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A Note From Our Pastor

As we enter into the season of Lent, I’m excited about two great
spiritual series I’ll be leading here at First Presbyterian Church. 

First, this Sunday I’ll kick off a new sermon series, titled “Faces in
the Crowd.” Each week, we’ll be looking at a story from the Gospel
of Mark. Throughout the Gospel of Mark, Jesus finds himself
caught up in a crowd over and over again, only for one person to emerge from the
crowd for an encounter with Jesus. In what ways are our lives crowded, and how
too may we counter Christ among the crowd?

Second, Words have power, and the words we use to pray to and worship God
matter, because they shape the way we think about God, and the way we open
ourselves up to God’s will and direction. As we enter the season of Lent, I have
chosen 40 of my favorite prayers for us to pray together daily as a church between
today and Easter. You can pick up a copy of these prayers in the church office, or
they’ll be emailed to you every morning. Some of these prayers will be familiar to
you. Many of them are adapted from prayers that we use in our worship services on
Sunday mornings. Others are prayers from well known Christian thinkers and
preachers and artists throughout history.



A lot of the prayers you find here have their roots in the Book of Common Prayer,
which was the first major English-language prayer book ever published in 1549. Up
until that time, most prayers were in Latin, even though most people didn’t speak
Latin! The Book of Common Prayer was penned by Thomas Cranmer, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who sought to provide English prayers for personal
devotion and for worship for the newly founded Church of England. Many of the
prayers from the Book of Common Prayer have come to be used in not just
Anglican and Episcopal Churches, but in Presbyterian, Methodist, Lutheran and
Baptist Churches as well. 

Many of these favorite prayers come from the ‘prayer of confession’ we always pray
together during our worship services. If you’ve ever noticed, at First Presbyterian
Church, we split our prayers of confession into two parts: in the first section,
which we might simply call ‘confession,’ we name out loud, in front of one another,
the fact that we have sinned against God. The second section, which comes after
our silent confession, we might call ‘absolution.’ During this part of the prayer, we
ask God for forgiveness and direction in our lives. Every Monday, we’ll say the
words of a ‘confession’ section together. Every Tuesday, we’ll say the words of an
‘absolution’ section together. And instead of prayers, I’ve included scripture
readings for Sundays, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday. On Holy Saturday, the
Saturday before Easter, we won’t pray at all, as a way of signifying that Christ is
dead. Finally, on Easter, we’ll read the story of the empty tomb together.

Many of these prayers have been very meaningful to me, and I hope they are
meaningful to you too. I hope you will share in reading and praying these prayers
each day with me. Let them convict you and compel your heart. May they open you
to God’s counsel and guide you all the way to the cross.

Peace and Grace,

Rev. Howard Dudley

A Music Mo me ntA Music Mo me nt

“I kick and I scream, and I hate the whole world. “  

This quote is probably not the best choice for a Valentine greeting
card. If you were writing your thoughts to your loved one, I imagine
you would somehow piece together a cliché or two a bit more
pleasant, even if you were a bit aggravated at having to stand in
line at Walmart just to buy this card—just to keep the peace—just
because clever marketing dictates that you buy some kind of

pretty card on this random date of February 14th. Hallmark agrees with you, at
least on the quote choice. They did not think it was suitable for their official
greeting card line this year either. You will not find this quote on any card in the
Valentine section, but it is right in the middle of a love song to an eighteen-year-
old girl, written by her mother. 

Sometimes a band-aid won’t fix things, sometimes the pain lasts too long.
My little girl, she was suffering. Something was terribly wrong.
Doctors came back with the answer. Chemo must start right away.
I kick and I scream, and I hate the whole world,
But she said, “Mommy, I’ll be ok.”



Darlene Lourenco borrowed a guitar from someone at the hospital where her
daughter, Lindsey, had slipped into a coma. Tony, the father, decided to record
his wife singing this song to their daughter at her bedside. It was a beautiful
scene of love, devotion and acceptance of the life that God had given to them as
a family.

When did my little girl get so strong?
When did my baby get so brave?
A beauty that never will fade
Only God could make her this way.
God has blessed her today.

Lindsey managed to graduate from high school alongside her twin sister, Sadie,
but she died at the age of 18, after losing a six-year battle with leukemia. Tony,
Darlene, Lindsey, and Sadie Lourenco believed every day of life together was
worth celebrating—with cards, sweets, and time together. The devotion they all
demonstrated for each other amid the constant strain of the disease is perhaps
the most realistic scene of love, in spite of the stages of anger and hate the mom
described.  Understandably, a mom would hate the view from the hospital chair
as her eighteen-year-old daughter lies there connected to oxygen and feeding
tubes while other girls her age are enjoying the freedom of young
adulthood. Sometimes there is only a fine line between love and hate. Love for a
child, while hating the whole world for the pain you bear. While the mother’s
words may seem a bit harsh for a love song, her voice sweetly conveys the
sound of love winning out over hate—and peaceful acceptance over bitter
resentment. Maybe Hallmark will be interested after all.

Music Announcements
The First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary choir will be performing “Gethsemane
Prayer” for the Ash Wednesday service which will be on Valentine’s Day,
Wednesday, February 14, 2018. No greater love scene ever than Christ giving
his life for our lives. Hopefully, the music will awaken your love for the Lord Jesus
Christ as you recognize anew his unconditional love for you.

The JAM and JAM Jr. Choirs and Chimes are making music every Wednesday
night from 5 until 6 pm. Bring out the kids. They will have a great experience
learning about God’s love with instruments and singing.

The Mid-Highs and Youth classes are playing love songs on ukuleles in the
upstairs Youth Room at 6:30 pm on Wednesday nights in February. You do not
have to own a ukulele to participate, simply come. Ukuleles are being provided. 



“Greater love has no one than this: to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends."

(John 15:13)

In this month of February, we think a lot about love. And there are so many kinds of
love.

Eros = Romantic Love.
Philia = Brotherly love; Friendly, Platonic Love.

Storge = Familial Love/Parent-Child Love
Mania = Obsessive Love.
Pragma = Enduring Love.

Philautia = Self Love (positive or negative)
Agape = Selfless Love/Unconditional Love of God

We throw the word about rather carelessly until its power becomes diluted by its
overuse in trivial or materialistic matters. We use it to refer to our reaction to a tasty
meal at our favorite restaurant, to a perfectly wonderful and frivolous gift we’ve
received, to the latest popular song on the airwaves to which we sing along, or to a
funny video posted on FaceBook. 

I remember as a child that one of my Sunday School teachers taught us that we should
“like things” and “love people”. So in this month when Eros of Valentine’s Day meets
Agape of Ash Wednesday on the exact same day, February 14th, perhaps our Lenten
focus can turn to giving the power back to the word LOVE by applying it more to how
we respond to God and His people and less to the objects we treasure.

1 John 4:8 "Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love."

The Youth kicked-off the year with a ski trip to Massanutten, VA. January 26-28. We
had 8 Senior High Youth (6 from First Pres and 2 from Bluff Pres.) and 5 advisors along
for the adventure. Thanks to Ebenezer Pres, we were able to borrow their bus once
again to travel in comfort. We stayed in housing at the Massanetta Camp and
Conference Center. The weather, skiing and fellowship were great. The Souper Bowl
of Caring sponsored by the Youth and their parents was very successful this year. We
were able to send $1164 to the DUMA Food Pantry which almost doubled our
donations from last year. On Sunday, Feb 11th, the Youth hosted the Perky Presbies
for a Valentine’s Dinner. They decorated the tables, cooked the meal, dined with the
Perky Presbies and then cleaned up afterwards. We hope that our guests enjoyed the
meal and companionship as much as we enjoyed treating those who have been and
continue to be vital contributors to our church life and family.

The deadline for signing up to attend the Massanetta Middle School Conference and
the Montreat Youth Conference is Feb 15th. Parents should check their emails and the
weekly announcements about registration fees. Youth will begin making plans for
their fundraiser which will be held on March 18th. 

Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education



From the Weekday School
The month of January has been a challenge getting back into a routine. The
students have missed many days due to snow, holidays, and workdays but have
still remained active and busy.

Mother’s Morning Out students have learned about the color white and the square
shape. Winter craft activities and learning about clouds have kept the children
busy!

The 2 and 3 Day classes have enjoyed their unit on Artic animals and how they
stay warm in cold weather. The shapes of stars and ovals and the letters K, L, and
M have been their focus.

The students in the 5 Day class have been busy also. They have learned their
address, about sorting and sequencing, about hibernation and they continue to
work on writing their numbers and learning new letters.

Our teachers do a great job with their students and we are very appreciative for all
they do.



Announcements

Please join us for the Ash Wednesday Service Wednesday, February 14th
at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.

Applications for the 2018-2019 Weekday School classes are still available.
These classes fill up quickly so be sure to turn your's in as soon as
possible.

If you would like to donate a Glory to God Hymnal in honor or memory of a
loved one there is still time. Envelopes are available outside the church
office and in the Narthex.

Prayer Concerns

Amy Bass
Margaret Beasley

Doris Carr
Joe Giles

Keilah Goff
Joan McDuffie Harmon

Brenda Hockaday
Ed Lewis

Linda McCaskill
Marty Parker

Butch Raynor
Marilyn Ross

Katrina Turlington
Bill Turner

Lynda Turner
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Interested in upcoming events at FPC?
Be sure to check out our online calendar on the church

website! 

Nursery Attendants

February 18
Kevin & Amanda Allen
Jerry & Regina Rawls

February 25
Jason & Morgan Colmenero

Charlie & Beth Stevens

March 4
Melissa Stevens

Casey & Melissa Kerley

March 11
Travis Strickland & Amanda Norris

Matthew & Carrie Smith

Acolytes

February 18 - West Stanley
February 25 -Madison Hales
March 11 - Adair Colmenero

Deacon Greeters (February)
Russ Warren
Faye Jackson
Casey Kerley

Elder at the Door
February 18 - Brad Brown

February 25 - Caron Stewart
March 4 - Brad Brown

March 11 - Bryant Pope
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