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A Note From Our Pastor

God is doing a New Thing!

In Isaiah 43 God reminds the his chosen people of where
they’ve been, all of the trials and triumphs that God has
walked their ancestors through. But then, speaking through
the prophet, God sets his sights towards the future:

“Behold! I am doing a new thing!
It springs up now, can you not see it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
And streams in the desert."

If there’s anything that I’ve heard over the past few months from our congregation,
it’s that God is doing a new thing in the life of our church. I know I can see it, many of
you have told me you can see it, and I know others in our community have
remarked that they can see it as well. So let us make this scripture our theme of the
next year: What are the new things God is doing in your life, in the life of our
community, and in the life of our church?

We will be kicking off our new year of ministry together as a church this coming
Sunday, September 10th with Rally Day. We’ll be kicking off our Wednesday Night
Fellowship Dinners together on September 13th, with new programs for children and
youth. We hope you and your family will join us as we worship together, grow
together and serve together.

Thanks be to the God who is always doing something new!

Peace and Grace,

http://www.fpcdunn.com


Rev. Howard Dudley

RALLY DAY, Sunday September 10th
GOD IS DOING A NEW THING

SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 10:00 AM in the SANCTUARY
All ages are invited to gather in the sanctuary at 10:00 AM for our Sunday School
Assembly. We’ll kick off our new year of Sunday school by recognizing those who
participated in Sunday school last year and dismissing us our new Sunday School
classes.

WORSHIP 11:00 AM in the SANCTUARY
Just like every Sunday, we’ll gather back to give thanks and praise to God together
in the Sanctuary at 11 AM for worship. Nursery care will be available. 

RALLY DAY LUNCHEON 12:00 PM in the FELLOWSHIP HALL
The Discipleship council invites you to our Rally Day Luncheon immediately
following worship. Come hear about all the new things God is doing in the life of our
church and how you and your family can get involved.

CONFIRMATION & YOUTH FELLOWSHIP KICKOFF 5:00 PM
Don’t forget that confirmation class and youth group kick off with dinner at 5:00 PM.
Youth (8th-12th graders) should wear clothes that they do not mind getting paint on,
as we’ll be decorating the youth room together.



A Music  Mome ntA Music  Mome nt

Send in the Choir

A battle was inevitable. Allied armies from Moab and Ammon
were preparing to fight against King Jehoshaphat of
Judah. Being one of the few “good” kings, Jehoshaphat actually
sought the Lord for guidance on the appropriate battle strategy
for this impending siege. The answer in short was to simply
stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. The Lord would
fight the battle, so the children of Judah would not need their
weapons. At the head of the army, which was going to simply
stand still anyway, Jehoshaphat sends in the choir. They did

not sing “Jehoshaphat Fit the Battle of Judah.” Neither did they sing a song of lament
or sorrow. Instead they sang, “Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth forever” (II
Chronicles 20:21)

Sending in the choir may seem like a totally insane response to a looming war, but
that is exactly what happened on that day in Judah’s history. The choir, armed with
the power of the Lord and His praise on their lips, began to sing. For unexplained
reasons, the armies of Moab and Ammon turned on themselves and started killing
each other. When Jehoshaphat’s choir and army arrived at the watch tower, the
threatening armies had become a valley of dead bodies. The army of Judah only
had to gather the spoils, and that took them three days! 

Struggles, inevitable hardships and sorrows are all part of the life cycle. No one
escapes pain, but the child of the Lord has the promise of His faithful care and
guidance. So send in the choir. The end result is known. The Lord is victorious. Yes,
praise the Lord, for His mercy does endure forever.

Want to be a part of this army of victorious warriors? Join the choir! The FPC choir
marches in every Sunday just ahead of the liturgy to proclaim the goodness and
faithfulness of the Lord. What an awesome responsibility and privilege! Don’t miss
out on this incredible opportunity of service. 

Adult Choir Practice begins Wed. Sept. 6th at 7 pm in the choir room. Adults and
teens are welcome to join. You do not have to read music to be a part of this
ministry. Just simply come and bring a willing spirit to sing.
The music classes for children from Kindergarten through 5th grades will begin
meeting on Wed, Sept. 13th at 5 pm. Mrs. Dena Bradham will be conducting the
chimes and hand bells for the children, and I will be leading the children’s choirs. We
are raising up an army of young warriors to proclaim with instruments and voice the
mighty faithfulness of the Lord. 

I hope that you and your little ones will enlist in the music ministry of First
Presbyterian Church. Or maybe be drafted? :) By either method, you are welcome.



Isaiah 43:19 
I am about to do a new thing;

  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness

  and rivers in the desert.

I f you’ve been around the church for the past few weeks, you can feel it.
Something almost electric is in the air. “Do you not perceive it?” There’s an
energy and excitement building—a sense of expectation and urgency among
the staff and the volunteers who have been hard at work making
preparations. And it’s not just something that you can feel; you can see it
too. There’s a new look to some old spaces. Worn and unused things have
been purged and/or replaced. Rooms that have stood vacant for years are
being brought back to life and prepared for activity, while others are being
assigned a new purpose. All of this is in preparation for the beginning of the
2017-18 church year. New books and curriculum materials have been
arriving in anticipation of the new programs and opportunities for study,
service and worship that have been planned. Yes, God has been at work
through His servants, preparing the way for the new things He is about to
do in and through us at First Presbyterian Church of Dunn. On Sunday, Sept
10th, we will see these “new things spring forth”, as we kick off the year
with Rally Day. I  hope to see all of you there.

Blessings to you all,

Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

INTRODUCING THE JELLIES PRE-SCHOOL MINISTRY

Rally Day is fast approaching, and with it a new year and a lot of exciting new
things in the life of our church, including some changes to our care for and
ministry with children four years old and younger.

If you haven’t noticed, we’ve had an abundance of young children and infants
who’ve joined our church family recently. We currently have almost 20
children on our roles under the age of 4. And what’s more, by late this fall,
we could expect to have as many as five infants in our nursery! With such an



exciting abundance of activity on Sunday morning, the Session has decided
that a few changes are needed to ensure that our children are well nurtured
and cared for.

INTRODUCING “THE JELLIES!”
Last year, we began calling our ministry programs for children in elementary
school (K through 5th grade), JAM, which is short for “Jesus And Me.” This
year, with so many young kids running around, we wanted to add some
programming for our younger children, four years old and younger. An so, in
keeping with our JAM theme, Dena and I have decided to call our ministries
for toddlers “The Jellies!”

SUNDAY MORNINGS NURSERY CARE:
1. Starting on Rally Day, Mrs. Beth Smith will serve as our nursery
coordinator for most Sundays. Beth is no stranger to the life of our church,
as she currently serves four days a week as our Mother’s Morning Out
teacher. Beth will be present to support and coordinate our nursery
volunteers from 10:30 to 12:30 each Sunday morning.

2. Even with’s Beth’s presence, we’ll still need your help as nursery
volunteers! We will continue to assign volunteers each week for both our 3 &
4 year old nursery and our 2 years old & under nursery. Beth’s job will be to
coordinate the nurseries. We ask that you please help her get acclimated,
while also following her lead. She will be in charge, and we hope her
experience will give us an extra hand in helping us calm children and deal
with any necessary discipline issues.

3. Starting on Rally Day, we’ll be making an extra effort to keep our older 3 &
4-year-old nursery and our younger 2 & under nursery separate. There may
be some Sundays where that age breakdown may need to shift a bit, but in
general, we think it’s important to have older kids separate as much as
possible with so many babies around. Please work to help us keep these two
age groups separate. Beth will work with the group that she deems has the
most need on any particular Sunday morning.

4. Children of all ages are welcome to join us in worship, but our nursery
should be for children who are 4 years old and younger. By age 5, we think
it’s important to encourage all children to fully participate with the rest of the
church in worship.

5. Finally, if you aren’t on the nursery volunteer schedule, consider joining
the rotation! It is such a blessing to have so many children in the life of our
church, but we cannot fulfill our baptismal vows to raise and nurture our
children in Christ without your help! We do have the worship service wired
for the nursery so you can still listen to the service on Sunday mornings. The
more volunteers we have in our rotation, the more we can spread out the
load!

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS: STORYTIME AND NURSERY
6. We invite our Jellies and parents to join us at 5:30 PM each Wednesday
for “Storytime.” Each week we’ll read a short Bible story, sing songs and
pray. Our hope is to begin to familiarize our youngest disciples with the ideas
central to our faith: God, Jesus, Church and the Bible. We’ll be using a
storybook curriculum called “God Loves Me.” We hope you’ll and your “Jelly”
will join us for Storytime each week!



7. As usual dinner will start at 6:00 PM followed by a Pastor’s Bible Study at
6:30 PM. During Dinner and the Bible Study we’ll have paid nursery care
available each week.

I hope you and your family are as excited about the new things God is doing
in the life of our church! If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to
contact either Dena or Howard at the church office.

From the Weekday School
 
It’s an exciting new year for the Weekday School! Teachers have been
planning and decorating their rooms and the halls to welcome the new
students and their families. Classrooms are ready, new mulch has been
added to the playground, and teachers are excited. We welcome new
students as well as many familiar faces of students who continue to
progress through our school program. We are so proud of our school’s
reputation in our community!

We are happy to have returning to our 5 day program teacher Kathy
Fennell and assistant Laura Brewer and Lisa Ennis as the teacher in our 2
and 3 day classes with Ginger Johnson as her assistant. We are glad that
Beth Smith will be returning as our Mother’s Morning Out teacher and we
welcome Margaret Herring, one of our own members, as assistant in that
class. It is wonderful that we had such a large demand for this age that
we have classes not only on Tuesday and Thursday as in the past, but we
have also added a Monday-Wednesday class. We look forward to an
exciting and rewarding year for our Weekday School!

Announcements

THE SEEKERS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:
MAKING SENSE OF THE BIBLE
Starting this fall, The Sunday School class that meets in
the Parlor every Sunday at 9:45 AM will have a new
name— the “Seekers” Class. We invite you to join us
this semester as we study “Making Sense of the Bible”

by Adam Hamilton, a book that walks us through what the Bible is,

mailto:denafpc@gmail.com
mailto:howard.dudley@gmail.com


where the Bible came from, why it matters, and what it has to say. Join
us starting on Rally Day at 9:45 AM each week.
THE COVENANT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
‘ONE MONTH TO LIVE’
The Covenant Sunday School class will start back every
Sunday at 9:45 AM, meeting in the church library. Over
the next few weeks, the Covenant Class will be looking at
the book “One Month to Live: Thirty Days to a No-Regrets
Life” by Kerry and Chris Shook. Join us starting on Rally
Day!
PASTOR’S TEACHING SERIES:
Adults are invited to join us on Wednesday Nights at 6:30 PM,
starting September 13th for our weekly Pastor’s Bible Study. Our class
will be taking place in the fellowship hall and we’ll be working our way
through the story of scripture, from Genesis to Revelation. 

MEN OF THE CHURCH: 
FIRST BREAKFAST GATHERING, SEPTEMBER
17th 8:30 AM.
The Men of the church will kick the new year off
with our first breakfast on September 17th at
8:30 AM. We hope to discuss the our future as

the Men of the Church program - possible speakers and mission and
service possibilities. We hope you’ll come and join us.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN:
The Presbyterian Women’s Circles will resume on
Monday, September 11, 2017, for a time of Bible
study and fellowship. Circle #1 is led by Mary
Hunter and meets at 10:30 AM; Circle #2 is led by
Donna Robinson and meets at 3:00 PM ; Circle #3 is
led by Kathy Hatley meets at 7:00 PM. The Circles
meet in the Church Parlor.

Youth Announcements

Youth Parent Meeting
There will be a meeting of both Mid and Senior High Parents (including
the parents of Confirmation Class) Sunday, Sept 10th from 5:00 until
approximately 5:30 in the upstairs Scout Room. We will handle some
paperwork, give out the Youth Schedule for the 2017-18 year, discuss
expectations and answer questions. Please bring insurance and contact
information.



Youth Sunday School
On Sunday mornings, the Youth will assemble at
10:00 AM in the Youth Room for Sunday School time
with Brian Foster. The Youth Sunday School
program is a study of the Bible.

Youth Fellowship Kick-Off
The Mid and Senior Highs will kick-off the new
year of Sunday evening fellowship and service
on Sunday, Sept 10th 5:00-7:00 PM in the Youth
Room (upstairs). We will begin with dinner
followed by a painting event. Come dressed for
painting on a small scale. The Confirmation Class will have the
opportunity to paint before their meeting with Pastor Dudley. 

Youth Wednesday Program
After dinner on Wednesday evenings, all Youth will meet
together at 6:30 pm in the Youth/Senior High Room to enjoy
a little music together. Following music time, the Senior

Highs will remain in the Youth Room while the the Mid Highs move to
their own newly claimed room for their separate devotional and study
times. The Senior Highs will be led by David Bradham and Mary Gage
and the Mid Highs are blessed to have Anne and Cotton Johnson joining
them this year. The Youth Wednesday program ends at 7:15 PM.

Children’s Ministries — JELLY, JAM Jrs. And JAM
We are very excited to be adding a program for our 2 to 4-year-old age
group. They will now be called the JELLIES, and they will have their
own Wednesday Bible Story Time in the new JELLY Room (near
Weekday classrooms) from 5:30 to 6:00. After dinner, the JELLIES will
return to the regular nursery during the adult program. All Children’s
programs end at 7:15 PM on Wednesday.

Prayer Concerns



Amy Bass
Doris Carr

Mike Godwin
Joan McDuffie Harmon

Brenda Hockaday
John Mitchell Jackson

Marilyn Ross
Steve Watson
Bobby Weber

S ept ember  Bir t hdaysS ept ember  Bir t hdays

Riley Heath 1
Courtney Williams 5
Tilghman Pope 6
Madison Hales 6
Priscilla Weber 7
Heather Jackson 9
Elaine Tart 9
Rebecca Hales 10
Faye Jackson 12
Lisa Bradham 13
Reid Whittington 15
Erin Young 15
Barbara Hartgrove 17
Kevin Allen 18

Johnson Tilghman 19
Logan Patrick 20
Steve Malone 20
Lee Malone 22
Jim Gray 23
Rick Stephenson 23
Sara Brown 23
Alexander Turlington 24
Lauren Taylor 26
Keira Stevens 26
Brian Foster 28
Angie Hathaway 28
Patsy Williams 30

Interested in upcoming events at FPC? Be sure
to check out our online calendar on the church

website! 

Nursery Attendants

September 10

Acolytes
September 10 - Ashton Yarbrough

September 17 - Palmer Foster

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57694169


Will & Angie Hathaway
Amy Hartley & Cecelia Godwin

September 17
Clint & Anna Stanley

Brian & Heather Foster

September 24
Matthew & Carrie Smith
Jerry & Regina Rawls

September 24 - Cole Stevens

Deacon Greeters (September)
Susan Hatley
Lee Herring

Susan Hatley

Elders at the Door
September 10 - Cindy Smith
September 17 - Willie Suggs

September 24 - Courtney Williams
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