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A Note From Our PastorA Note From Our Pastor

At our Community Thanksgiving service last Sunday, Revs. Joanie &
Jason Williams from Hood Memorial Christian Church offered a
thoughtful distinction that has been rattling in my mind ever since: there
is a difference, they said, between being thankful and giving thanks.

Practically every inspirational philosophy, pop spirituality or motivational
outlook, on life will tell you the importance of being thankful. Life is
precious, and we’re better off recognizing how blessed we are to have
what we have. But the way of Jesus takes it a step further. We are called to give thanks.
In the life of the Christian, gratitude is not a state of being, but an act. Gratitude must be
expressed. It must be shown, in our lives.

This cuts at heart of the Gospel. There is nothing we must do to earn the grace of God. It
is freely given to us. Any service to God we offer, then, is not in the interest of trying to
earn God’s approval or acceptance, but rather an expression of our thanksgiving for the
approval and acceptance God has already offered us. God motivates us to be more
loving, more humble, and more faithful, not through fear or for reward, but rather through
gratitude.

So this Thanksgiving, don’t just be thankful. Give thanks. Express your gratitude, to God



and to those you share the world with, both with your words and your deeds. 

Peace and Grace

Rev. Howard Dudley

A Music MomentA Music Moment

Singers from the Dunn area churches united to sing for the Community
Thanksgiving Service which was hosted by the First Presbyterian Church
on Sunday, November 18, 2018, at 6:30 pm. What a glorious
sound! Maybe the singing of heaven sounds like this--all voices raised in
adoration of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Giver of all good gifts. There is
nothing that completely substitutes for the saints of God putting aside
their schedules of life for just a brief moment in time to focus on simply
praising and thanking the Lord. It’s even better when shared with folks

from within the entire community. For that two-minute song, the burdens of humanity are
suspended as the saints are consumed with saying thank you to the Lord.  

A big thank you to the participating churches: Divine Street Methodist, First Baptist, Glad
Tidings, Gospel Tabernacle, Hood Memorial, Westfield Baptist. We were especially
honored to have professional instrumentalists join the choir for their presentation.  Pam
Kelly (violin), Matthew Allen (violin), Lisa Allen (alto saxophone), Chuck Allen (Trombone,
also Minister of Music at First Baptist), and Meredith Bradham (Piano).  

News From the DCENews From the DCE

Psalm 136:1-3 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His love endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of gods.
His love endures forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of lords:
His love endures forever

Many of you have probably read the following printed in the Dear Abby column of the
newspaper many times over the years, but I wish to share what I think is a wonderful
Thanksgiving Prayer.

O heavenly Father:
We thank thee for food and remember the hungry.
We thank thee for health and remember the sick.
We thank thee for friends and remember the friendless.
We thank thee for freedom and remember the enslaved.
May these remembrances stir us to service
That thy gifts to us may be used for others. Amen.

To read the entire Dear Abby Thanksgiving article go to:
https://www.uexpress.com/dearabby/1999/11/25/count-your-blessings-today-and-be
 
Psalm 95:2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
   let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

In gratitude for God’s many GIFTS,
Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education



From the Weekday SchoolFrom the Weekday School

You can tell its fall and time for Thanksgiving as you
walk the hall of the Weekday School. Colorful fall
leaves, turkeys, and pumpkins decorate the halls
and classrooms.

Mother’s Morning Out students have made fingerprint trees, hand-print turkey pot
holders, and Lego stamped Indian corn. They have been learning the color brown.

The 2 and 3 Day Classes work daily on saying the name of each letter, the sound of
each letter, and how letters make up words. Their learning themes have been Pilgrims,
Native Americans, turkeys, Thanksgiving, and gingerbread. Their character traits for the
month are Gratefulness and Grace.

Sorting objects by color, shape, and size, learning patterns, and learning about different
types of transportation have been some of the lessons for our 5 Day
program. Thanksgiving activities and learning about the Pilgrims and Indians have been
fun too. They are learning the letters Ff, Ll, and Tt this month.

Announcements
SESSION UPDATE:

This Thanksgiving, I am deeply thankful for the leadership of our church. As I write this,
we have just finished wrapping up our second to last Session meeting of 2018. The
elders who will soon rotate off our Session will be the first class I’ve spent all three years
working with. There have been a lot of changes in the life of our church during their term
on the session. I’m thankful for their leadership, their thoughtfulness, and their
faithfulness. But I’m also thankful for a new class of elders, including three individuals
whom God has called to this role for the first time. Continue to hold your session in your
prayers.

Some highlights from our November Session Meeting:

-  The Weekday School Council is thrilled to announce that Gina Warren, a member of
our congregation and teacher of our 2 & 3 Day Classes, will become the “Lead Teacher”
of the First Presbyterian Weekday School. As Lead Teacher, Gina will work with the
Weekday School Council to assist with enrollment and a number of day to day
administrative issues. 

-  Our annual congregational meeting will take place following worship on Sunday,
January 27th.

-  Our annual officer retreat will take place on Saturday, January 12th, on the campus of
the Erwin Presbyterian Church.

-  The Session approved a grant request of $4800 from the Endowment to cover the
costs of training four individuals from our congregation—- Laura Yarbrough, Anne
Johnson, Katie Dickens, and Heather Foster—- with Living Waters for the World. We
plan on holding our first mission trip with Living Waters of the World to Haiti in November
2019.

-  The Session approved a grant request of $500 from the Endowment to support the
work of Ladles of Love, a new outreach ministry hosted at Hood Memorial Christian
Church.

-  The Session approved an unsolicited grant of $2500 to the Presbyterian Church of the
Covenant in Spring Lake, NC, which was flooded during Hurricane Florence. 



NEW MEMBERS:

The Session is thrilled to welcome Elyse & Wesley Johnson as new members of our
congregation!

A NOTE ON THE ERWIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

After months of thought and prayer, our brothers & sisters at the Erwin Presbyterian
Church have discerned that the time has come for their church to close. As of December
31st, 2018, all 16 members of the Erwin Presbyterian Church will be transferred into
active membership here at First Presbyterian Church of Dunn.

You may have by now gotten to know a number of the members of the Erwin
congregation. For the past few months, the Erwin congregation has worshiped together
once a month, and on the other Sundays, many of them have been worshiping with us.
They have joined us on Wednesday Nights, they’ve even taken on leadership roles in
Sunday School. Our congregation has been deeply blessed by their presence, I know
that we will continue to be blessed by their gifts for many years to come.

But as we welcome them with open arms, we also grieve and mourn with them as the
lifespan of their church comes to an end. On December 9th, the Erwin Congregation will
gather together with their longtime pastor, Shirley Bain, for one last Sunday morning
together, and we will be sure to hold them in prayer. But then, on afternoon Sunday,
January 6th, a final celebration of the life and ministry of the Erwin Church will take place,
with a reception will follow. Know that you are invited to this service. I’d encourage
everyone in our church to consider attending- as it’ll be a wonderful celebration of God’s
work here in our community.

Nevertheless, our Session is intent on ensuring that the great cloud of witnesses that has
surrounded the Erwin Church will continue on and surround the ministry of our
congregation as well. We give thanks to God for the many years of ministry and service
of the faithful saints of the Erwin congregation, and for the gifts they will offer to us.

November 21: No Wednesday Night Activities

November 22-23: Church Office Closed

December 1: Advent Workshop

December 2: Men of the Church Breakfast and Meeting

December 9: Joy Gift Program

December 16: Gingerbread Workshop

December 21: Red Cross Blood Drive

December 24: Candlelight Christmas Eve Service



Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns

Helen Barefoot
Amy Bass

Margaret Beasley
Mr & Mrs. Kelly Byrd

Embree Duffy
Abe & Jackie Elmore

Donna Everhart

Joe & Tanya Giles
Keilah Goff

Tammy Lockamy
Jessie Price

Butch Raynor
Gloria Ryals

Howard Seuss



Nursery Attendants

November 25
Harry & Betty Byrd

Tilghman & Paula Pope

December 2
Casey & Melissa Kerley
Matthew & Carrie Smith

December 9
Travis & Amanda Strickland

Susan Hatley & Melissa Stevens

December 16
Andy & Meredith Wermel

Courtney & Meda Williams

December 23
Jason & Millie Jones

Ronnie & Katie Dickens

Acolytes
November 25 - Austin Morgan

December 2 - Rayleigh Morgan
December 9 - Ashton Yarbrough

December 16 - Rilyn Kerley
December 23 - Sydney Bradham

Deacon Greeters

(November)
Lee Herring

Anne Johnson
Susan Williamson

(December)
Morgan Colmenero

Claudette Green
Patsy Williams

Elder at the Door
November 25 - Cindy Smith

December 2 - Tilghman Pope
December 9 - Linda Hayes

December 16 - Linda Hayes

Security Monitors
November 25 - Dave Mason
December 2 - Mac McCaskill

December 9 - Courtney Williams
December 16 - Si Harrington
December 23 - Ryan Taylor



 

December 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
9:00 am  
Advent Workshop 
 

2 
 
8:30 am Men of the 
Church 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship 
5:00 pm Youth Activities 
 

3 
 
3:00 pm Women’s  
Afternoon Circle 
7:00 pm Women’s  
Evening Circle 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts 

4 
 
 

5 
 

6:45 am Hebrew Study 
5:00 pm Children’s Activities 
6:00 pm Dinner 
6:30 pm Programs 
6:30 pm Youth Music 
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 pm Basketball 

6 
 
12:00 pm Christian 
Education Council 
2:00 pm Craft Circle 
7:00 pm Blue Grass Jam 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
Communion 
 
9:00 am Administration 
Council 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship 
6:00 pm Joy Gift 
Dinner/Program 
 
 

10 
 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

11 
 
5:15 pm  
Worship Council 

12 
 
6:45 am Hebrew Study 
 

13 
 
12:00 pm Finance 
Council 
2:00 pm Craft Circle 
7:00 pm Blue Grass Jam 

14 
 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 

9:00 am Diaconate 
Meeting 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship 
5:30 pm Gingerbread 
Workshop 
 
 

17 
 
6:00 pm Session 
Meeting 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts 

18 
 
 

19 
 
6:45 am Hebrew Study 
5:15 pm Support &  
Endowment Council 

20 
 
2:00 pm Craft Circle 
7:00 pm Blue Grass Jam 

21 
 
2:00 pm 
Red Cross 
Blood Drive 

22 
 
 

23 
 

9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship 

24 
Church Office 

Closed 
 

5:00 pm  
Candlelight 
Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 
 

Christmas 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

26 
 
 
 

Church Office Closed 

27 
 
2:00 pm Craft Circle 
7:00 pm Blue Grass Jam 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship 

31 


