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A Note From Our PastorA Note From Our Pastor

As I’ve shared before, whenever I baptize a child, I use the words that
come from the French Reformed Church:

                                                             For you, Christ came into this
world

                                           For you, Christ lived and showed God’s love
                          For you, Christ died and suffered the darkness of

calvary
                                         For you, Christ rose again to the newness of

life
                                   For you, Christ reigns at God’s right hand

I’ve come to deeply appreciate these words. They not only sum up the story of Christ, but
the relate to us how what took place in Christ is not simply an incredible event that took
place long ago, but something done by the maker of all things on our behalf.

We should notice that our church calendar follows these words:

For you, Christ came into this world. During Advent & Christmas, we focus on the
incarnation, where God came to live among us. In Christ, we’ve been given an living,
breathing example not only of who we ought to be, but of who the one who made the



universe really truly is. And so, if we want to know God, we turn our hearts to Jesus.

For. you, Christ lived and showed God’s love. During the liturgical season of Epiphany in
January and February, we focus on revelation. In Christ’s example, come to see that God
is a God of love and mercy, and that God claims us his own. In Christ, we see that we are
God’s beloved: we belong to God, and we are loved by God.

For you, Christ died and suffered the darkness of calvary. During Lent, the forty days
leading up to Easter, we turn our hearts to the crucifixion. We’ve done not thing to
deserve to be called God’s beloved. If Christ was God’s example of love, then in
crucifying Christ, this world made and example of God’s example, and rejected God’s
love. And so too, do we, each in our own ways, reject God’s love as well.

For you, Christ rose again to the newness of life. During Easter, we find the joy of
resurrection. This world may have sinfully rejected God on the cross, but in the empty
tomb, God rejected our rejection. Despite all our misgivings, all God ever gives is grace.
Nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus.

For you, Christ reigns at God’s right hand. Finally, at Pentecost, we remember Christ’s
ascension, and the coming of the Holy Spirit. God came lived among the world, but God’s
still lives among this world, within us; for when we trust in Christ love for us, all the while
reckoning with how little we live up to it, Christ’s love for the world becomes our love for
the world as well.

This Christmas Eve, our daughter Julia McIver Dudley will have these words spoken to
her just before she is baptized. As a two-pastor family leading two different
congregations, Christmas Eve is one of those rare times when our entire family gets to
worship together all in one place. I’m thrilled that Rev. Joey Hester, who served as the
interim pastor of our congregation 1990s and now serves at First Presbyterian in
Smithfield, will be joining us at the service to baptize Julia for us. I’m looking forward to
standing with you all on Christmas Eve as we not only welcome Julia into the life of our
church, but the Christ-child into the life of this world.

Peace and Grace
Rev. Howard Dudley

A Music MomentA Music Moment

 Pastor and Organist Save the Christmas Eve Service
 
The church organ was broken. The music that had been rehearsed was
not singable without the organ, so a Plan B service had to be
designed. The Christmas Eve service was just hours away, and in 1818
there were no digital downloads available in Obendorf, Austria. No a
cappella singers in the village, no live streaming, no Itunes. What was the
church going to do? The circumstances might have been a bit

overwhelming, but all in a typical day’s work for a local pastor and church organist. 

Two years prior, Joseph Mohr, the pastor of this church, had temporarily escaped the
activity of the season to look out over the snow-covered village. He admired the beauty
of the still, quiet night. He thought of the shepherds, whose peaceful evening with the
sheep was interrupted by the “Glorias” of the angels, announcing Jesus’ birth. He wrote a
poem about this and put it aside for two years.

With just a few hours before the start of the Christmas Eve service in the current year of
1818, Joseph Mohr brought his poem to the church organist, Franz Gruber.  They
decided that this poem could be set to a few simple chords on the guitar and be



performed for the service. The very first rendition of this tune was sung in German to a
simple guitar accompaniment in a small Austrian village. The local congregation loved
the beauty of this simple tune, and it instantly became a church favorite.

Weeks later the organ repairman, Karl Mauracher, came to fix the organ. Once the
adjustments had been made, he asked Franz Gruber to play a little tune to see if the
organ was sounding properly. Gruber began to play the simple tune from the Christmas
Eve service. Mauracher loved the song, and carried it with him. He gave it to popular
singers in his village of Kapfing. They began to sing it all over Europe. Twenty years
later, the singers from Austria sang it in the United States at Trinity Church in New
York. Nearly 50 years later, the song was translated into English and published in
Sunday School Hymnal. It has been performed around the world in over 300
languages. This year the song, “Silent Night” celebrates its 200th birthday from its debut
performance on Christmas Eve in 1818, ironically at the Church of St. Nicholas in
Austria. 

Traditionally, First Presbyterian Church ends its candlelight Christmas Eve service with
“Silent Night” and this year will be no different. With this being the 200th year of this
beloved song, in the Sundays leading up to Christmas Eve, various renditions of “Silent
Night” will be featured during the morning worship services. So if “Silent Night” is your
favorite carol, you will be able to hear it every Sunday in December, including Christmas
Eve.

News From the DCENews From the DCE

The Christmas Fruit Basket Gift

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
(NRSV)
2 Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (NRSV)
Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. (NIV)

Have you ever thought about how some of the best gifts you ever received were the
ones that gave you pleasure because the gift allowed you to do something for someone
else? Remember the Easy Bake Oven you got for Christmas? I bet you couldn’t wait to
show mom and dad how much you loved them by baking a miniature cake just for them.
Or what about your first little tool kit which you used to build a birdhouse for a beloved
grandma. A Spirograph or box of Crayola Crayons under the tree meant that you would
spend hours creating masterpieces to bring joy to every family member. I gladly
furnished at least four homes in our family with pot holders using a loom from Santa.
When my grandmother passed away, my aunt gifted me with her precious sewing
machine. She had made many of my clothes on that machine and the following year, I
proudly made my mother a dress for her Christmas gift on that very machine. (Not
perfect, but wearable.) How great did it make you feel to labor and share the fruits of a
gift that you had received with others?

God’s gift to us is indescribable—His only Son, sent to redeem us, a sacrificial Lamb, our
Savior. But as much as this is a personal gift given for each of us individually, it is a gift
that by its nature, if received with a glad heart, will bear fruits that we are meant to share
with others. 

  Fruits of Love  for God and unconditional love for God’s children.

  Fruits of Joy that surpasses and outlasts mere happiness; joy that others can
see in how we approach God’s work; joy that is contagious.

  Fruits of Peace  through reconciling with God and releasing our turmoil to His
care; peace through bridging differences and seeking harmony with our
neighbors.



  Fruits of Forbearance  and patience for accepting that God’s timing and plan is
always for the best; patience and tolerance towards people you don’t understand,
who you disagree with, or who don’t operate in your rhythm.

  Fruits of Faithfulness in God’s word; faithfulness in living up to your word to
others and being trustworthy.

  Fruits of Kindness, Goodness, Gentleness and Self-control when you
encounter God’s people.

I look forward to the annual Christmas fruit basket that I’m sure I’ll soon receive from a
friend. I pray that each of you will accept your indescribable gift from God during this Holy
Season and let it bear fruit through you, that other people may taste the goodness of
God.

Merry Christmas
Love, Joy and Peace to each of you,
Dena Bradham, DCE

Announcements
New Members
We are very pleased to welcome Brooke & Eric Collins to membership in the life of our
church by transfer of letter. Brooke and Eric live in Lillington, and have two children:
Hadley and Rebecca, who will be baptized in the coming year.

We are also excited to celebrate the baptism of Grayson Harper, son of Zachary Harper
and Courtney Wade, and grandson of Amy Godwin, on Sunday December 23rd; and the
baptism of Julia McIver Dudley, daughter of Rev. Howard Dudley and Rev. Meg Lindsay
Dudley at the Christmas Eve Service on December 24th. 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Please join us on Christmas Eve for our annual Candlelight Christmas Eve Service. The
prelude begins at 5:00 pm and the service will start at 5:30. Come early to enjoy the
beautiful musical prelude and relax in the spirit of the Christmas season.

2019 Offering Envelopes
The 2019 offering envelopes will be available soon. Please begin using these envelopes
on Sunday, January 6th. These numbered and dated envelopes are provided to all
members. If you would like to use these envelopes and you do not see a set with your
name on it, please contact Lesia in the church office.

Devotional Books
As the new year starts be sure to pick up a copy of the daily devotional book "These
Days" to begin your new year on the right note. They are provided free of charge so
please feel free to get your copy as well as a copy for a friend.

December Blood Drive
It is our goal to save 110 patient lives and we can do it with YOUR help. Share the
opportunity to give the gift of life - bring a friend with you. Walk-ins are welcome! All
donors will receive a FREE Long sleeved t-shirt.

What better gift could you give this Christmas?



Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Helen Barefoot
Margaret Beasley

Mr & Mrs. Kelly Byrd
Embree Duffy

Abe & Jackie Elmore
Donna Everhart

Joe & Tanya Giles

Keilah Goff
Jonathan Johnson

Tammy Lockamy
Jessie Price

Butch Raynor
Gloria Ryals

Gattis Thomas



December 21: Red Cross Blood Drive

December 23: Intergenerational Sunday School

December 24: Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

December 23-26: Church Office Closed

December 30: No Sunday School

January 1: Church Office Closed

January 6: Celebration of the Life & Mission of Erwin Presbyterian Church

January 12: Session Retreat at Erwin Presbyterian Church

January 27: Annual Meeting



Nursery Attendants

December 23
Jason & Millie Jones

Ronnie & Katie Dickens

December 30
Casey & Melissa Kerley

Russ & Gina Warren

January 6
Will & Angie Hathaway

Billy & Lynn Godwin

January 13
Clint & Anna Stanley

Gerald & Kathy Hatley

January 20
Harry & Betty Byrd

Amy Godwin & Cecelia Godwin

Deacon Greeters

(December)
Morgan Colmenero

Claudette Green
Patsy Williams

Acolytes
December 23 - Sydney Bradham
December 30 - Adair Colmenero

January 6 - Sloan Colmenero
January 13 - Cole Stevens
January 20 - West Stanley
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December 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16 
 

9:45 am – Sunday School 
 

11:00 am – Worship Service 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

6:45 am –  
Hebrew Study 

 

5:15 – Support & 
Endowment Council 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 

1:30 – 
Red Cross  
Blood Drive 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 

9:45 am – Sunday School 
 

11:00 am – Worship Service 
 

24 
 

5:30 pm –  
Candlelight Christmas  
Eve Service 

 

Church Office Closed 

25 
 

Christmas 
 

 

 
Church Office Closed 

26 
 

6:45 am –  
Hebrew Study 

 

 
Church Office Closed 

27 
 
2:00 pm –  
Craft Circle 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

9:45 am – Sunday School 
 

11:00 am – Worship Service 

31 
 
New Year’s Eve 

     

January 2019 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

New Year’s Day 
 

Church Office Closed 

2 
 
6:45 am –  
Hebrew Study 
 

3 
 
2:00 pm –  
Craft Circle 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 

6                    2 Cents a Meal 
 

8:30 am – Men of the Church 
 

9:45 am – Sunday School 
 

11:00 am – Worship Service 
 
3:00 pm-Erwin Pres. 
Celebration 
 

7 
 
3:00 pm-Women’s  
Afternoon Circle 
 
7:00 pm-Women’s  
Evening Circle 
 
7:00 – Boy/Cub 
Scouts 

8 
 
5:15 pm- 
Worship Council 
 
6:30 pm- 
Girl Scouts 

9 
 
 
5:00 pm- 
Weekday School 
Council 

10 
 
12:00 pm- 
Finance Council 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 
8:00 am- 
Session 
Retreat 

13 
9:45 am – Sunday School 

 

11:00 am – Worship Service 
 
 

14 
 

6:00 pm- 
Facilities Council 

15 
 

6:30 pm-Girl 
Scouts  

16 
 

6:45 am –  
Hebrew Study 
 
 

17 
 

2:00 pm- 
Craft Circle 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 


