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A Note From Our Pastor

Jesus said that we should love our neighbors as
ourselves. When someone asked him to clarify what he
meant by “neighbor” he told a story (he was always telling
stories, you know). It was a story about about an Israelite
left for dead on the side of the road, ignored by two other
Israelites who pass by — a priest and a Levite — only to
finally be helped by a Samaritan. It was the Samaritan,
Jesus said, who was truly a neighbor to the injured man.
It’s not whether you live or eat or worship or think like or

even know another person that makes you their neighbor. It’s whether or
not you show them mercy and compassion.

In the past few weeks, I’ve become incredibly thankful for the many
neighbors God has blessed my family with here in Dunn. As most of you
know, a couple of Sundays ago we woke up to find that our home had been
broken into and both of our cars had been stolen. Such a thing is
frightening, violating, frustrating and disheartening. Yet in the last two weeks
our family has been swamped with notes of condolence, home cooked
meals and deserts, and plenty of people — even strangers — offering us
the keys to their spare car. 

In the past few weeks I’ve thought a lot about how we measure the value of
neighborhoods or towns or cities — how we decide whether or not a place
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is a “good place to live.” We talk about schools, hospitals, job opportunities,
crime, business development, natural beauty, property values, housing
market.

All that stuff is important, but maybe we’re getting it wrong. Maybe if we take
Jesus at his word, then perhaps the way we should decide whether or not a
place is a good place to live is not by some economic analysis, but whether
or not the people of a community are willing to be neighbors to one another.
What really matters is whether or not people are willing to care for the folks
they share the world with, especially if they don’t know each other very well.

If anything has become clear to me in the past two weeks, it’s that here in
Dunn we are a community of true neighbors. As I’ve shared with many of
you, I’ve been a victim of crime of some form or another in pretty much
every place I’ve ever lived. The difference here has been how this
community has responded with mercy and compassion, and for that I’m
grateful.

So whoever you are, wherever you live, be a neighbor. A real neighbor,
like Jesus tell us to be. Love your neighbors. Take care of your neighbors,
because I can say from experience it makes all the difference in the world.

Peace and Grace
Rev. Howard Dudley

PASTOR NOTES:

ROMANS SUMMER SERMON SERIES
We have begun a summer long sermon series on Paul’s Letter to the
Christians in Rome. I’ll be preaching from selections from the Letter to the
Romans every week between now and Labor Day. In the meantime, I’d
encourage all members of our congregation to read through Paul’s Letter to
the Romans at home. I’m looking forward to delving deeper into this
scripture together.

REV. DUDLEY OUT OF TOWN JUNE 20TH-30TH
I will be out of town between June 20th-30th, serving as the Music and
Worship Leader at the Massanetta Middle School Conferences in
Harrisonburg, Virginia. The Massanetta Middle School Conferences are a
series of Presbyterian Youth gatherings each summer that attract over
1,200 young people, and it will be my job to lead them in praise, worship
and singing. It’s a great honor to be asked to serve in this way, and it is one
of the great joys of my ministry to be able to serve in this way. Eight of our
middle school youth and two advisors will be attending the conference
together themselves June 22-25th.



MEG DUDLEY IS ON CALL FOR PASTORAL EMERGENCIES
While I am out of town, the wonderful and talented Rev. Meg Lindsay
Dudley, pastor of our sister congregation, Bluff Presbyterian Church and my
dearly beloved wife, has agreed to be “on-call” for pastoral emergencies. If
you have a pastoral emergency, please call the church office at 910-892-
4121, or you can reach Meg at 703-850-4107. I am very grateful to Meg for
serving our church in this way.

GEORGE DUDLEY FILLING THE PULPIT JUNE 25TH
While I am out of town on June 25th, we’ll have a very special guest in our
pulpit: George Dudley, who happens to be my father. George is an elder at
Wake Forest Presbyterian Church in Wake Forest, NC, but is also a CRE
which stands for “Commissioned Ruling Elder,” which means he is a “lay
preacher.” For years, part of my father’s service to the Presbyterian Church
has been filling the pulpits of small rural congregations that cannot afford to
pay a pastor full time. He’s preached hundreds of sermons and dozens of
congregations all throughout Eastern North Carolina. He’s never been to
seminary, and he’s not himself ordained, but he’s a talented writer and
preacher, and I hope you will welcome him in worship. I know I am excited
to have him bringing the word for us.

Education, whether Christian or academic, has always been an important
focus of the Presbyterian Church. On June 4th during worship, we had the
opportunity to acknowledge the educational accomplishments of five high
school seniors and eleven post-secondary degree recipients during
Graduate Recognition Sunday. The graduates and their families were
recognized and Rev. Dudley presented the high school graduates a
collection of writings by C.S. Lewis. We ask for God’s blessing on these
individuals on the next leg of their journey.

Summer Fun Activities have begun for the children. Four boys and 18 girls
came to our first session of “Christians Doing Science” on June 13 and
14th. We had a “shockingly” good time, did “hair-raising experiments”
and even bent water as we explored ELECTRICITY. In our bible study, we



discussed the following scriptures as we explored how electricity
forms from atoms we can’t see and how we can build relationships with
people who are different from us.

Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible

Mark 2:16-17   When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with
sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “Those
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have
come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

Summer Fun will continue on June 20th (boys) and 21st (girls) from 9:00
until 11:30 am and will conclude on June 28th with Science in the Dark for
both boys and girls from 6:00 until 8:00 pm. 

The Leaders for Vacation Bible School had a productive planning session
on June 10th. I am so grateful for the creative adults who enjoy devoting
their time to the education of our children. We looking forward to presenting
God’s message through Bible study, music, crafts, recreation and even
snacks using the theme “Maker Fun Factory: Created by God, Built for a
Purpose.” Volunteers ranging from sixth grade to adult are needed to escort
children to and from activities.

Final plans are being made for the June 22-25th excursion with 8 middle
schoolers to the Massanetta Middle School Conference. We are still in
need of a female and male adult to help chaperone and drive the youth.
Please contact me if you are willing to share your time in service to these
kids. 

It’s time to make deposits and to complete the paperwork for the July 8-15th
trip to the Montreat Youth Conference and Ashville Youth Mission. There will
be 13 youth and 4 adults attending this week of study, worship, recreation
and service. We will have a commissioning ceremony for both the
Massanetta and Montreat attendees on the Sundays prior to each journey.  

The Youth Advisors met on June 11th to plan what I think is an exciting
2017-18 year for the Youth. We will be integrating fellowship, service, Bible
study and reflective/prayerful devotions throughout the Wednesday and
Sunday Youth Programs to create a well-rounded approach to Youth
Ministry.



To continue offering a quality program for the children and youth, many
people are needed. I am seeking volunteers for Vacation Bible School,
Sunday School and Wednesday JAM and JAM Jr programs. Please
consider being part of this important mission of our church—the education
of children, youth and adults.

Blessings to you all,
Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

A Music  Mome ntA Music  Mome nt

            GRANDMA and GRANNY

I had two grandmothers.  One was named Grandma, and the
other was named Granny.  Grandma Goldie was soft-spoken
and slow moving.  She kept a hymnal and her Bible on a
small table next to her favorite chair.  Every night she would
read passages from both well-worn books before going to
bed.  If I were spending the night with her, it was my job to
find a hymn or Scripture that Grandma did not know.  I loved

doing this, except I rarely found one that Grandma could not quote.  If I
said, “The Lord is my refuge and strength,” she would recite, “a very present
help in time of trouble.”  I would grab a hymnal and start somewhere in the
middle of a verse 3, (my country church never sang verse 3 of any song)
and she would more often than not complete the stanza.  “Betcha don’t
know this one, Grandma?”  I asked assuredly, thinking that this time I had
her.  I would read, “with numberless blessing each moment he crowns, and
filled with His fullness divine. . . .”  She might hesitate and ask for just the
first word or two and softly she would say or sing, “I sing in my rapture, oh
glory to God, for such a Redeemer as mine.”

Granny Vila B. loved the songs of the church too.  She had a hymnal with
shaped notes, which she actually understood.   However, I rarely saw
Granny holding the hymnal as her hands were usually busy vamping out the
chords to the song on the old, black upright piano.  She would play the
gospel songs really fast, and would always sing a third above the melody.
You could hear her voice over the entire group.  Then there were times she
would take out her banjo.  It got really loud then.  It’s as if she were
oblivious to all the others in the room.  She would play and sing and you
were strongly compelled to join in.  The fact that maybe you didn’t sing or
didn’t feel comfortable in a group setting were completely foreign notions to
Granny Vila B.  If you were at her house, you sang—period.  You didn’t
know the words?  No problem, she had multiple copies of the hymn book.
By the time you found the page, she would have already finished and be
onto another song.  So if you were a repeat visitor to Granny’s, you knew to



just forget finding the page—just mouth along.  Three chords and a cloud of
dust, and it would be over soon.

It was all over too soon, as a matter of fact.  Both of my grandmothers went
to be with the Lord before my children were old enough to stand up at the
piano. So many times I have longed to drag my own children around
Granny’s piano or have my girls check Grandma’s memory on verse 3 of
the hymns.  I cannot imagine growing up without the memory of a family
making music together.   God put us all in families.  God is the Giver
o f music, of melody, of sound.  It is perfectly logical that families should
make music together.  It is really more than just making memories; however,
it is about building faith in all the generations represented in a family circle.
 It is a faith that sings of the fullness of the Godhead, the depravity of man,
and the redeeming love of a Savior. More than just a warm fuzzy memory,
the hymns of Grandma and Granny were growing souls in the faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

I am looking forward to featuring families this summer who make music
together. They will be sharing their faith in song throughout the worship
services in July and August. So, be ready to say “YES” when I find my
calendar to schedule your family.   Praise be to God for the gift of music!

From the Weekday School

The Spring Program on April 30th was a wonderful
success.  Thank you to the teachers, assistants, and
Rev. Dudley for their hard work in preparing for
this.

With May being the last full month of school there
was a lot going on as the classes finished curriculum projects, enjoyed field
trips, and celebrated with end of the year parties!

Mother’s Morning Out I enjoyed doing theme based activities on books they
have enjoyed such as “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” and “The Kissing
Hand”.  They baked cookies together and have shared their favorite shapes
and colors with the class.  Their End of the Year party was May 30th.

The students in the Mother’s Morning Out II class have learned the colors
blue and white and the shape of a rectangle.  They have finished up the
alphabet with the letters, “x”, “y”, and “z” and they had a party on May 18th to
celebrate summer birthdays.  They enjoyed their End of the Year party on
May 25th.



The 3 Day Class shared their favorite stuffed animal and their favorite book
on special “Show and Tell” days.  They brought a picture of their mother to
create a special Mother’s Day surprise and studied the colors blue and
white.  Camping Day was fun!  They all brought their sleeping bags and
flashlight and “camped” in the fellowship hall.   They enjoyed their End of the
Year party on May 24th.

A field trip to Animal Ed. Ventures on May 12th was a highlight for the 5 Day
Class.  They have also studied animals and insects, reviewed numbers and
letters, and had their End of the Year Celebration on May 24th.  Enjoying
many other spring and summer activities filled the rest of their month.

We are happy that our Mother’s Morning Out program has been so well
received in the community that many parents expressed an interest in
continuing through the summer.  Mrs. Beth and Miss Karli were happy to
accommodate so the council is happy to have this class continue during the
summer.  On Tuesday and Thursday mornings you will still hear the sound of
little children’s voices if you happen to be at the church!

2017 Presbyterian Women Honorary Life
Membership
This year’s recipient of the Presbyterian Women’s Honorary
Life Membership is Eleanor Faye Jackson. This membership is

conferred upon an individual in recognition of faithful service.  The symbols of the
Honorary Lifetime Membership pin include a pair of hands representing the caring
and supportive nature of women who seek to build an inclusive community, a leaf
representing personal growth in faith in response to Jesus, a dove representing the
work for peace, a cross at the center by which sins are forgiven through Christ who
is the center of our lives,  and a butterfly symbolizing a newness in Christ.  Faye has
been a faithful member of First Presbyterian Church since 1961.  She quietly works
in the background as a team member doing whatever is needed, whenever it is
needed. 

Over the years Faye has served on many councils and in many capacities. Deacon,
Shepherd, Witness Council, Fellowship Council, Presbyterian Women’s Council,
Circle leader and has served on the PRE Council for 9 years and counting.  Faye is a
devoted member of Circle #3, and a member of Funeral Team #1.  She coordinates
the Meals on Wheels program and the Perky Presbies.  Faye helps out in the office
and can always be seen helping out at funerals and special events at FPC.

Faye was born and raised in the Plainview community and has lived in Dunn all her
life except for 7 years when her job took her to Jacksonville, Florida.  Even then
she came back to FPC as often as she could.  Faye is married to the biggest N.C.
State fan around, Jack Jackson, and they have two children, Montgomery Jackson,



Page Jackson and his wife, Holly, and 2 grandchildren, Heather a CPA in Raleigh
and Christian, a rising senior at N.C. State University. She enjoys being involved
with the Craft Circle that meets weekly at the church, painting, spending time with
family and friends and going to any N.C. State athletic events.

Congratulations to Faye Jackson.

Discipleship Council
THE NEW THINGS
“I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.  Thus says the
Lord …I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
 Isaiah 43:15-19

Is the Lord doing a “new thing” at First Presbyterian Church in
Dunn?
The Discipleship Council answers this question with a resounding “Yes!”
 We see evidence of this in a variety of intangible and tangible ways.  There
is a definite feeling of renewed energy, optimism and sense of participation
and commitment spreading throughout our congregation and church staff.
 Giving evidence and substance to these intangible feelings are very tangible
actions and programming “things” taking place at First Church.

Over the coming months we hope to identify how we at First Presbyterian
Church are, With All That We Are, embracing and implementing God’s plan
for us.  This will be an exciting and rewarding journey of enlightenment,
discovery and commitment to the fulfillment of God’s plan for our church
and will form the framework for our continuing quest for a deeper, better
understanding of the meaning of Christian discipleship.  We look forward
with great anticipation to sharing this journey with you so, climb aboard,
buckle-up and prepare to share your thoughts and feelings as to how God is
doing new things at First Presbyterian Church of Dunn!     

Announcements

Appalachia Service Project
An adult missions trip to Jonesville VA has been selected for 2017.
Through the guidance and direction of Appalachia Service Project, ASP,
volunteers provide much needed repairs to homes. The goal of ASP,
“Warmer, Drier, Safer,” can only be met through the actions of volunteers.
First Presbyterian Church of Dunn can play a role in assisting those in
need. Please plan to remain after the morning service July 9 to learn more
about serving. To learn more about ASP, see the ASP website . See you
July 9! 

https://www.asphome.org/






Prayer Concerns
Joe Bannerman

Amy Bass
Hazel Godwin

Bill Turner 
Raegan Williford

June Birthdays

June Green........................1
Bailey Williams ...............1
Gregg Taylor ...................3
Lauren Smith ...................4
Rodney Godwin ..............6
Wayne Smith ....................8
Jody Yarbrough ...............11
Linda Lee ..........................13
Ross Stevens .....................13
Claire Parker ....................14

Jeanette Herring ..............15
Kathryn Hales .................17
Heather Cannady ...........18
Gladys Wood ..................19
Katherine Fitchett ...........20
Lea Anna Godwin Tart.. 20
Lisa Fitchett .....................23
Emma Stanley .................23
Harris Kelly .....................27
Wyatt Turner ..................29

Interested in upcoming events at FPC? Be sure to
check out our online calendar on the church website! 

Nursery Attendants

June 18
Travis Strickland & Amanda Norris

Casey & Melissa Kerley

June 25
Kevin & Amanda Allen

Amy Hartley & Cecelia Godwin

July 2
Will & Angie Hathaway
Brian & Heather Foster

July 9
Clint & Anna Stanley
Jerry & Regina Rawls

Acolytes
June 18 - Austin Morgan

June 25 - Adair Colmenero
July 2 - Sydney Bradham

July 9 - Madison Hales

Deacon Greeters (June)
Susan Hatley
Natalie Turner
Anne Johnson

Elders at the Door
June 18 - Joyce Dorman

June 25 - June Green
July 2 - David Bradham

July 9 - Cindy Smith

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57694169

