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A Note From Our PastorA Note From Our Pastor

Every year on the last Sunday of January, our church holds a
congregational meeting where our Session gives a report to the greater
church community about all of our ministry endeavors of the past year.
Think of it as a kind of “state of the church” address, coming not just
from your pastor but from all the elders together. This year’s
congregational meeting well be held in just a few weeks on Sunday,
January 27th. We’ll have an abbreviated service that day, and everyone
who comes to church will receive a copy of our session's annual report.

I’m going to be using the sermon time on January 27th to share a little bit about a vision
our Session has adopted for our church. There isa lot to be excited about in the life of
our church. In the past year, we’ve welcomed dozens of new people into our
congregation: new families, a strong confirmation class, and of course the membership of
the Erwin Presbyterian Church, who have merged into our congregation. We also have
received more in pledges for 2019 than we’ve received in a very long time.

But still, there are some challenges ahead of us. Our Session has worked hard over the
past year to paint a picture of where we’re heading as a church, what we hope to do
better, and how we can best equip our church to help the people of greater community



find hope and connection by loving God, loving their neighbors, and knowing that in
Christ Jesus God has loved them. Here are some of the goals our Session has
committed to:

1. Increased Mission Giving. As we said throughout the fall, we don’t want to be a
church that just talks about God’s love, but lives God’s love, shows God’s love and
becomes God’s love for our city and our world. In the past few years, almost all of our
giving to mission partners like the DUMA Food Pantry, Rise Against Hunger, or Disaster
Relief has come from either our mission endowment or from special offerings. We want to
change that. We’d like to see our church giving to mission and service outside the walls
of our church directly from the church budget.

2. Better Maintenance of our Facility I know I’m biased, but I think we are blessed with
one of the most beautiful church campuses in Harnett County, and we’re even more
blessed to have something happening on our campus almost every day of the week, and
not just worship, Sunday school, youth group and fellowship dinners, but pre-school, boy
& girl scouts, bluegrass jams, basketball and blood drives. But our building is not young,
and it costs more and more to maintain. We hope to do better in taking care of our
building so that we can continue to support the great ministry in our church and our
greater community well into the future.

3. More Staff. Our church is blessed with a wonderful staff team that works very well
together and who give us all way more than we pay for. It’s quite incredible to think the
music programs, children’s ministry programs and youth ministry programs our church
offers are all pulled off under the leadership of part-time staff. If we hope to keep the
good ministry God is doing in our midst, we’ll eventually need to be looking to expand our
team.

The Spirit of God blows like the wind, but if you want to catch the wind, you’ve got to hoist
your sails. I, for one, am excited about the direction the wind seems to be blowing, but
even more grateful to be a part of church that’s working to hoist its sails. You’ll hear more
about all of this and more the Annual Congregational Meeting on January 27th.

Peace and Grace
Rev. Howard Dudley

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

- My great-great-grandfather, Rev. David
Fairley, served as the pastor at the
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant in
Spring Lake, North Carolina from 1859 until
he died in 1913—- from the start of the Civil
War to the start of World War I. This past
fall, Church of the Covenant found itself
under 8 feet of flood waters from the rising
Little River following Hurricane Florence. On
Thursday, I traveled down to Church of the
Covenant with my cousin Yancey
Washington to see the flood damage, and
to give them a grant of $2,500 from the
First Presbyterian Church Mission Endowment to support the reconstruction of their
sanctuary. The saints of the Church of the Covenant asked me to convey their thanks
and praise to God for both our support and the support of other sister congregations
who have offered to help in their time of need.

- Speaking of my ancestors, we held the final worship service for the Erwin Presbyterian



Church on January 6th. If you couldn’t make it, it was a wonderful, well attended service.
At the service, I shared that I’d discovered a marvelous piece of history. In 1905, the
chair of the Presbytery’s commission to open the Erwin Presbyterian Church was Rev.
Watson Fairley, who served as the pastor at First Presbyterian in Fayetteville, and was
David Fairley’s son, my great-great-uncle. 114 years ago, he chaired the organizing
commission of the church, and earlier this month, I chaired the commission to close it. As
I said at the service, a church closing can be sad, but it is also an occasion for rejoicing.
It is not a failure but a mission accomplished.

A Music MomentA Music Moment

My middle school band teacher said there are three kinds of people in the
world. First, there are the people who make things happen. The brasses
sat up taller. He is surely speaking of them. They are loud. They blast out
the melody. Everyone hears their part. Then there are the people who
watch things happen—the observers. I guess he was speaking of the
woodwinds who spend a lot of time counting rests—just watching the
music go by. Finally, he said, there are those people who wonder what is
happening. Clearly, he was talking about the percussionists who were

always playing around at the back of the band room and have no clue what is going on in
the music.  They are without a doubt the “wonderers” of the band. At least, that’s how it
played out in my mind. In actuality, he wasn’t really talking about each section of our
band being any less important than the other, he was simply saying that it took all of us
to “make” the music happen—just for the record. I remember the illustration vividly
because the band class laughed when he spoke of the “wonderers”. You know, the
wonderers are generally oblivious to even the most obvious of facts.  

In the context of my band class, a “wonderer” was not the preferred people group. But in
another context, a wonderer could have an entirely different meaning. Take for instance,
the wonder on the face of a toddler looking at the Christmas tree being lit for the first
time. There’s the wonder of being in an airplane and seeing the landscape from
thousands of feet above the usual vantage point. Is there any way to describe the
wonder on the faces of new parents as they see their baby just seconds after birth?
Wonder, in these examples, is a feeling of surprise, admiration at something beautiful or
truly inexplicable. Those who wonder at the unexplainable are clearly correct in doing
so.  

One of the purposes of church music is to create a sense of wonder at WHO God is and
WHAT He is doing in our world and in our individual lives. Music, both instrumental and
vocal, has the capacity to renew our sense of wonder at the awesomeness of our
God. And even greater, the wonder that He loves us, truly loves us, in spite of
us. Perhaps, it has been a while since you have stopped and wondered at both the
greatness and the mercy of the Lord. He possesses the power of a king, and the
tenderness of a father. He is the Creator of all life, yet notices the sparrow that has
fallen. It is truly incomprehensible. It is my desire that all facets of the music program of
2019 create an atmosphere of wonder in the house of God by his people, the
wonderers.  

News From the DCENews From the DCE

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The
old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

LOTS GOING ON IN THE CHURCH! If you thought that the fall and
Christmas seasons were abounding with activity, just wait until you see the
plans for the spring. We are looking forward to kicking off the Spring
Semester of 2019 with lots of fellowship and learning opportunities for all
generations of the FPC family. The JAM and JAM Jrs will continue their

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2co+5:17-17


study of the Children’s Catechism, as well as what we believe as Presbyterians along with
how and why we worship. 

The Youth will kick-off their new year with a YOUTH RALLY along with youth from 8 to 10
other churches in the area. The event will take place January 25th-26th as we move
back and forth between First Pres and First Baptist for Music, Keynote, Recreation, Small
Groups, Meals and an overnight LOCK-IN. The Youth Rally is for grades 6-12, and if
your youth hasn’t signed up yet, they should see me for details, permission forms and to
pay the $20 fee (for a tee shirt, booklet, and meals). This is an exciting opportunity to
connect with our sister churches to build a Christian community with the theme
—Together. 

The Senior High Ski Retreat to Massanutten, VA. will be February 15th-17th. There is
room for a couple more youth to attend the ski retreat. Contact me as soon as possible
for forms and to pay the $150 registration fee. When they return, Youth will begin making
plans for their fundraiser (a slightly new format this year), Youth Sunday and summer
trips to the Massanetta Middle School Conference and the Montreat Youth Conference.
Parents should begin to let me know now if they plan for their Youth to attend the
conferences this summer. Expect to see an updated Youth Schedule in the coming days,
as we have a few minor changes to the end-of-year dates.

From the Weekday SchoolFrom the Weekday School

Happy New Year from the Weekday School! All classes are back to work and settled into
their routines after Christmas vacation!

Our Mothers' Morning Out class has sadly said goodbye to Mrs. Regina Rawls as
assistant in the class but are happy to welcome another church member Mrs. Katie
Dickens. Mrs. Regina will still be available as a substitute, which is good.

The children in the Mothers' Morning Out class have started the New Year emphasizing
manners, learning to taking turns, and reinforcing listening skills. They are learning
about the color white and the shape of a circle. They will enjoy making snowmen puppets
and hand snowflakes.

Mrs. Gina’s two and three day classes will continue to work on fine motor skills through
writing, drawing, and cutting with scissors. They will honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. by doing acts of kindness. Their Bible Theme will be learning about the Lord’s
Prayer, and they will be encouraged to serve others through their prayers. Learning
certain letters, shapes, and colors continues to be a focus each month.

The Five Day class will enjoy learning about hibernation, The Table of Contents in a
book, sorting and sequencing, and they will begin learning their addresses. They also
focus on certain letters and numbers each month. The month will also include many fun
winter activities.



2019 Communion Schedule2019 Communion Schedule

The session held our annual planning retreat on January 12th at the Erwin Presbyterian
Church. Most of our retreat involved planning for the future, but there was one main
action item to highlight for the congregation:

Starting in March, communion will be served on the last Sunday of every month except
the summer months. This means communion Sundays will be:
- March 31
- April 28
- September 29
- October 27
- November 24
- December 29

Announcements
Annual Meeting
Our annual congregational meeting will be on Sunday, January 27th at the conclusion of
the worhsip service.

College Student Addresses
Every year the Presbyterian Women send a treat to our college students. In order to do
this, they need current addresses. Please contact Laruen Whittington or the church
office with your child's name and address by February 1st so they can be included.

Weekday School Applications
Applications for the 2019-2020 school year are available from the church office or on the
church website. Church members will receive priority admission status until March 1st.

2019 Offering Envelopes
The 2019 offering envelopes are still available. These numbered and dated envelopes
are provided to the congregation free of charge. If you would like to use these envelopes
and you do not see a set with your name on it, please contact Lesia in the church office.

January 25-26: Together Community Youth Rally

January 27: FPC Annual Meeting

February 3: Two Cents A Meal - DUMA

February 3: Souper Bowl of Caring

Febraury 15: Red Cross Blood Drive

February 15-17: Senior High Ski Retreat



Lori Allen
Embree Duffy

Joe & Tanya Giles
Keilah Goff

Jonathan Johnson
Tammy Lockamy



Nursery Attendants
January 20

Harry & Betty Byrd
Amy Godwin

Cecelia Godwin
January 27

Jason & Morgan Colmenero
Brian & Heather Foster

February 3
Travis & Amanda Strickland

Jerry & Regina Rawls
February 10

Andy & Meredith Wermel
Charlie & Beth Stevens

February 24
Casey & Melissa Kerley
Matthew & Carrie Smith

Security Monitors
January 20 - Gerald Hatley

January 27 - Gordon Townsend
February 3 - Casey Kerley
February 10 - Si Harrington
February 17 - Dave Mason

February 24 - Jim Gray

Deacon Greeters
(January)

Erin Harrington
Lynda Turner
(February)

Susan Williamson
Claudette Green

Elders at the Door
January 20 - Ryan Taylor

January 27 - Gale Tart
February 3 - Sara Brown
February 10 - Mary Gage
February 17 - June Green
February 24 - Mary Gage

Acolytes
January 20 - West Stanley
January 27 - Keira Stevens
February 3 - Robert Tart

February 10 - Cash Yarbrough
February 17 - Colton Allen

February 24 - Ashleigh Ledford




