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A Note From Our PastorA Note From Our Pastor

The summer is coming to a close, and Rally Day on September 8th, is
quickly approaching. This year, we’re looking towards some exciting changes
in our schedule of church programming for the Fall. But first, let’s start with
what’s staying the same.

WHAT IS STAYING THE SAME:
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School classes for all ages will meet every Sunday Morning
from 9:45 - 10:45. We hope everyone will plan to join us for a light breakfast at our Sunday
School kickoff on Rally Day. There will be classes for youth, kids, and preschoolers, and a
nursery available for our youngest disciples.
 
For Adult Sunday School, there are two options: you can join the Covenant Class, which
meets in the Corner Classroom and is using a Bible Study called The Present Word, or
you can join the Seeker’s Class, which meets in the Parlor, and will be reading through a
book called The Art of Neighboring: Building Genuine Relationships Right Outside Your
Door by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon.
 



WORSHIP: Worship, as always will meet at 11:00 AM, and our choir will be back in full
force. I’ve got something a little different planned from the pulpit. At the end of last summer,
I realized that after 3 years and some 135 sermons here at FPC Dunn, I’ve only preached
on the Old Testament about 15 times. I’m hoping I can remedy that a bit this Fall. I'm
committing myself to preaching on some my favorite (and sometimes overlooked) Old
Testament passages.
 
YOUTH: Youth Fellowship (8th through 12th grade) will continue to meet at the same time
and same place—- 5 PM to 7 PM every Sunday night at the church—- but we’ve got a few
new things planned. The youth room has had some changes this summer, we've got some
new advisors, and we’ll be adding a time of worship along with dinner and recreation. We’ll
kick things off at 5 PM on Rally Day. There’ll be a parent’s meeting during the kickoff.
 
CONFIRMATION: 2019-20 is a confirmation year! 6th and 7th graders will be invited to join
us at youth fellowship every week but will study our faith and church together with Pastor
Howard every Sunday Night. Confirmation also kicks off on Rally Day at 5:00 PM, and
there’ll also be a parent’s meeting.
 
STORY TIME: Finally, Bible Story Time with Pastor Howard for all children pre-school age
or younger will continue on Wednesday Nights at 5:30 PM, just before our fellowship dinner.
Bring your kids and your family!
 
NOW FOR WHAT’S DIFFERENT NEXT YEAR:
 
KIDS: Over the past few years, our programs for elementary age kids have been meeting
on Wednesday Nights, congruent with our Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinners. This
year, Kids Choir, Kids Handbells, and Kids Fellowship will all meet on Sunday Nights from
5 PM to 7 PM. We’ve recruited an excellent team of volunteers who’ll help Dena and Kristen
make it happen. Drop your kids off, and we’ll serve them dinner and teach them what it
means to belong to God and each other!
 
CATECHISM: In addition to our kid's fellowship, we have a special program for our 4th &
5th graders: as a way of preparing for confirmation, we’re challenging these kids to learn
the Presbyterian Children’s Catechism called Belonging to God.
 
What’s a catechism? A catechism is an old school way of teaching and learning the
Christian faith that involves memorizing questions and answers. Throughout the year, we’ll
ask our kids to memorize the answers to 62 questions about God, Christ, Faith and the
Bible, and for any kid who can answer all 62, we’ll have a special recognition at the end of
the year.
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: Our Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinners will continue! But with
one small difference: there’ll be no children’s choir or children handbells programs, which
have all moved to Sunday Nights, but we will still have activities for the whole family,
starting with dinner at 6:00 PM.
 
I’m really looking forward to the new church year. I hope you and your family will make our
discipleship programs beyond Sunday worship a part of your life.
 
Peace and Grace
 
Rev. Howard Dudley



News From the DCENews From the DCE

Romans 12:4-5
4 We have many parts in one body, but the parts

don’t all have the same function. 5 In the same way,
though there are many of us, we are one body in
Christ, and individually we belong to each other.

We BELONG to God, and we BELONG to each other. It’s wonderful to know that because
we belong to one another through Christ, we can share our joys with one another that they
may be multiplied and our sorrows that they may be divided. We belong to one body with
many talents and skills so that we may work together to do God’s work in the church, the
community and the world. Are you the mind that can create and inspire our congregation;
are you the eyes that can see the vision for our mission and future; are you the hands that
can repair, build, and clean to maintain and keep our facility fully useful or the hand that
provides Fellowship Dinners; are you the feet that go out into the community to serve
others; are you the voice that may sing or speak God’s praises; are you the heart of the
teacher who can guide youth and kids or the heart of compassion that visits the sick? What
part of the body are you? What will be your role in the life of the church this coming year?
We can be a more whole and healthier body in Christ when we are together, belonging to
each other.

So join us for…

Rally Day!!!Rally Day!!!
September 8thSeptember 8th

Sunday School Kick-OffSunday School Kick-Off
9:45 AM - Breakfast & Sunday School Kick-off - We will have a light breakfast provided by
the Christian Ed Council in the Fellowship Hall before introducing and moving to Sunday
School classes.

Parents MeetingParents Meeting
September 8th 5:00 - 5:30 PM - Registration, paperwork, expectations and program
overview. You may register Kids and Youth on-line using Breeze. See the Church’s
Website. (Computers will be available to register after the meeting but please bring
insurance and contact information.)

Kids’ Parent Meeting - Grades K-5 -Corner Classroom (across from the library)
Confirmation Parent Meeting - Library
Youth Parent Meeting - Sr High & Non-confirmation Mid Hi - Upstairs Scout Room

All Kids and Youth Fellowship Kick-OffAll Kids and Youth Fellowship Kick-Off

5:00-7:00 PM - Kids in Grades K-5th, Middle School Youth and High
School Youth - Come dressed for games and painting. We’ll have
games on the lawn or in the Fellowship Hall, Dinner and painting
projects. Age groups will be divided.

Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education



A Music MomentA Music Moment

The first home of man was a garden. Adam and Eve daily lived in a place of
sustenance and beauty architected by God Himself. The garden was life and
communion with the Father for this couple. God Himself came to walk with
Adam and Eve in the cool of the day in the garden. (Gen. 3:8) The Lord
promised the Hebrews that the wastelands of Zion would become like a well-
watered garden. (Isaiah 58:11) The children of Israel would thrive in the

Promised Land eating from vineyards. Jesus spent his final hours before his arrest in a
garden. He was laid to rest in a garden tomb. Throughout Scripture, the garden was a
place of life, blessings, and communion.

In the cool of the evening, my daughters and I were walking the streets of San Pedro,
California looking for a quick bite to eat while taking in all the stimuli of a new city. We were
drawn to an open area in between two downtown buildings where the Harbor Jazz
Ensemble was playing. Ok...so, we found ourselves in the alley. Not exactly where you
want to be after dark in a new city, but this open area was distinctly different. No roof, no
chairs (a few picnic tables at the back), no fancy decor, but lots of plants, flowers, vines,
and an undeniable presence of “Welcome.”  Of course, the statute of the dinosaur with the
Scripture verse, “I was a stranger and you took me in.” (Matthew 25:43) might have been a
little unnerving, but the sweet farmer lady, Dottie Wine, thanked us for coming and we
politely sat down on a bale of hay to listen to the music. The easy jazz was a masterpiece
of expertise and experience as each player (over the age of 50) took their appropriate
“rides” in the music. A man who greatly resembled Santa Claus made the keyboard sound
like a concert hall grand. The baritone saxophone player, very unassuming, took his solo
right on time making even the most stoic listener want to dance. Grandma was thumping
the bass guitar as she tapped her foot on the small piece of plywood that was on the
ground to steady her stool. The drummer, playing on a grass-green colored trap set, kept it
all together. They were an amazing group of talented players. Without a doubt, they were
playing for the love of the sound, the blend, and all the stuff that happens when players just
gel well together. 

Following the concert, the lay pastor presents the mission of the Garden Church - Feed
and Be Fed. The Garden Church teaches folks how to grow their own food, how to worship
God, the Creator, and how to care for one another. This dirt alleyway is packed with
mission and ministry as opposed to a typical alley in a city where crime may be rampant. It
is definitely a breath of fresh air, a safe place to stop and breathe.  
 
I noticed a few items for sale (if you can call it that) in this city garden. The sign read, “Take
what you need and pay what you can.” There was green stuff on the table to buy. Some
jams, jellies, etc. The order of service for Sundays is the following: 3 pm - Work together—
that means they tend the garden that somehow grows on that hard, rocky soil in the middle
of downtown. 4 pm-Worship Together—that means a pastor gives a sermon, someone
plays an instrument or two, and they sing and pray. 5 pm-Eat Together. Area churches
provide extra food for the meal that all are welcome to partake. The homeless come, a
Princeton graduate comes, the ones on probation come, and the children come. It is a
community of life with no boundaries, not even a door divides the Garden Church from the
city sidewalk. It is an oasis of hope right in the middle of a sun-parched, impoverished city.  

The girls and I stayed until the very end. They were packing up their solar-powered sound
system (for real), and we were still chatting with Dottie, whose cousin is a retired orchestra
director in North Carolina. She was thrilled that we had traveled all the way from North
Carolina to come to the Garden Church in San Pedro, CA. That’s not exactly why we had
come, but I assure you it changed the way we left. More grateful than ever for the summer
rains of our lush North Carolina town, and more renewed spiritually at the indescribable
faithfulness of God, Who puts streams in the desert, and gardens in a city.  



On September 3rd our Preschool's 2019-2020 school year begins. We are excited to
greet our new and returning students. Keep an eye open down the Preschool Hall
to see all of their new creations!

Meet our Teachers:

Our Curriculum:
Our STEAM Curriculum balances both teacher-directed and child-initiated
learning, with an emphasis on responding to children’s learning styles and
building on their strengths and interests.

First Presbyterian Preschool teachers’ goals are to help students reach their full
potential by providing an environment and experience that promotes growth and
learning beyond their preschool years.



August 25th - Congregational Meeting at the close of the
worship service.

September 1st - 8:30 am Men of the Church Meeting
and Breakfast.

September 1st - Sydney Allen will join us as a guest
speaker.

September 8th - Rally Day with Sunday School and Kid's & Y outh Fellowship
Kick-off.

September 9th - Presbyterian Women's Circles

September 11th - 6:00 pm Fellowship Dinner

Interested in upcoming events at First Presbyterian Church? Be
sure to check out our online calendar on the church website! 

Lorie Allen
Jerry Ammons
Charles Bailey
Jim Barefoot
Clint Burns

Donelaa Drew
Keilah Goff
C.J. Harrell

Joelle Hughs
David Langenberg

Sue Mason
Linda McCaskill

Susan Pope-Opton
David Price

Mary Alice Reece
Herb Ruark

Grant Sharpe

Wayne Smith
Rodney Stewart

Judy Suggs
Marlena Denise Staton

Holly Smith Talton
Jeanne Tart

Chris Vuocolo
Leigh Zoldack



Nursery Attendants

August 25
Casey & Melissa Kerley
Jody & Laura Yarbrough

September 1
Clint & Anna Stanley

Tilghman & Paula Pope

September 8
Harry & Betty Byrd

Russ & Gina Warren

September 15
Jason & Morgan Colmenero

Billy Ray & Lynn Godwin
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

25 
11 am – Worship 
 
Congregational Meeting 

 

26 
 

6 pm – Session Meeting 
 

 

27 
 
 

 
 

 

28 
 

6:45 am - Hebrew Study  
 

 

29 
 

2 pm - Craft Circle 
6 pm – Nominating 
Committee Meeting 

 

30 
 

31 

 

September 2019 

1 

2 Cents a Meal 

8:30 am – Men of the  
       Church 
9 am – Christian Ed 

11 am - Worship 

 

 

2 

 

Church Office Closed 

3 

8:30 am –  

Preschool Starts 

 

7 pm –  

Blue Grass Jam 

 

4 

6:45 am - Hebrew Study 

 

 

5 

2 pm - Craft Circle 

 

 

6 7 

 

8 
Rally Day 
 
9 am – Discipleship   
   Council 
9 am – Admin Council  
9:45 am – Breakfast &  
   Sunday School 
11 am – Worship 
5 pm – Parents Meeting 
5 pm – Kids  & Youth  
   Fellowship Kick-Off 

 

9 
 
Women’s Circles 
 
6 pm – Facilities 
7 pm – Boy Scouts 

 

10 
 
5:15 pm – 
Worship 
Council 

 

11 
 

6:45 am - Hebrew Study 
1 pm – Preschool 
Council 
6 pm – Fellowship Dinner 
7 pm – Choir Rehearsal 

 

12 
 
12 pm – Finance Council 
2 pm - Craft Circle 

 

13 
 

14 

 

15 

 
9:45 am – Sunday School 
11 am – Worship 
5 pm – Kids  & Youth  
   Programs 

 

16 
 

7 pm – Boy Scouts 

 

17 

 
 

 

18 
 

6:45 am - Hebrew Study 
5:15 pm – 
Support/Endowment 
Council 
6 pm – Fellowship Dinner 
7 pm – Choir Rehearsal 

 

19 
 
2 pm - Craft Circle 

 

20 
 

21 

 

August 2019 


