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A Note From Our Pastor

One year ago this week, Meg was unpacking boxes of our
stuff at the manse, and I was getting settled in my new
office, writing my first sermon for my first Sunday as your
pastor. A year later, our family is proud to call Dunn our
home. We are thankful for the many friends we have made
here, and I am most thankful to have been called to such a
blessed church community.

Over the past year I’ve watched as you climb on roofs in
wind and rain to find and plug leaks. I’ve watched as you’ve
cared for the grieving during funerals. I’ve watched as you’ve welcomed new
families and new members into the life of our church, praying for them, caring for
them, letting God’s love pour out for them through you. My own family has been on
the receiving end of your care and love and dedication, when our home was
broken into earlier this year. But what’s more, I’ve seen you spring into action as
we we try new things as a church, so that we can glorify God together to the best
of our abilities.

God is doing something new here at First Presbyterian Church.

September 10th, the Sunday after Labor Day, will be Rally Day. We will be kicking
off a new year of church ministry and programs, and we want to celebrate all the
new things God is doing in the life of our congregation. We hope you and your
family will mark you calendars and join us for our Rally Day celebrations:

On September 10th, regular Sunday School classes for all ages will resume
at 9:45 AM. That evening, we’ll be kicking off our Youth Fellowship program
for the year and our 2017-18 Confirmation Class. 

On Wednesday, September 13th, we’ll kick off our Wednesday Night
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Fellowship Dinners. For adults, I’m excited to kick off my new teaching series
on Wednesday Nights on Bible Basics. We’ll be going through the basics of
scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, all throughout the year (we’ll even
have homework!). We’ll also have a new format for our youth program on
Wednesday Night, and our JAM and JAM Jr. Children’s programs will also
kick off starting at 5:00 PM. Finally, there will be one new addition to our
Wednesday Night line-up: at 5:30 PM, we’ll be having a weekly Storytime for
our 2-4 year olds, who Dena and I have been calling the “Jellies” (get it? Like
JAM). 

We’re excited about all the fun programs we’ve got planned for the fall, and we
hope you and your family will make a point to join us. If you know someone looking
for a church home,  invite them to join us! There’ll be no better time to introduce
them to the life of our church than on Rally Day!

Peace and Grace

Rev. Howard Dudley

A Music  Mome ntA Music  Mome nt

What a blessing the musical families have been to the
worship services at First Presbyterian.

John and Rhonda Page began the summer family musical
presentations with a marimba and flute duet. Their
selections included “Near the Cross” and “It is Well with My
Soul” as well as a contemporary tune. The flute melodies
were accompanied by gentle harmonies on the marimba,
resulting in a very pleasing, meditative listening experience.
 

John has been the band director at Dunn Middle School for the past 19 years.
Throughout his tenure at Dunn Middle, he has taught many students from First
Presbyterian. Rhonda, his wife of 35 years, is employed by Campbell University
and began playing flute and alto saxophone about 18 years ago. She frequently
plays flute (or whatever instrument is needed) on school band concerts.  Their
son, John Page III, is the band director at Coats Erwin Middle School. 
  
The Hales family were next on board to present their talents.  Maddie Gray
played the piano, while her sisters, Kathryn and Elizabeth, sang to her piano
accompaniment.  Their debut song was “Jesus Loves Me.” They were
completely adorable--and yet so poised and polished in their ministry of song.
Both sets of proud grandparents were present, with Ramona Hales, Clark’s
mother, singing the anthem.  She blessed our hearts with a smooth, yet powerful
rendition of “We Shall Behold Him.”  The song was a wonderful reminder of the
beauty and grandeur of heaven and seeing our Lord face to face.  It will be Clark
and the boys’ turn next.  

The Bradham family provided music for the final Sunday in July.  Dena, our multi-
talented and beloved Christian Educator director, began the worship service with
“To God Be the Glory.” Her daughter Emily Bradham Pope touched our hearts



with her sweet spirit and voice singing “Blessings” by Laura Story.  Finally, the
Bradham siblings, Grayson (organ & percussion), Reagan (piano) and Sydney
(vocal) amazed us all with the familiar hymn, “I Surrender All” and a
contemporary tune by Matt Redman, “You Never Let Go.” Such a talented family!
 Special thanks to Meredith Bradham who graciously played the piano for this
service and for countless others. A big thank you to grandmother, Kathy Lasater,
for helping rehearsals happen. It truly is family commitment.

You can expect more special music during the month of August. Brigette
Stephens, a 13-year-old harpist, will be providing instrumental music on Sunday,
August 6th.  Dr. Russ Warren, will be presenting two sacred tunes for Sunday,
August 13th. Wade Hodges, grandson of Elease Hodges, will be singing on
August 20th. Anne Johnson and her daughter, Dr. Annie Hardison-Moody, will
be providing music for Sunday, August 27th.  

The musical renditions are a wonderful testimony to the love and faithfulness of
our Lord who gave us music and families!

The Children and Youth Ministry programs of First Presbyterian have kept our
young people engaged this summer in study of scriptures and theology, personal
reflection, and lots of fun fellowship events. These activities and adventures would
not have been possible without the leadership and volunteerism of our adults and
older youth. For the time, talents and gifts shared by these individuals, I give
thanks. As we look forward to resuming the educational programs for all age
groups in 2017-18, I ask that each of you search your hearts and minds to
determine in what ways you might contribute to the spiritual growth and fellowship
of our FPC community. During this time of planning for the coming year, I look
forward to your suggestions about curriculum, instruction, etc., but I also implore
you to consider leading, teaching, assisting, chaperoning, crafting, etc. There’s
always a place for your service in Sunday School, on Wednesday afternoons,
Sunday evenings, and handbells.  

Check out the many ways that our young people benefited from summer programs
through your support and watch for pictures of our summer activities to be posted
in the hallways during the coming weeks.

At the end of three weeks of Summer Fun: Christians Doing Science, where we
explored electricity and chemistry within a biblical context, we held a Science in
the Dark evening event on June 28th for both boys and girls with about 30 in
attendance. Painting on glowing ice, creating overflows of glowing rainbow lava,
bending light with lenses, and making beams of laser light glimmer in the dark were
among the science activities. This final lesson centered on John 8:12 “Again Jesus
spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk



in darkness, but will have the light of life.” We not only discussed following the light
of Jesus, but also reflecting that light for others to see.  The plan for next year???---
continuing on the theme of Christians Doing Science but with a focus on SOUND
and MUSIC…Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord. (Psalm 100)

On June 22nd, seven middle schoolers and I took off to the Massanetta Middle
School Conference in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Attending were Carter and Reece
Daughtry, Jackson Pope, Reagan Bradham, Claire Parker, Grace Wilson and
Neva Chance. We were grateful for safe travels on the nearly 5-hour journey and
witnessed beautiful mountain scenery along the way. Our youth joined with about
400 others in exploring the theme “All Together Now” through worship, keynote
speeches, music, crafts, energizers, and recreation. The central scripture was
from Galatians 3:28-29 “Among us you are all equal. That is, we are all in a
common relationship with Jesus Christ.” During our Thursday through Sunday stay,
we shared our meals and evening reflection time together, but during the day our
FPC kids were sorted into encounter groups with a mix of youth from across the
country to contemplate the diversity of God’s people, their unique gifts and needs,
and how to accept and build relationships with people who differ from us in many
ways. Lots of recreation was interspersed among the sessions with a giant Slip-n-
Slide, a dance, tie-dying shirts, swimming, and canoeing. An extra bonus to the
experience---our own Pastor Howard Dudley was the music leader at the
conference, giving the kids an opportunity to spend a special bit of time with him.

Eleven youth and 4 adults attended the Montreat Youth Conference July 8-15th.
Attending from First Presbyterian were Daughtry Williams, Lauren and Matthew
Taylor, Ruth and Kathryn King, Wes and Wyatt Turner, Taft Stevens, and Grayson
Bradham. We were thrilled to be joined by 2 youth from Bluff Presbyterian, Ashlyn
and Katie, who became fast friends of the FPC kids. The adult advisors joining me
were Brian Foster, Russ Warren and Meg Dudley. We began our week with a
service project with Asheville Youth Mission by doing some landscaping and
forest clearing for the Black Mountain Children’s Home. A bee sting and a couple
of cases of poison ivy later, we were pleased to be noticed by the staff at the
Children’s Home for our exceptionally good work ethic. The theme of the
conference was “A Missing Peace” with the focus scriptures coming from John
20:19-31 in which Jesus says three times to the disciples after his resurrection,
“Peace be with you”.  As a Back Home group, our little FPC/Bluff family attended
keynote, worship, energizers, recreation, meals and nightly reflection/devotional
time as a unit; however, throughout the day, our youth were divided among the
1200 others into Small Groups for discussion and analysis of the keynote and
worship messages and to build new relationships with youth from across the
country. I was very pleased with the maturity of our group of young people, not only
for stepping up to be leaders within their Small Groups and our Back Home group,
but also in how they absorbed and processed what they heard. Our meals and
evening hours were filled with insightful discussions about the parts of the message
with which they agreed and sometimes disagreed, not blindly accepting but
questioning and seeking. We were excited to have a visit from Pastor Howard
during our stay and enjoyed some hiking, tubing and creek exploration during our
free time. We look forward to sharing more time with our new Bluff friends and give
thanks to Ebenezer Presbyterian Church for once again loaning us their bus for our
transportation this year.

Approximately 50 children attended First Presbyterian Vacation Bible School
from July 23rd-26th.  The key verse from Psalm 139:14, “I praise you because I am
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well”
defined the Bible School theme, “Maker Fun Factory: Created by God, Built for a



Purpose”. This theme was brought to life by a wonderful crew of adult leaders and
youth assistants as the kids passed through our “factory” hallways from station to
station.  Brian Foster used his storytelling skills to share the Bible message while
Heather Foster supported the theme through one of the kids’ favorite formats—
music and dance. Morgan Colmenero and Melissa Stevens got crafty with painted
tile coasters, necklaces, moon sand and tote bags. Katrina Turlington and I ran an
imagination station for creating noodle robots, self-image puzzles and magnetic
picture fun. Anne Johnson provided creative snack construction activities and
Jackson Warren lead recreation.  A 2 to 4 year-old VBS group was added this
year with lots of help from the moms and adapted activities from the other leaders.
Running this program was made possible with the help of Betty Byrd, Patsy
Williams, Kristen Anderson, Kathy Lasater, EJ Foster, Olivia Godwin, Reagan
Bradham, Lauren Smith and Neva Chance. Thanks to the Fellowship Council for
providing the opening Hot Dog Fellowship Dinner and a closing Ice Cream Social
where the kids shared some musical selections from VBS and concluded the fun
with a Slip-n-Slide Water Party.

Please consider being part the educational programs of children, youth and adults
during the coming 2017-18 year. If interested, contact me (Dena) at
denafpc@gmail.com.

Blessings to you all,

Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

Announcements

Rob and Pam Kelly are pleased to
announce the July 29th marriage of their
daughter Catherine to Jacco Hermsen.
 The wedding took place at Sint
Stevenskerk (St. Stephen's Church) in
Nijmegan, Holland (The Netherlands).
 Catherine and Jacco plan to live in

Raleigh.  

ON-LINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE FOR FPCD MEMBERS

NEWEST WAY TO DONATE PROVES TO BE CONVENIENT FOR THOSE ON

THE GO

Has your family been spending a lot of time at the beach this Summer?
Are you inding it dif icult to regularly attend Worship Service during
this busy travel season? Have you fallen behind in your pledged
giving? If your answer to any of these questions is “yes” then our new
On-Line Giving Portal may be right for you! 
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The Stewardship Council, in close coordination with the Session,
recently authorized the launch of On-Line Giving through the FPCD
website. Whether it’s a one-time donation or you want to set up a
regularly scheduled payment, giving on-line is simple, easy, and
convenient. Members simply go to the church’s website
(www.fpcdunn.com) and click on the link “Member Login”. Once you
sign in to Realm using your con idential username and password, you
will see a new link on your homepage captioned “GIVING”. From there
all you have to do is designate the amount, schedule the payment, and
provide payment information. 
Need help signing on to Realm? No problem, just contact Lesia at the
front of ice for help accessing your account. Computers not your
thing? Don’t worry—there are numerous other ways to give to the
church. Even if you’re out of town, you can always stay connected with
your church family by listening to each week’s sermon on-line at
 http://fpcdunn.com/sermons-2/sermon-podcasts/.

http://www.fpcdunn.com
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Prayer Concerns

Amy Bass
Hazel Godwin

Joan McDuffie Harmon
Edward Lewis

Bill Turner 
Steve Watson

Au g u s t BirthdaysAu g u s t Birthdays

Dottie Driver ----------1
Palmer Foster ----------3
Amanda Hudson -----5
Vernon Stewart ------5
A.C. Williams ---------9
Henry Willoughby ---9
Amy Hartley ---------10
Heather Williams ----11
Mary Bradham ------12
Chris Smith ----------12
Joyce Dorman -------13
Lauren Whittington--13
Eva Strickland -------14
Pam Kelly --------------16

Clarice Willoughby --20
Karin Suess ----------21
Anna Stanley --------22
Daughtry Williams ---23
Julie Howard ---------25
Kathy Lasater -------26
Amanda Allen -------26
Lynda Turner -------28



Dave Mason ----------17
Cindy Smith ----------18
Lynn Godwin ---------20

Diane Gray ----------31
Mary Alice Reece --31

Interested in upcoming events at FPC? Be sure
to check out our online calendar on the church

website! 

Nursery Attendants

August 13
Melissa Stevens
Will & Mary Gage

August 20
Travis Strickland & Amanda Norris

Russ & Gina Warren

August 27
Courtney & Meda Williams

Billy & Lynn Godwin

September 3
Kevin & Amanda Allen
Gerald & Kathy Hatley

September 10
Will & Angie Hathaway

Amy Hartley & Cecelia Godwin

Acolytes
August 13 - Nash Warren

August 20 - Lillie Willoughby
August 27 - Adair Colmenero

September 3 - Sydney Bradham
September 10 - Ashton Bradham

Deacon Greeters (August)
Patsy Williams
Casey Kerley
John Gage

Elders at the Door
August 13 - Matthew Smith
August 20 - Matthew Smith
August 27 - David Bradham
September 3 - Bill Lasater

September 10 - Cindy Smith
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STAY CONNECTED
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