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A Note From Our PastorA Note From Our Pastor

THE VISION PROJECT
Last April our Session adopted a five-year vision plan for our church. We set five

specific goals we hope to meet over the course of the next five years, meant to fully
equip our church to deepen our discipleship of Christ together.

In order to meet this vision, the Session set a goal to raise $350,000 in one time gifts
by the end of April 2019, over and above our pledged giving, so that we can pay off

our church mortgage, freeing up the space in our church budget



to tackle these needs. 

The Session’s aim is to tackle this $350,000 together as one team. Our goal is that
100% of our church family will contribute something to this effort, even if all you may

be able to contribute is a few dollars.

FIVE GOALS OVER FIVE YEARS:
By raising $350,000 together, our congregation will plan to do the following

over the next five years:

Balance the Budget
We believe God calls us to be good caretakers of what has been entrusted to us. After
running a deficit of over $10,000 for the past three years, we will maintain a balanced
church budget.

Build a ‘facilities fund’ of at least $50,000 to support the
maintenance and upkeep of our facility. 
We will establish and build up a reserve fund that could be drawn from to maintain our
church’s facilities as needs arise. Needs such as replacing h-vac units, roofs, flooring and
windows arise regularly, and make big expenses.

Add to the program staffing of our church to support the
discipleship of our congregation. 
Once a facilities fund has been built, we aim to increase our staff to at least two full time
program staff members. Program staff members are those who directly plan and lead
the discipleship development ministry programs at our church: worship, children’s
ministries, youth ministries, music ministries, mission and service.

Upgrades around the church. 
After building our facilities fund and adding to our program staff, we’d commit anything
left to special upgrades we might need around the church: audio and visual systems,
sanctuary beautification, playground and parking lot upgrades.

But before we do any of that, the first thing we’ll do is tithe:

Commit a tithe of what we raise ($35,000 if we meet our
goal), to mission and service outside the walls of our
church.
Tithing is the ancient biblical principle of offering one tenth of all you produce back to
God. Therefore, before we spend anything on our own church, we will first commit an
additional $7,000 each year for the next five years from our church budget to mission
and service to our community and world outside the programing of First Presbyterian
Church. 



COMMITMENTS SO FAR:

As of January 2019, all of our 2018 church officers, and a number of other ordained
elders of our congregation, have already made commitments to this project, totaling

over $147,000 in one time gifts.

All money received for this project has gone directly to paying the principle on our
debt. As of January 2019, the amount owed on the church’s mortgage has already

been reduced from $350,000 to $198,000.

We’ve already accomplished our first goal of balancing the budget, and our 2019
budget includes $3,500 designated for mission outside the walls of our church -

a tithe of what we’ve raised so far.

We hope that you and your family will make a one-time gift by April 2019 over and
above your 2019 pledge in support of this vision project. 100% of our church officers
have committed to this project, and we hope that 100% of our congregation will commit
whatever they can to this project as well. 

A Music MomentA Music Moment

Turns out that mood music is a real thing. If you thought mood music was for
setting the tone for a nice romantic dinner or if you found it useful in calming a
fretful child, you are right. (Not that we really needed any scientist to confirm
this, right?) From the soothing tones of David’s harp to Alfafa’s serenade of
“I’m in the Mood for Love,” society has accepted either consciously or
unconsciously that music generates a mood.  Certain music makes us feel
happy, excited and ready to tackle the day.  Other music might make us feel
melancholy, nostalgic, or even sad. Neurologists, music therapists,

psychologists, etc. are conducting research on how the brain reacts and responds to music
and how it might play a role in the healing of both body and soul.  One example includes a
Parkinson’s patient whose movement was very labored in one video clipping. The next
clipping showed the same patient moving with greater ease while listening to music of a fast
tempo. A hoax? A phenomenon? Or a viable treatment? 
Science is trying to make the call.  

Long before Science 101, however, God knew that music would work as a memory tool,
enabling the Israelites to learn the law. God knew that music would be the only response for
the post-Red Sea Crossing party. (i.e. Miriam and her tambourine troupe). God knew that His
children would remember the mighty wonders of His hand if they sang about them in the
Psalms. God knew that a dejected king would only find solace in the stroke of the young
harpist. And God knew that music would create the right mood for worship in His house. At the
grand opening of Solomon’s temple, there were singers, harps, psalteries, cymbals and lots of
trumpets. The mood was clearly celebratory. Years later when the Israelites were carried away
captive, they hung their harps on the willows and refused to make music at all. Their sorrow
was too raw even for the gentle tones of a harp. Music, by God’s design, coexists with
humanity as an expression of joy and sorrow. Music is incorporated into worship to set the
mood for praise, confession, proclamation of the Word, and for our response to Him.  



From the Weekday SchoolFrom the Weekday School

Happy February! Our students have enjoyed celebrating Valentine’s Day and it is also Dental
Health Month when they learn how to take care of their teeth.

Our little ones in Mother’s Morning Out have had fun making heart prints, thumb prints, and
learning the color pink. One of their favorite books has been “Be Fair and Share” by Marla
Maysen.

The 2 and 3 Day Classes have learned about Groundhog Day and President’s Day and their
Character Trait is LOVE – Acts of love through service to others. They are learning the shapes
of the hexagon and heart and the letters Qq, Tt, and Vv. Their Bible theme is the Lord’s Prayer
and the Two Greatest Commandments.

Besides enjoying all the holidays in February, the 5 Day Class is learning about Community
Helpers and Careers. They are enjoying their “Silly Science” with gumdrop creations and
colorful celery. They continue to work on learning their addresses and phone numbers and are
looking forward to learning the letter Hh when they enjoy Hat Day on February 27th.

The Weekday School Council is happy that Gina Warren is now the Lead Teacher of our
Weekday School. She will be working with the teachers and assistants to keep them up to
date on necessary information, work with teachers on events and happenings in their classes,
receive applications and make assignments to classes, plan the Fall Open House and Spring
Program, and attend Weekday School Council meetings and Church Staff meetings and be
the point person for all teachers to report to. Gina will still remain the teacher for the 2 and 3
Day classes.  We are excited about this new position!

Announcements
Weekday School Applications
Applications for the 2019-2020 school year are available from the church office or on the
church website. Church members will receive priority admission status until March 1st.

Red Cross Blood Drive
First Presbyterian Church will be hosting a blood drive on Friday, February 15th. Walk-ins are
welcomed and all blood types are needed.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Anyone who would like to make a prayer shawl or knows someone who needs one please
contact Lynda Turner.

https://fpcdunn.org/weekday-school


Febraury 15: Red Cross Blood Drive

February 15-17: Senior High Ski Retreat

March 3: Men of the Church Meeting/Breakfast

March 3: Two Cents a Meal

March 4: Women's Circles

March 6: Ash Wednesday Service

March 10: Daylight Savings Time Begins (Spring Forward)

March 17: Youth Spaghetti Lunch

March 23: Rise Against Hunger (Dunn Shriner's Building)

Lorie Allen
Phillip Campbell
Embree Duffy

Joe & Tanya Giles
Keilah Goff

Zachary Harper

Jack Jackson
Jonathan Johnson

David Price
Rodney Stewart
John Williams





Interested in upcoming events at First Presbyterian
Church? Be sure to check out our online calendar

on the church website! 

Nursery Attendants

February 17
Jason & Millie Jones

Jody & Laura Yarbrough

February 24
Andy & Meredith Wermel
Matthew & Carrie Smith

March 3
Will & Angie Hathaway

Susan Hatley & Melissa Stevens

March 10
Clint & Anna Stanley

Courtney & Meda Williams

March 17
Harry & Betty Byrd

Ronnie & Katie Dickens

Security Monitors
February 17 - Dave Mason

February 24 - Jim Gray
March 3 - Clem Medley

March 10 - Mac McCaskill

Deacon Greeters

(February)
Susan Williamson
Claudette Green

(March)
Lee Herring

Morgan Colmenero

Elders at the Door
February 17 - June Green
February 24 - Mary Gage

March 3 - Gale Tart
March 10 - June Green
March 17 - Cindy Smith

Acolytes
February 17 - Colton Allen

February 24 - Ashleigh Ledford
March 3 - Connor Wood

March 10 - Sydney Bradham
March 17 - Julie Howard

 First Presbyterian Church | 910-892-4121 | fpcdunnoffice@gmail.com | www.fpcdunn.org

STAY CONNECTED

 

Visit our website

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fpcdunnoffice%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
mailto:fpcdunnoffice@gmail.com
http://www.fpcdunn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Dunn-947386848611453/
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February 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9:00 am – Diaconate Meeting 

9:45 am – Sunday School 

11:00 am – Worship Service 

5:00 pm – Youth Activities 

 

 

6:00 pm-Session Meeting 

7:00 pm-Boy/Cub Scouts 

 6:45 am – Hebrew Study 

5:00 – Children’s Activities 

5:15 pm – Support/ Endowment 
Council 

6:00 pm - Dinner 

6:30 pm – Programs 

7:15 pm – Choir 

8:00 pm - Basketball 

2:00 pm-Craft Circle   

24 25 26 27 28   

9:45 am – Sunday School 

11:00 am – Worship Service 

5:00 pm – Youth Activities 

 

7:00 pm- Boy Scouts 

7:00 pm-Presbyterian 
Women Council 

6:30 pm-Girl Scouts 6:45 am – Hebrew Study 

5:00 – Children’s Activities 

6:00 pm - Dinner 

6:30 pm – Programs 

7:15 pm – Choir 

8:00 pm - Basketball 

2:00 pm-Craft Circle   

March 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

8:30 am-Men of the Church 

9:00 am-Christian Ed Council 

9:45 am – Sunday School 

11:00 am – Worship Service 

5:00 pm – Youth Activities 

 

3:00 pm –Women’s 

Afternoon Circle 

7:00 pm-Boy/Cub 
Scouts 

7:00 pm-Women’s 

Evening Circle 

7:00 pm – Blue Grass 

Jam 

6:45 am – Hebrew Study 

Ash Wednesday Service 

2:00 pm-Craft Circle   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9:00 am – Administration Council 

9:45 am – Sunday School 

11:00 am – Worship Service 

 

 

 

6:00 pm-Facilities 
Meeting 

7:00 pm-Boy Scouts 

5:15 pm-Worship 
Council 

6:30-Girl Scouts 

6:45 am – Hebrew Study 

1:00 pm-Weekday School Cncl 

5:00 – Children’s Activities 

6:00 pm - Dinner 

6:30 pm – Programs 

7:15 pm – Choir 

8:00 pm - Basketball 

2:00 pm-Craft Circle   


