
Volume 13 January 2018

FIRST WORDS
JANUARY 2018

A Community of Christians Serving God through Faith, Family,
Fellowship and Outreach.

A Note From Our Pastor

A new year is here, and with that my first full year as the pastor
here at First Presbyterian Church has been completed. As I look
back on 2017, I am grateful that I’ve been called to serve a
congregation where it is so abundantly clear that God is doing a
new thing. God, after all is always doing a new thing — God is
always bringing forth new blessings in our lives and in our
world, it’s just not always easy to tell what God is up to. But here
at First Presbyterian Church I can see it. I can see the new thing
God is doing.

For example, part of belonging to a church means being surrounded by a great
cloud of witnesses — other disciples who walk alongside you in faith, who are
being used by God’s Spirit to shape who you into who you are meant to be. In 2017
our great cloud witnesses has grown larger as our congregation has welcomed
lots of new faces. We’ve had over a dozen families who’ve begun worshiping with
us and calling us their church home. We’ve received over 20 new members. We
baptized four children, and baptized three more adults who’ve made professions of



faith. With each of these new faces, the great cloud of witnesses that God uses to
shape us and support us has grown. There are more people committed to walking
alongside us, suffering with us and rejoicing with us. Thanks be to God!

Others in our congregation have died and passed on. They have now joined the
great choir of saints in heaven singing praises to God forever and ever, but that
does not make them any less a part of the great cloud of witnesses that surrounds
us. Saints like Gordon Townsend, Sr; Lou Royal, and most recently Hazel Godwin
continue to journey with us as we journey through our world and life together as a
church. Whether we readily recognize it or not, God made us who we are today in
part through their gifts and witness to us. 

At the same time, we have also welcomed new life into our church. We’ve had five
new babies welcomed into our congregation, and Meg and I very excited that we’ll
be welcoming one more of our own in 2018! I can’t think you all for the support and
words of congrats that you have offered to our family in the past few weeks as
we’ve announced this news.

Knowing that God is doing a new thing, I’m excited about the new opportunities to
serve that our Deacons will bring forth and lead in 2018. I’m excited about another
“New to the Church Class” which will kick off next month. I’m excited about
continuing to teach our 11 confirmands, who will be confirmed on Youth Sunday
this coming Spring. I’m excited about growing deeper in our hearts for Christ with
one another.

I hope you are as excited about the new things God is doing in the life of our
church as I am. 

Peace and Grace,
Rev. Howard Dudley

A Music  Mome ntA Music  Mome nt

The sixty-some-year-old woman found a seat quickly near the back of the
church as the opening hymn resounded. She purposely arrived after the
official start of the service, so she would not have to interact with anyone. She
was not afraid to speak to others, for she was highly skilled at meeting new
people and feeling at home with them almost immediately. Her winning
personality and genuine concern for others made her the go-to lady in
town. With any social event, she was the lady that everyone wanted on
board. She knew how to get details accomplished efficiently, and how to make

everyone a success in the process. She was a model of strength, grace and
professionalism—a true class act.

On this Sunday, however, she just needed to sit in the presence of the Lord and soak up
every Word, every note, every prayer. She did not feel like she could utter one word in
prayer herself, nor could she make it through a hymn without her eyes welling up with tears
until the stanzas were no longer legible. But she needed to be there, despite all the reasons
that could have legitimately kept her away. “If I can just bring a body to worship,” she
thought, “then I can at least sit in the presence of peace and holiness. I don’t think I can
participate, but I just need to sit there--close enough to feel Him.” Her heart longed for
release from the daily load she carried.  All the disappointments of life--the wayward son, the
granddaughter whose body was not responding to the chemo treatments, the retirement



check that had been in the mail way too long, the never-ceasing ache in her joints—the sum
of it all had overwhelmed her today. She, the lady capable of accomplishing so much, was
powerless to fix any of these real-life issues. She was beyond feeling the need to control it
all, she just needed a release from the weight. The steps are easier when the heavy back
pack is removed. The body is lighter, the journey less of a drudgery. 

So she sat there. The Words of the Scripture leaped off the page and into her aching spirit,
binding up the holes. The notes of the choir anthem soothed her tired soul like suave on a
wound. The melody and text of the hymns calmed her troubled mind. The prayers of the
pastor reassured her of the Sovereignty of God over her circumstances.
 
The silence meditation of confession was actually a screaming out of personal petition to
her loving Heavenly Father.  She made no sound at all, but her spirit was wailing as she sat
there in the presence of God and His people. How grateful she was for this place. This
predictable place of worship—her church. How thankful she was for the music, the prayers,
the spoken Word, the believers seated with her. There was no boredom or ho-hum attitude
in her simple seated posture of worship today.  For in this place, her weekly tradition of
worship was breathing life back into her spirit again.
 
So, thank you, dear Pastor, for your words, your prayers, and the Scripture you
shared. Thank you, Choir, for robing up yet another Sunday to sing of the faithfulness of
our Heavenly Father.  Thank you, believers, for singing the hymns of the Redeemed. 
Thank you, greeters, for making the service inviting, even though I dodged you a bit
today. Thank you, because today I simply could not do all the things I normally do in
worship. All of you continued the tradition of praise, proclamation, and petition this Sunday
as you do each Sunday, and I, a mere struggling shell, could do nothing but soak it up. I
may have appeared to you as a disconnected pew warmer, but in reality, I was a drought-
ridden vine on which you showered living water. I am alive because you continue to do what
you do each Sunday. The “go-to” lady thanks you truly. Any true believer knows that we only
become “go-to” folks because we know to go to the Heavenly Father for our very breath. He
alone is the Source of our being, and what a privilege it is to go to Him in worship each
Sunday. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”

(2 Corinthians 5:17).

The New Year is here! And we look forward to kicking off the Spring
Semester of 2018 with lots of activities and learning opportunities for
all generations of the FPC family. The JAM and JAM Jrs will continue
their study of the Children’s Catechism, as well as what we believe
as Presbyterians along with how and why we worship. The Youth will
kick-off the year with a ski trip to Massanutten, VA. January 26-28.
There is room for a couple more youth to attend the ski trip. Contact
me as soon as possible. When they return, Youth will begin making plans for their
fundraiser, Youth Sunday and summer trips to the Massanetta Middle School
Conference and the Montreat Youth Conference. Parents should begin to let me
know now if they plan for their Youth to attend the conferences this summer.
Expect to see a new Youth Schedule in the coming days, as we have a few
changes to the end-of-year dates.

Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education



2018 STEWARDSHIP & BUDGET UPDATE:

First, we owe a great word of thanks to all those who have turned in an
estimate of giving card for 2018. If you intend to turn in an estimate of
giving card and have not yet, please do so soon! We are moving quickly into
the budget-making process. Your estimates of giving are an essential part of
helping us as plan our ministry of loving God and loving our neighbors
together as a congregation.
 
God has been doing a new thing in the life of our church. According to Lesia
Campbell, our Church Administrator, there are twelve new families that
have pledged to give to our church this year, and we’re projecting about
$312,000 in pledge giving for 2018. Thanks be to God!
 
Our Session and Finance council have begun the work of planning our
ministry over the next year and forming our 2018 budget. Over the past
three years, we’ve slowly been reducing our deficit. We budgeted a $15,000
deficit for 2016, and a $12,000 for 2017. As we’ve carefully worked through
the 2018 budget, we are currently projecting a $10,000 deficit for 2018. 

Our Session believes that God is calling us to work towards a balanced
budget this year. We believe it’s part of the practice of being good caretakers
of what God has entrusted to us as a church. If your family, along with other
families, can prayerfully consider increasing your pledge by just 5% this
year, we might just be able to have a balanced budget for the first time in a
few years. If you feel God may be calling you to increase you pledge, you can
contact Lesia in the office at 910-892-4121 or at fpcdunnoffice@gmail.com
 
God is doing a new thing in the life of our church. We have new members,
new ministries, new energy and new leadership. There is much to be
excited about. Let us continue to join together in the work that God is
doing!

Announcements

Warren Green, son of Randy & Claudette Green, has now been transferred to Iraq
(from Kuwait). If anyone would like the send him messages, cards or letters below
is his new address:

MAJ Charles W. Green
HHC/449 CAB
TF Hurricanes
APO AE 09378

Wednesday night activities and programs will resume on Wednesday
January 24th.

Rev. Dudley will be out of town January 16 - 19. If you have any pastoral
emergencies, please call the church office.

Giving envelopes for 2018 are now available. You can pick your's up in the
hallway by the choir room. If you would like a packet but do not see one with
your name, please contact Lesia in the church office.



Prayer Concerns

Amy Bass
Charles Bath

Doris Carr
Joe Giles

Keilah Goff

Joan McDuffie Harmon
Brenda Hockaday

Ed Lewis
Linda McCaskill
Butch Raynor

January BirthdaysJanuary Birthdays

Interested in upcoming events at FPC?
Be sure to check out our online calendar on the church website! 

Nursery Attendants

January 14
Courtney & Meda Williams

Russ & Gina Warren

January 21
Kevin & Amanda Allen
Billy & Lynn Godwin

January 28
Will & Angie Hathaway
Gerald & Kathy Hatley

February 4
Clint & Anna Stanley

Amy Hartley & Cecelia Godwin

February 11
Clark & Rebecca Hales
Brian & Heather Foster

Acolytes

January 14 - Kole Daughtry
January 21 - Rayleigh Morgan

January 28 - Charlotte Johnson
February 4 - Ashton Yarbrough

February 11 - Connor Wood

Deacon Greeters (January)
Natalie Turner

Melissa Stevens
Jackye Sholar

Elder at the Door
January - Gale Tart


