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A Note From Our Pastor

THIS SUMMER: BRING YOUR BIBLE TO CHURCH

A few months ago I was teaching our Pastor’s Bible Study on a
Wednesday Night when I asked everyone to open their Bibles -
only to look around to find that almost no one had brought one! I
can totally understand why no one had brought one. Usually, on
Wednesday nights, I put our scripture readings on the screen, and if I don’t,
then we probably have plenty of Bibles on hand if we need one. We are a
church after all.
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But I think there’s great value in studying from your own Bible. For confirmation
class this past year, we bought each of our young people their own Bible with
space in the margins to take notes. I carry the same Bible I’ve had for since
college with me in my bag everywhere I go. As Christians we need to know the
Bible, we need to know it’s promises, it’s story, and the hope it proclaims. 

So this summer, I want our church to start trying something different in worship. I
want us to start bringing our Bibles Church.

Of course we already have Bibles in the pews in front of us. I know that many of
you already like to open the pew Bibles and read along as we read the
Scriptures. But what if we started bringing our own Bibles to worship? 

What if we could begin making a practice of circling verses that encourage us
with hope, or highlighting words that convict us and call us to repentance? What
if we could jot notes down in the margin, as the scribes and monks used to do
centuries ago? 

I want to challenge everyone in our church to start bringing their own Bibles with
them to worship.

It doesn’t matter what translation you bring. During worship I’ll be reading from
the NRSV or the CEB translation, but I think there can be great value in reading
one translation while listening to another. It can often help you identify a deeper
meaning in the Scripture.

If you don’t have a Bible, here a few good one’s I’d like to recommend:

For a easy to carry Bible, I recommend The NRSV Thinline Bible:
https://www.amazon.com/NRSV-Go-Anywhere-Thinline-Bible-
Black/dp/0061979171/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1527189220&sr=8-
4&keywords=NRSV+Bible&dpID=41ecrycpmlL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,2
00_QL40_&dpSrc=srch

For a great devotional Bible, I recommend the Life with God NRSV:
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Compact-Burgundy-Renovare-
Resource/dp/006162764X/ref=sr_1_1?
s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527189607&sr=1-
1&keywords=Life+with+God+NRSV&dpID=41Fhu3xCZVL&preST=_SY291_BO1,
204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch

For a more academic study bible, I recommend the CEB Study Bible:
https://www.amazon.com/CEB-Study-Bible-Common-
English/dp/1609260287/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527189290&sr=1-
3&keywords=CEB+Bible&dpID=31yWmqwKprL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,2
00_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
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You might also try the The NIV Thinline Bible:
https://www.amazon.com/Thinline-Leather-Burgundy-Indexed-
Comfort/dp/0310448352/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?
s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527189378&sr=1-3-
spons&keywords=NIV+Bible&psc=1

Whether you have one, or you need to buy one, starting this Sunday, I want to
challenge all of us to begin bringing your own Bible with you to Church. Each
week, I’ll start having words and phrases I want to highlight in the stories and
passages I’m preaching on. My hope is that this practice will deepen our
understanding of the scriptures and our faith and life with God together.

See you Sunday,

Peace and Grace

Rev. Howard Dudley

A Music MomentA Music Moment

Did you know that there was a time in American history that
hymns were not allowed by the church? Ironically, Europeans
were experiencing an hymn explosion of sorts—thanks to John
and Charles Wesley, who wrote thousands of hymns.  However,
the American colonists were slower to embrace the hymn revival
of Europe. Rather, the believers of the new world used The Bay
Psalm Book, published in 1640. The Bay Psalm Book was a
collection of Psalms that were represented in metrical verse. A

song leader would line out a short portion of a stanza, and the congregation
would repeat.  Musical notation as we know it today was not included in the very
first edition. The notes would follow in later editions.  It was likely that the new
congregants in the American colonies would not have widespread copies of the
books, but would rely on the song leader to the lead the singing from his copy or
from the book of Psalms itself.  

Hymns of “human composure” as they were called were not accepted at first by
the early church of America. Adhering to the most direct form of the Psalms was
considered to be the purest form of congregational singing. How could man
improve upon the very Word of God, many thought. However, the purpose of the
hymn movement was not to improve upon the Psalms, but to offer additional song
texts for the proclaiming of God’s power, the spreading of the Gospel message,
and the sharing of Biblical truth.

https://www.amazon.com/Thinline-Leather-Burgundy-Indexed-Comfort/dp/0310448352/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527189378&sr=1-3-spons&keywords=NIV+Bible&psc=1


British preacher, George Whitfield (also spelled Whitefield) came to preach in
the American colonies in the 1700s. The British evangelist praised the European
hymns of Wesley and Watts. Thus, the American believers became exposed to
this body of song. Finally, in 1766, Americans printed their own hymnal, Hymns
and Spiritual Songs. Fast forward about 280 years, and another body of
believers is embracing a new hymnal. The Glory to God hymnal that was
dedicated at First Presbyterian Church of Dunn, NC on the first Sunday of May
was published in 2013 by Westminster Press. This Presbyterian hymnal is
culmination of a multi-year endeavor by the Presbyterian Committee on
Congregational Song and editor, David Eicher.
The intent of the editor and the committee was to bring together a body of songs
that would ultimately proclaim the mighty acts of God from Creation to His Return
as well as provide songs from various cultures and languages to be shared by
our local congregation, who is part of the church at large. What a privilege to
have the new hymnal at First Presbyterian. Glory to God!

Thanks to Paula Pope, the Women of the Church and a few Mid High parents and
youth, we hosted a lovely Senior High Banquet on May 6th at which we honored
Wes Turner and Kyle Glover, two of our graduating seniors. We reflected on their
participation in our church programs over the years and enjoyed a video slideshow
of their lives. The two were presented desktop crosses as gifts to express our love
and best wishes for their futures and to remind them that Christ goes with them
always. A special thanks to Russ Warren, Paula Pope, Beth Stevens and Meredith
Bradham for preparing the food and to Brian Foster and Howard Dudley for their
inspirational messages.

Although the rain delayed our first attempt at the Annual Golf Tournament, the
event did take place on May 25th. We had 11 teams participating and 4 hole
sponsors. The Youth attending Massanetta and Montreat greatly appreciate those
who gave donations and paid entry fees as this will help to offset the cost of
attending the two summer conferences. During worship on June 17th, there will be a
Commissioning Ceremony for the Youth and Adults attending the Massanetta and
Montreat Youth Conferences this summer.

Graduate Recognition Sunday is June 3rd. Please be sure to send in graduation
information to denafpc@gmail.com. We include high school, college, graduate
school, etc. The following is needed: Graduate’s name, parent’s names, school
graduating from, degree earned, future plans. Graduates are invited to wear their
regalia and to process in during the worship. We’ll also have Lemonade on the Lawn
after the service.
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The Summer Fun for K-5th graders will take place 9:00-11:00 AM this year. The
dates will be June 11 and 18 for the Girls and June 12 and 19 for the Boys. The big
FINALE PIZZA PARTY AND CONCERT for both the girls and boys will be June 20th.
Our theme this year is Make a Joyful Noise: the Science of Sound. We will study
different ways that sound played a role in the Bible and discover the properties of
sound as we create a variety of instruments. Hopefully, we will be able to play a
couple of songs in a mini-concert. Please feel free to invite children outside of our
church to attend the Summer Fun.

As always, we will need the help of Youth and Adults at Vacation Bible School. We
will kick-off VBS with a church-wide event on Sunday, July 22nd. The children will
enjoy VBS lessons, music, crafts and games from 9:00-11:30 AM on Monday
through Wednesday. There will also be a closing activity for VBS on Wednesday
evening to which the church and community are invited. Please invite friends and
their children to join us.

Always Blessed by You,

Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

From the Weekday School
It’s hard to believe that another school year is
coming to an end. May 31st will be the last day
of school and we are grateful to our teachers and
assistants for another wonderful year!

The Spring Program on April 22nd was a great
success. Thank you to the teachers, assistants,
and Rev. Dudley for their hard work in preparing
for this.

There is still a lot going on in all the classes. Field trips, Mother’s Day
activities, and End of the Year parties have kept the classes busy.

Mother’s Morning Out has been learning the color pink and the shape of an
oval. They had a Mother’s Breakfast on May 10th and they are continuing to
enjoy hearing their favorite books read.

The 2 and 3 Day Classes are finishing the alphabet with the letters S, T, and
Z. They have enjoyed sharing their favorite books and favorite stuffed
animals with their class.



A field trip to Animal Ed Adventures was a highlight for the 5 Day Class this
month. They have also reviewed their numbers and letters, studied about
animals and insects and enjoyed their science theme “Commotion in the
Ocean”.

We regret that Beth Smith and Margaret Herring will not be returning to the
Mother’s Morning Out program and Ginger Johnson will not be returning as
assistant in the 2 and 3 Day Class. We appreciate the wonderful job they have
done with our children and we wish them all much happiness and success in
their future.

We wish our teachers and assistants and enjoyable and restful summer!

2018 Presbyterian Women Honorary2018 Presbyterian Women Honorary
Life MembershipLife Membership

This year’s recipient of the 2018 Presbyterian
Women Honorary Life Membership is Paula Butler
Pope. This honor is given to recognize Paula’s
faithful service to First Presbyterian Church of
Dunn and its Women’s ministry. 

Paula is one of those people who sees something that needs to be done and
then just quietly goes about doing it. There are so many things that she does
behind the scenes that it would be hard to list. From making sure there are
trimmed pencils in each pew, to helping with the youth and church activities,
to working in and keeping the kitchen organized, to planning gatherings
while always wearing a smile on her face and a kind word to all. She has
served on various committees along with helping to provide meals for
families who have lost loved ones or need assistance.
 
Paula was born in Moore County on March 23 and grew up in Southern Pines.
She graduated from Pinecrest High School in 1990. Although she did not play
sports, she did have a love of music and was lst chair violin for her school
orchestra and was a member of the Moore County Honors Youth
Orchestra. After high school she attended Meredith College where she was a
member of the school’s orchestra. In her junior year she transferred to UNC-
Chapel Hill and graduated with a BS in biology. It was there that she met her
future husband on a blind date. 

After Paula and Tilghman were married they lived in Raleigh, North Carolina
where Paula worked for GlaxoSmithKline. She was a member of the Junior
League of Raleigh and served on various committees and volunteered at the
Shepard’s Table Soup Kitchen in downtown Raleigh. When it came time to
start a family they moved back to Dunn where Tilghman went to work with
his father in his law practice. It was during this time that Alice Sherrod asked



Paula to become involved with the Women of the Church, and we are so
thankful that she said yes. She has served on the Women’s Council for the
past several years in various capacities and has been its Moderator for the last
6 years. Paula was also part of a group that formed a new charitable board at
Betsy Johnson Hospital, now known as the Foundation Board, to raise money
and awareness for community needs, including supporting those fighting
cancer. 
 
Paula has a love of learning and shares that love with local children. She has
worked as a substitute teacher, a part-time middle school math tutor and is
currently a full-time 8th grade Math and Science teacher at Dunn Middle
School.

She loves playing tennis, traveling, being with friends and more importantly
spending time with her family, husband Tilghman and children Tilghman,
Harris and Mary Myres. 



May 28th - Memorial Day - Church Office Closed

May 30th - Sunday School Teachers Meeting

June 3rd - Graduate Sunday

June 3rd - Baby Shower for Meg Dudley

June 15th - 20's & 30's Cookout

June 17th - Commissioning of Youth Summer Conference
Attendees and Leaders

June 21st - Red Cross Blood Drive

Announcments
20's & 30's Cookout - June 15th
If you are a part of our church family and in your 20s or 30s, your invited
to join us for a Cookout on Friday, June 15th at Bryant & Emily Pope’s
House. Cookout starts at 7 PM, and you don’t need to bring a thing.
Come to spend time in fellowship with us, but also to learn more about
our developing ministries for young adults and young parents. For more
information, contact Pastor Howard at howard.dudley@gmail.com.

The New Church Directory Coming:
First Presbyterian will be putting together a new church family wide
photo directory this summer! Be on the look out to sign up for a time for
you and your family to have your picture taken. Dates will be Thursday-
Saturday, July 25, 26 & 27, and then again August 9, 10 & 11! We look
forward to including you and your family in our directory!

Volunteers Needed
Dunn Middle School is in need of volunteer proctors for End of Grade
testing. If you are available for any of the following dates, please let the
church office know: May 30, 31 and June 1. Make-up test dates are: May
29 and June 4 and 5.
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Proctors are also needed at Triton High School on June 4-8. Please
contact Morgan Colmenero at mcolmenero@harnett.k12.nc.us or 919-
624-0169.

Mark Your Calendars!
Our 2018 Vacation Bible School, “Shipwrecked – Rescued by Jesus”, will
be July 22-25.

Mother’s Morning Out
Our church’s Mother’s Morning Out program has positions available for a
teacher and teacher assistant for the 2018-2019 school year. If
interested, contact Lisa Fitchett at (919) 524-1986.

Old Hymnals
If anyone would like to have one of the old blue hymnals, please feel
free to take one, or two. They are in the fellowship hall on the tables in
the walkway sorted by the name of the individual the hymnal was given
in honor of, in memory of, or undesignated. We will keep them out until
the end of May for anyone wishing to take one.

Graduate Sunday
On June 3, we will recognize our graduates. If you know of a graduating
member of our church, please contact Dena Bradham. (High school,
community college, and university, as well as those earning masters,
doctorate, and professional degrees.)

Thursday Night Bluegrass Jam
Do you play a guitar, banjo, mandolin, dobro, bass, fiddle or other
bluegrass instrument? Love bluegrass music? Want to test your chops?
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Thursdays at 7:00 PM for our new
weekly Bluegrass Jam, hosted by Mac McCaskill. No experience
necessary, and listeners and spectators are welcome. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BASKETBALL
Looking for a little exercise? Join us for Basketball, every Wednesday
Nights at 7:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. For more information contact
Bryant Pope.
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Get your First Presbyterian Church of Dunn T-Shirts! 
You can get a T-shirt now in White or in Grey for just $15. You can also
order a polo in Grey or Blue for $25. Just sign up on the form outside the
church office. Don’t miss out! Get your T-shirt now!

back view - grey back view - white polo style

front

Some Highlights from our May 21st
Meeting of the Session:
Our Session welcomed four new members of our congregation:
Peter Alvarez, by reaffirmation of faith
Heather Lane, by reaffirmation of faith
Daniel Lane, by baptism and profession of faith
Kyle Glover, by baptism and profession of faith

Our Session approved the baptism of Leon Lane, son of Heather & Daniel Lane.

Our Session approved grants from the First Presbyterian Mission Endowment to:
$1000 to the Twin Counties Disaster Assistance Group, which assists families in the
Tarboro and Rocky Mount area hoping to return home after damage in Hurricane
Matthew.
$1600 to send two campers to Camp Carefree, an organization that provides a
summer camp experience for children suffering from serious illnesses.

Our Session approved the creation of a new photo directory. Photos will be taken July
26-28, August 9-11.

Our Session approved our office’s use of the ‘Breeze Church Management System”

Our Session approved the use of our Fellowship Hall for a weekly Bluegrass Jam,
every Thursday Night starting at 7:30, led by Mac McCaskill.



Prayer Concerns
Larry Bacon

Margaret Beasley
Joe Giles

Keilah Goff
Linda McCaskill

Marty Parker
Butch Raynor
Gloria Ryals
Amy Stewart



Nursery Attendants

May 27
Will & Angie Hathaway

Susan Hatley
Melissa Stevens

June 3
Clint & Anna Stanley

Courtney & Meda Williams

June 10
Clark & Rebecca Hales
Ronnie & Katie Dickens

June 17
Harry & Betty Byrd

Tilghman & Paula Pope

June 24
Jason & Morgan Colmenero

Will & Mary Gage

Acolytes
May 27 - Austin Morgan
June 3 - Whitley Turner
June 10 - Kole Daughtry

June 17 - Rayleigh Morgan
June 24 - Sydney Bradham

Deacon Greeters

(May)
Natalie Turner

Melissa Stevens
Jackye Sholar

(June)
Lee Herring

Anne Johnson
Susan Williamson

Elder at the Door
May 27 - Bill Lasater
June 3 - Linda Lee
June 10 - Linda Lee

June 17 - Billy Godwin
June 24 - Billy Godwin
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