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A Note From Our Pastor

Ever since Abraham Lincoln declared the need for a
national thanksgiving holiday in the midst of the Civil
War, Americans have gathered around a table with
their families at the end of November to celebrate
gratitude. Thanksgiving is a secular holiday. It’s
mandated by our government, and it’s not part of the
liturgical calendar. There’s no real Christian reason
that we should give thanks on the fourth Thursday of
November.

Except for the fact that Christians are suppose to be giving thanks all the
time. There is no more Christian virtue than the virtue of gratitude. Gratitude
lies at the heart of what it means to live by faith in Christ. Everything the
Christian does is a grateful response to the good news of Jesus Christ. We
don’t worship and serve together to earn the respect of the world. We do it
in response to the blessings we have already received. God blesses us so
that we might be a blessing.

To say 'thank you,' is always an act of humility. In our world, there are more
and more of us who are tricked into believing we don’t owe anything to
anyone. “I’ve worked hard to earn what I have. I deserve it,” we say. I’ve
certainly felt this way time and time again. But let us not be foolish: there
are always others who’s shoulders we stand on. We couldn’t be who we are
or what we are without the blessings we’ve received along the way. To say
thank you to God is to acknowledge that our very being is a gift that has
been given, and not simply to us, but to the world itself. 

On November 19th, about a half dozen of our congregations here in Dunn
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will come together to give thanks and praise to God at Hood Memorial
Christian Church downtown. I’ll be taking our confirmation class, and we’ll
have a community choir. I hope you’ll join us for this excellent event -
because no matter our favor of Christianity, there are few more Christian
things we can do together than to gather to say thanks.

Hope to see you Sunday! 

Peace and Grace,

Rev. Howard Dudley

A Music  Mome ntA Music  Mome nt

Praise Around the World

Born in Crossnore, North Carolina (Population: 192 in the 2016
Census), Henry Smith wrote a song of thanksgiving at one of his
lowest moments. Henry had recently graduated from college in
1978 and was trying to secure steady employment. Because of
his poor vision, he was having a difficult time finding work and
providing for his family. In his great need, he wrote the words,
“now let the weak say, ‘I am strong. Let the poor say, I am rich
because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks.” He and

his wife, Cindy, sang the song at their church for several services.  

Attending the Smith’s church at that time was a couple in the military. They were
deployed to Germany but carried Henry Smith’s song in their hearts to
Europe. They taught it to others along their travels and eventually the song settled
in Uzbekistan, a small country north of Afghanistan (Population: 31 million). Deep in
the heart of Muslim-dominated nations, a small band of Christians sang Henry
Smith’s song in their language.  

Integrity Music Publishers learned of this song of thanks that was so popular in
Europe and Asia, and published it as “author unknown.” A friend of Henry Smith
heard it on an Integrity Music recording and took it to Smith. Smith exclaimed, “Hey,
that’s my song!” He called Integrity Music, and to his delight the publishers
responded, “we’ve been looking for you.”  

Later, Henry and Cindy Smith attended an Integrity Music workshop and the
presenter, Don Moen, began playing a recording of Smith’s song, “Give Thanks”
as recorded by a group of Russian believers. The Smiths were hearing their song
in the Russian language. Don Moen did not know that the Smiths were in the
audience. The couple began to weep as they heard the melody of praise that had
sprung out of their personal need.

For eight years, Heny’s song “Give Thanks” traveled around the world on the lips
of believers in Germany, Russia, and Uzbekistan. Only God could have taken the
song of a struggling songwriter to bands of Christians in remote areas around the
world. (And remarkably all of this transpired before the Internet—imagine that! God
is greater than the world wide web.) The song now appears in the new Glory to
God Presbyterian Hymnal (which the FPC choir affectionately calls the “Red
Book.”) The choir will be singing “Give Thanks” on Sunday, November 19,



2017.  You will be blessed by the song’s simplicity and sincerity.  

Also, ahead is the JAM Jr. choir singing, “God is Bigger Than Any Mountain” on
Sunday, November 12th as the Appalachian Service Project shares the
experiences of their mission work with the congregation.

The Adult Choir would love new singers in our band of voices. We are rehearsing
Christmas music. Please come out and join up for Christmas and/or for the whole
year.  

Colossians 3:17 
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.

WOW! The month of Thanksgiving is already here. But we at First Presbyterian
Church of Dunn are blessed to have so much to be thankful for all year long. We’re
fortunate to have a splendid facility in which to worship, study and fellowship. I’m
personally blessed to work with a wonderful staff in the FPC office who make
things run so smoothly week after week. The children and youth also bring me
great joy as I watch them grow, learn, fellowship and serve; however, it’s the adults
who share wisdom, experience, financing and volunteer hours to assist in running
all of our programs who have earned my deepest appreciation. Both old and
young at FPC can always be counted on to share their time and talents in
enthusiastic gratitude for all God has done for us. 
Speaking of gratitude, thanks to all the folks who donated to, participated in, set up
and attended the Fall Festival this year. What a blessing to have so many helpers
and attendees! To those of you who invited family, friends and neighbors—
GREAT JOB! The candy and prizes were abundant, the games were fun, and the
food was fabulous. Congratulations to Chris and Cindy Smith on winning the Grand
Prize in the Chili Cook-off. The last round of Trick-or-Treating by the children loaded
up 25 bags which were delivered to the Betsy Johnson Pediatric Clinic and were
received with much joy.
Two big events are coming up very soon for the little ones. The Children’s
Advent Workshop will be on the morning of Saturday, December 2nd. What a
great time for our adults to get a chance to interact with our children as they lead
them in creating Christmas crafts and goodies. As always, we need as many adult
volunteers and crafters as possible. Plans for The Children’s Joy Gift Program
on December 10th are also well underway. The children in JAM and JAM Jrs. have
begun rehearsing the music for Jesus Means Christmas to Me. In the next week or
so, we will assign speaking parts and then costuming. We may even see a few
Jellies on the stage this year. If your child is between the ages of 2 and grade 5, we
would love to have their participation in both of these events. Participation in JAM,



JAM Jrs. or Jellies is not a requirement. All are welcome. Watch for a more
information in the coming days.
The Youth will have their annual Rake and Run on Sunday, November 12. We’re
looking for people who would like to have their lawn spruced up by an energetic
group of Mid and Senior Highs. We bring our own equipment! On November 19th,
Emily and Bryant Pope will chaperone 7 youth to the Presbytery Senior High
Retreat at Camp Kirkwood. It’s been quite a while since any of our youth have
been to this campsite, so it will be a new experience for them. Emily is eager to
see if it has changed since she attended as a young person. Youth will wrap up the
Fall Semester with shopping for the Angel Tree, caroling with the congregation and
having their annual Christmas parties.

In gratitude for God’s many blessings,In gratitude for God’s many blessings,
Dena BradhamDena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

From the Weekday School

All the classes are busy with fun learning activities this month and all
are looking forward to the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday!

The Mother’s Morning Out classes are doing yellow star stamping to
learn the color yellow and the shape of a star. They are doing turkey
crafts and will enjoy reading “Brown Bear, Brown Bear” and
“Thanksgiving Cats”.

The Two and Three Day Classes with Mrs. Lisa and Mrs. Ginger are
learning the colors black/brown, the shapes of a rectangle and triangle,
and learning the letters G, H, I, and J. They had fun on Happy Hat Day
and look forward to their Thanksgiving Breakfast after studying about
the Pilgrim and Indians and what they ate for Thanksgiving.

The Five Day Class is learning about transportation, patterns, and
sorting objects by color, shape, and size. They will also learn about the
Pilgrims and Indians and enjoy many fun Thanksgiving activities.

We are thankful during this season that our church can be a part of
nurturing these young children with our wonderful and dedicated
teachers. Happy Thanksgiving!

Announcements



PLEASE BE SURE TO RETURN YOUR ESTIMATE OF GIVING
CARDS TO THE CHURCH OFFICE
As we wrap up our Stewardship Season, we want to encourage all members of
First Presbyterian Church to return your estimate of giving card to the church office,
as we aim to plan our ministry together in 2018. If you need a new estimate of
giving card, you can find it in the office. You can also email your estimate of giving
for 2018 confidentially to Lesia Campbell at fpcdunnoffice@gmail.com.

""THESE DAYS" THESE DAYS" HAVE ARRIVED!!HAVE ARRIVED!!
Our devotional books have finally been delivered! Thank
you all for your patience but they are finally here. Please
be sure to pick yours up from the table in the Narthex or

outside the church office.

Operation Christmas Child ShoeboxeOperation Christmas Child Shoeboxess
Boxes are still available if you would like to
pack a shoe box for Operation Christmas
Child. Visit samaritanspurse.org/occ for more
information. Please bring your completed
shoe boxes to the church office by November
19th. Happy packing!

mailto:fpcdunnoffice@gmail.com
http://samaritanspurse.org/occ




Prayer Concerns

Amy Bass
Charles Bath

Doris Carr
Hazel Godwin

Joan McDuffie Harmon
Brenda Hockaday

Ed Lewis
Linda McCaskill
Butch Raynor
Virginia Smith



November  Bir t hdaysNovember  Bir t hdays

Gigi Hudson 1
Hugh Smith 2
Larry Daughtry 5
Pam Strickland 5
Harry Byrd 6
Gerald Hayes 6
Billy Powell 9
Frances Strickland 9
Joseph Tart 10
Charlotte Johnson 11
Rhodes Kelly 13
Caron Stewart 13
Doug Turner 13
T.C. Godwin 15
Jeannie Jessup 17
Margaret Lee 21
Lauren Tew 21
Melissa Kerley 21
Glenn Patrick 24
Christie Heath 27
Kathryn Tart 27
Catherine Hermsen 28
Kathy Ledford 29
Virginia Pope 30

Interested in upcoming events at FPC? Be sure
to check out our online calendar on the church

website! 

Nursery Attendants

November 19
Will & Angie Hathaway
Gerald & Kathy Hatley

November 26

Acolytes
November 19 - Cole Stevens
November 26 - Whitley Turner
December 3 - Nash Warren

December 10 - Lillie Willoughby

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57694169


Clint & Anna Stanley
Amy Hartley & Cecelia Godwin

December 3
Matthew & Carrie Smith
Brian & Heather Foster

December 10
Clark & Rebecca Hales
Jerry & Regina Rawls

Deacon Greeters (November)
Faye Jackson

Morgan Colmenero
Patsy Williams

Elders at the Door
November 19 - Heather WIlliams
November 26 - Tilghman Pope

December 3 - A.C. Williams
December 10 - Billy Godwin
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