Spring Break schedule for school kids, we had a really
good number of children and parents from our church, preschool, and the community
participating the Annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 14th. Pastor Howard shared the Easter
story and music with the kids, we made crafts and played games, petted the bunny, and
of course, hunted eggs (indoors). We wrapped it up with a delicious meal of hot dogs.
The Christian Ed Council sponsored the event with several adult and youth volunteers
who assisted with the activities. Thanks to all who came for making it a great day.

During March, the JAM kids learned about the Ten Commandments—different ways they
are worded in various version of the Bible and the ways that they apply in daily life. On
March 24th the JAM chimes and bells played Were You There as the introit. The JELLYs
will sing and the JAM kids will play bells on Choir Sunday, May 5th.

Graduate Recognition Sunday and Senior High Banquet
Graduate Recognition Sunday will be Sunday, May 19th. Please be sure to send in
graduation information to denafpc@gmail.com. We include graduates of high school,
college, 2 and 4-year degrees, professional schools, etc. The following is needed: 

Graduate’s name
Parent’s names (spouse if married)
School graduating from
Degree earned
Future plans.

Graduates are invited to wear their regalia and to process in during worship. Please
send in graduate information even if the graduate doesn’t plan to attend the service.
We’d love to include them in the bulletin insert. We’ll have Lemonade on the Lawn after
the service.

On the evening of May 19th, the Women of the Church will sponsor the Senior High
Banquet for our high school graduating seniors. Please be alert to further information to
come.

A Music MomentA Music Moment

“Blessed are You O Lord, our God, King of the Universe,
Creator of the fruit of the vine.”  

This ancient Jewish prayer, recited by Jesus before distributing the
Passover wine to His disciples is the text of the concluding song of Ruth
Elaine Schram’s Living Last Supper.  Come hear the chanting of this century-
old prayer as the disciples share their personal thoughts on following
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Jesus. You will have a front row seat into one of the most tender moments in the life of
Christ with his disciples as He presents Himself as the Passover Lamb. This powerful
worship experience for the congregation, guests, and presenters will be held on
Thursday, April 18th  at 7 pm in the sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church of
Dunn. Do not come alone, bring someone with you.

The presenting of Schram’s musical and dramatic work has become a Maundy Thursday
tradition at First Presbyterian Church of Dunn. The musical was recommended several
years ago by Pamela Kelly, professional violinist and member of First Presbyterian. Anne
Johnson, who was already envisioning a special service for the upcoming Maundy
Thursday service, took the score and went to work casting and coaching the disciples as
well as taking care of a host of other details to make the presentation beautiful and
meaningful. The choir began to internalize the melodies and harmonies, and the strings
came in to put the finishing touches on the overall sound. What has resulted in the past
several years of performing Living Last Supper is a worship experience that has
profoundly moved each member of the choir, the orchestra, the cast, and all who hear to a
deeper level of understanding of the Last Supper. It is passionate and powerful. The music
compels the listener to worship, to weep, and to swell with the humblest of praise to the
One who sacrificed His life for all.

I emailed Mrs. Schram to thank her for this beautiful musical work, and to ask her to share
her reason for writing. This was her response to First Presbyterian Church:

It always warms my heart to know that my music is being used - and that choirs and
congregations are being moved and brought closer to the Lord through His gift of
music. I consider every song a gift from God, and myself only the scribe. 
 
The Living Last Supper is a very special work. I wanted to help people understand
Communion, and its basis in the Passover Supper which Jesus was celebrating with His
disciples before He was crucified. There is a lengthy explanation of my inspiration for this
work in the cantata book itself, on pages 2-3. The Passover supper had been celebrated
for centuries before Jesus even came to earth, and the ritual prayers recited year after
year. Until THAT night, until Jesus showed them that all the rituals they performed were a
picture of His death, burial, and resurrection; until that night, people were not aware that
every part of the Passover Supper painted a portrait of Jesus being the sacrificial Lamb. 
 
I remember sitting in church when communion was being served, and the preacher
saying, “Jesus blessed the bread and broke it,” and I wished I could know exactly what He
prayed. But we DO know! it was the ritual prayer of blessing that is quoted in “You Are
the Bread” - this is the very prayer Jesus prayed. That song is so special and so
beautiful to me.
 
I’ve heard sermons on Communion and it has amazed me that it is so misunderstood.
Everything has meaning. Every prayer, every motion they go through, every word that is
said. So my main reason for composing this work was (as I said) to educate people about
how beautiful it is to share the Bread and the Cup and really understand the meaning
behind what we are doing. It was not to meet a deadline, in fact I think the publisher
(Lorenz) kind of took a risk on this project because it was so unique. I’m delighted that
your string players love playing it. That was another of my goals - to not just write notes
for instrumentalist to play but to give them a musical part that is a joy to play, and let their
instrument be “a voice” as part of the whole. 
 
Thank you again for reaching out! i hope you will read what I wrote in the book for a
more in-depth explanation of my inspiration for writing it. Before I hit “send” I’m saying a
prayer for your choir, the instrumentalists, and the Drama Team as you all prepare and
present this piece for your community. 



Happy Spring! The First Presbyterian Preschool did a
FANTASTIC job when they performed for parents and friends at
their Spring Program on April 7th. Many thanks to Rev. Dudley,
Kathy Fennell, Laura Brewer, Gina Warren, and Lisa Ennis for
their hard work in preparing the students.

The 5 Day Class enjoyed parents who shared their occupations
with the class as part of their study on Community Helpers/Careers. Easter and Spring
activities as well as studying about conservation, Earth Day, and zoo animals have kept
the children busy. They enjoyed their Easter egg hunt on April 10th and look forward to
their Spring break April 15-22.

Zoo animals, insects, reptiles, flowers, spring, and Easter are just a few of the themes
focused on in the 2-3 Day classes. They are studying length/width and weight. After
cutting streamers into 12 inches, they then made the streamers into a rainbow. Their
Bible theme for the month is Jesus’ Death and Resurrection.

Mother’s Morning Out children have enjoyed the books “Mouse’s First Spring” and “The
Rainy Day”. They have done Bunny pictures, April Shower crafts, Easter Egg art, and
learned about the color yellow.

There is wonderful samples of student’s work in the hallway outside the classrooms. Stop
by and enjoy these when you are at the church. You will be amazed at what the children
are doing.  

We wish our teachers and students a safe and enjoyable Spring break!

Session ReportSession Report

From the April 15th meeting of our Session:

Approved the upcoming baptisms of, Bridget Moore, Eva GraceAnn Allen, Amanda
Strickland, Carson Strickland and received Brian Strickland into membership by
profession of faith.
Approved a grant of $2,500 from the Endowment to Friends Fighting Cancer, an
organization that helps pay bills to those in need who are undergoing cancer
treatments.
The congregation received a gracious gift of $12,267 from the Erwin Presbyterian
Church, which the Session voted to designate as seed money to for our new
facilities fund, which will bring that balance to over $20,000, well on our way to our
overall goal of $50,000.
The session voted to formally change the name of the First Presbyterian Church
Weekday School to “First Presbyterian Pre-School.”



Announcements



April 18: Maundy Thursday Service

April 21: Covered Dish Breakfast/Flowering of
the Cross/Easter Worship

April 22: Church Office Closed

April 22: Presbyterian Women Council

April 24: Support/Endowment Council

April 26: FPC Annual Golf Tournament

April 28: Holy Communion

April 30: Red Cross Blood Drive

May 5: Choir Sunday

May 6: Presbyterian Women Circles

May 8: Pig Pickin' & Talent Show

May 12: Mother's Day

May 19: Graduate Recognition & Senior Banquet

Lorie Allen
Clint Burns

Phillip Campbell
Barbara Denning

Embree Duffy
Joe & Tanya Giles

Keilah Goff

Jonathan Johnson
Sue Mason

Susann Pope-Opton
David Price

Rodney Stewart
Courtney & Wesley West



Interested in upcoming events at First Presbyterian
Church? Be sure to check out our online calendar

on the church website! 

Nursery Attendants

April 21
Eric & Brooke Collins

Ronnie & Katie Dickens
Brian & Heather Foster

April 28th
Clint & Anna Stanley
Jerry & Regina Rawls

May 5
Casey & Melissa Kerley
Charlie & Beth Stevens

May 12th
Harry & Betty Byrd

Andy & Meredith Wermel

May 19th
Jason & Morgan Colmenero

Matthew & Carrie Smith

Deacon Greeters
(April)

Russ Warren
Jackye Sholar

(May)
Wiley Pope

Melissa Stevens

Elders at the Door
April 21 - Doug Turner
April 28 - Susan Hatley
May 5 - Caron Stewart

May 12 - Cotton Johnson
May 19 - Linda Lee

Acolytes
April 21 - Rayleigh Morgan

April 28 - Ashton Yarbrough
May 5 - Sloan Colmenero
May 12 - Adair Colmenero
May 19 - Carson Strickland
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