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A Note From Our PastorA Note From Our Pastor

SUMMER SERMONS, SPECIAL GUESTS AND MORE

Summer is upon us! On one hand, you might think that means things are
slowing down around the church, but for your church staff, things are
actually getting busy! Summer is a time of rest and respite, but the summer
is also full of fun stuff.

Starting next week—- June 23rd—- I’m going to be preaching on stories and lessons
from the Acts of the Apostles. The book of Acts is a unique book of the Bible. It’s the only
narrative book of the New Testament that doesn’t tell us the story of Jesus’ life. Instead,
its main character is the Holy Spirit, alive in the life of the earliest Christians, just as the
Holy Spirit is alive within us. I’m excited to explore what the book of Acts has to show us
about the challenges of the Christian life, and how God is at work shaping us today.

However, I won’t be the only one preaching at First Presbyterian this summer. We’ve also
got a number of special guests lined up that I’m quite excited about, and I hope you’ll be
excited about as well.

On June 30th, we’ll be welcoming Derek Maul to First Presbyterian Church. Derek is a
Christian retreat leader and author who’s written a number of books aimed at ministry
specifically with men. I’ve known Derek for a number of years now, his wife Rebecca is
the Senior Pastor at Wake Forest Presbyterian Church, where I grew up. A small group



from our Men of the Church are reading one of his books this summer, so I thought it’d
be fun to invite him to come preach. I think you will really enjoy having Derek preach for
us. If you’re interested in joining our Men’s group, let us know at the church office, or
contact Clem Medley. 

On July 21st, we’ll be kicking off our weeklong Vacation Bible School Celebration by
turning the service over to the Willow Branch Bluegrass Band, who’ll lead us in a
“Bluegrass Mass”—- a bluegrass style liturgical worship. A few of the members of this
acclaimed group play in the monthly bluegrass circle hosted by our church.

On August 4th, you’ll have the pleasure of having the Rev. Meg Lindsay Dudley, pastor
of Bluff Presbyterian Church, bring the word for us, while I go and preach at Bluff
Presbyterian. Meg and I have been wanting to have a pulpit swap for quite some time,
and we’re excited about the opportunity.

Finally on August 18th, we’ll be welcoming my old friend Jerrod Lowry. Jerrod is the new
Executive Presbytery (head-honcho) of our Presbytery, the Presbytery of Coastal
Carolina. Jerrod is a highly-sought after preacher, and I’m excited to lead worship with
him. 

I hope you’ll be with us for all these special guests this summer.

Peace and Grace

Rev. Howard Dudley

Derek Maul

Rev. Meg Lindsay Dudley

Willow Branch Bluegrass Band

Jerrod Lowry

News From the DCENews From the DCE

Exodus 13:21 
The Lord went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead
them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them
light, so that they might travel by day and by night. 

Summer Fun for Grades K-5 will be held June 17-19th in the Fellowship
Hall from 9:00 to 11:00 am. The theme is “THE POWER OF GOD:
SCRIPTURES AND SCIENCE OF POWER, FORCE AND MOTION”. Ephesians 3:20 “With
God’s power working in us, God can do much, much more than anything we can ask or
think of.” (ICB) We will explore the science of Power, Force and Motion by doing
experiments and crafts. We will also look for examples of God’s power at work in the
world and in our lives. Please feel free to invite a friend to attend



We’re about to hit the road--On our way to Massanetta and Montreat!

Early Thursday morning, June 20th, eleven Mid Hi Youth and I will travel to the
Massanetta Middle School Conference near Harrisonburg, Virginia. I can safely say from
experience that these youth are about to undergo a spiritual awakening. Through
energizers, music, keynote speakers, small group interactions, crafts, games, recreation,
and worship, with others their age who come from all over the country, they will have an
opportunity to expand their awareness of others, to consider new points of view, to reflect
on who they are and what they believe, and to encounter Christ. The theme this year is
“At the Door” Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; KNOCK,
and the door will be opened for you.” Join us for a Commissioning Ceremony during
worship on Sunday, June 16th to pray for the safe travels and enlightenment of our
youth. We will return from Massanetta on Sunday, June 23rd changed people.

Then, on Sunday, July 7th, twenty-one Senior High Youth along with seven adults, will
board a bus on loan from Ebenezer Church to head to the Montreat Youth Conference
for a week long encounter with youth who have converged from hundreds and thousands
of miles to meet at the beautiful campus of Montreat, Black Mountain NC. Our returning
youth can tell the first timers that, Montreat is a lot of fun with lively music, fellowship and
recreational opportunities. But they’d also say the topics and issues are more profound,
the discussions more serious and emotional, the nightly devotional time more thoughtful
and personal, and the worship more moving. Montreat is truly a transformative
experience for our youth. The theme is “Let Love Lead” A Commisssioning Ceremony will
be held during worship on July 7th before the groups leaves.

The youth look forward to sharing their experiences with you, and they thank you for
both your financial support and prayers. We will look to the Lord to lead us along the way
by night and by day. He will ever be before us. Exodus 13:21-22

Always Blessed by You,
Dena BradhamDena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

A Music MomentA Music Moment

The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. The expression dates back to 16th
century German literature. It appeared in the United States in 1839 in the
writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson. The phrase means that children typically
take after their parents. Even the most conscientious parent may shudder
as traits suddenly manifest themselves in the actions of their children at the
most inopportune times. On the flip side, the activities you share with your
children tend to stick with them and become activities that they pass on to

their children. For music making families, this is simply a way of life. Now research
supports what musical families have known. Families who sing together (or share the
same musical activities) stay together. Published in Journal of Family Communication
(2018), researchers, Wallace and Harwood, revealed that families who played
instruments together reported a higher quality of adult parent-child relationship as
opposed to families who did not share any musical experiences.  Musical families get
accustomed to working together to produce a musical product. Everyone has a vital role,
and each must learn to lead and to follow for the beauty of the musical piece. All giving
and taking must work in synchronization. This synchronization of sound somehow binds
souls together, especially within biological families.

Call it genetics, environment or just plain old common sense, parents who share music
with their children tend to have children who make music themselves, and now research
says you will get along better. Imagine that! Perhaps garage bands, campfire sing a-
longs, and family rehearsals are the best relationship therapy after all.  You will see just
how true this is on our congregation. Throughout the summer, you will be amazed at the
numerous parent-child musical combos in our worship services. You will not want to miss
a single presentation of “The Apple Doesn’t Fall Far from the Tree” music series for the
summer. Various moms and dads will be providing music with their children.



On Sunday, June 23, Sidney Murray and her mother Wendy Lewis Murray, will be singing
together during our morning worship service. Wendy Lewis Murray is the daughter of
Hilda Lewis and the late Ed Lewis. Sidney came to First Presbyterian last summer as a
solo act, but will be making harmony with her mom this year. Since her last visit, Sidney
has recorded three songs in Nashville. They will be released on Spotify in a couple of
months. Sidney has completed her first year in the master’s program in Psychology at
Appalachian State, and is being trained in therapeutic horseback riding. We look forward
to hearing both mother and daughter sing together in harmony. Their voices will share
the gospel in song with us, and we will share in the bonding of their spirits as they make
a memory of ministering together. God is such a wise Heavenly Father to give us music
to bind us to each other and to spread His message. Who but the Lord could have
created such a powerful force that simultaneously accomplishes such profound influence
on the world and on individual families. In the book of songs, Psalms, we read, “we will
not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy
deeds of the Lord, His power, and the wonders He has done.” (78:4) Even this truth was
delivered in song. 

First Presbyterian Preschool is excited about the
2019 -2020 School Year with new Teachers and
programs….we will have the STEAM program
throughout our classes – Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art and Math taught on the levels for
each of our classes. 

Gina Warren will be our Lead Teacher/Director for
our entire program. 

Five Day Class ( Monday thru Friday) - Teacher will
be Leigh Ann Hester assisted by Joy Dodson.

Children must be age 4 by August 31st. 

Three Day Class (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) Teacher will be Gina Warren
assisted by Lisa Ennis. Children must be age 3 by August 31st and fully potty trained. 

Two Day Class (Tuesday and Thursday) Teacher will be Elyse Johnson assisted by Lisa
Ennis. Children must be age 3 by August 31st and fully potty trained. 

Toddler Class (formerly Mother’s Morning Out) will be held on Wednesday and Friday
each week. Teacher will be Elyse Johnson assisted by Yolanda Geddie. The Toddler
class is for children who will be age 18 months by August 31st. 

There are still a few slots for students in our programs and if you are interested please
go online and send an application.

Announcements
Summer Sunday School

There will be no regular Sunday School through the Summer, except for the Covenant
Class who will continue to meet.

Session Notes

Here are some highlights from our Session's June 17th Stated Meeting:

- The session approved the creation of a new mission project of the Deacons called
“Christmas in July.” Be on the look out for Deacon’s with Santa hats in July for more
information.



- The financial picture of the church continues to look good for 2019. Midway through the
year, we are right on target for our pledges and spending, and overall our giving is
running about $9,000 ahead, thanks in large part to the generous legacy gift from Erwin
Presbyterian Church.

- The Vision Project has now reached over $205,000 in pledges, and with around
$185,000 collected, freeing up thousands of dollars in our church budget. With these
generous gifts, the Session has continued to consider how to tackle our five major goals.
Thus far, we’ve already 1) Balanced the budget 2) Committed at tithe to mission giving 3)
begun building our facilities fund. Our other two items were 4) add to our church staff 5)
better equip our church.

- Preparations are beginning for our congregation to host the October Stated Meeting of
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina on October 12th. We can expect between 350-400
pastors, elders and guests from all over Southeastern NC to be joining us on that day, so
we’ve got a lot of work ahead of us if we are to be gracious hosts in the name of Christ!

- A congregational meeting has been called for August 25, 2019 to elect the members of
the 2019-20 nominating committee. Elder Susan Hatley will serve as the chair this year,
and Elder Clem Medley will serve as the Vice-Chair.



Help the Red Cross fi l l  the Missing TypesHelp the Red Cross fi l l  the Missing Types





June 20 - 23: Massanetta Middle School Conference

June 25: Red Cross Blood Drive

July 4: Church Office Closed

July 7: Men of the Church Meeting/Breakfast

July 7: Two Cents a Meal

July 7 - 13: Montreat Youth Conference

July 21 - 24: Vacation Bible School

Interested in upcoming events at First Presbyterian
Church? Be sure to check out our online calendar

on the church website! 

Lorie Allen
Charles Bailey

Jimmie Beasley
Clint Burns
Keilah Goff
C.J. Harrell

Faye Jackson

Sue Mason
Susan Pope-Opton

David Price
Mary Alice Reece

Marlena Denise Staten
Rodney Stewart

Judy Suggs

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fpcdunnoffice%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York


Nursery Attendants

June 16th
Ronnie & Katie Dickens

Russ & Gina Warren

June 23rd
Casey & Melissa Kerley

Billy & Lynn Godwin

June 30th
Gerald & Kathy Hatley

July 7th
Clint & Anna Stanley

Amy & Cecelia Godwin

July 14th
Harry & Betty Byrd

Brian & Heather Foster

July 21st
Jason & Morgan Colmenero

Jerry & Regina Rawls
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