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We belong to God. When you come to church, this is the most basic fact that defines us. It
defines the way God sees us, treats us, and in the same way, it ought to define the way we
see and treat each other, and the way we see and treat ourselves.
 
If you haven’t yet, you’ll be soon getting in the mail our annual stewardship packet, and
included in that packet is a booklet we hope you’ll read through. We asked 9 people from
our church family to reflect a little bit about what it means to them to belong here at First
Presbyterian Church. We asked them to tell us a little bit about how our church reminds
them and shows them what it means to belong to God and one another. The stories we
heard were unexpectedly powerful:
 
-  We heard from a woman who, even after 86 years of belonging to our church, still finds
herself getting into trouble from time to time during worship.

-  We heard from two friends who love coming forward during children’s time, especially
when there are snacks.



-  We heard from a couple who recently joined our church after finding it to be a place
where both of them could grow in belonging to God and each other.

-  We heard from a mother (and soon to be grandmother), and her daughter (and soon to
be mother).

-  We heard from a pair of brothers, for whom the church is a great big family anyone can
belong to.
 
Our hope is that First Presbyterian Church can be a place where everyone finds a sense of
belonging to God. Not everyone will belong in the same way. I hope that you’ll take the time
to read all of these stories in the coming weeks. We want to hear your story as well. How
does this church give you a deeper sense of belonging?
 
At the same time, over the next month, I’ll be continuing my sermon series on
Ecclesiastes. In September, I focused on the questions Ecclesiastes asks: What is there
to gain for all the toil at which we toil? Is there anything new under the sun? Can anyone
keep warm alone? Who can make straight what has been made crooked?
 
For October, I’ll be shifting gears. Instead of looking at the questions King Solomon asks,
I’m going to turn to the answers. Solomon laments: “Vanity of vanity! All is vanity!” One
might say that vanity, in the most simple of terms, is acting as if the world, or even just your
life, belongs to you, rather than to God. Therefore, throughout October, we’re going to look
at the different ways vanity plays our in our lives: the vanity of success, the vanity of
knowledge, the vanity of wealth and the vanity or righteousness.
 
I’m looking forward to deepening our belonging to God together.

Peace and Grace
 
Rev. Howard Dudley

Matthew 9:37-38 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out

laborers into his harvest.”

Perhaps I was a bit hesitant about moving the Kids’ Fellowship to Sunday evening, on the
same night as the Youth, but the huge increase in attendance is evidence that it was
certainly the correct move. On each Sunday evening we have averaged around 10 Kids
Grades K-3, 7 Catechism Kids Grades 4 & 5; 10 Confirmation Youth Grades 6 & 7 and an
additional 25 Senior High Youth. Having around 50 Kids and Youth in attendance each week
is amazing. Changing the Kids’ programming to a Sunday schedule has not only increased
participation among the young, it has also made it more convenient for adults to volunteer
as leaders as well. Four new Youth Advisors and 6 new Kids Advisors have joined our
teams. I give my thanks to the parents, staff and advisors for a lively start to our Youth and
Kids Ministries.

COMING SOON! The Annual Fall Festival and Chili Cook-Off is scheduled for October
27th. Mark your calendars and make plans to be there for one of our biggest church-wide



and community outreach events. There will be something for everyone—Food, Games,
Fellowship, etc. Invite your friends and neighbors to come carve a pumpkin, enjoy some
music, and sit by the fire.

First Presbyterian Church has been blessed with a good harvest as the fall season of the
church year has begun. This year’s crop of kids, youth, worshippers, and visitors is
abundant. Our programs are producing a high yield, but as always, more laborers are
needed. A long term commitment is not required. Anyone who wishes to volunteer even if
it’s just for one event is appreciated—do one craft, coordinate one recreation, teach one
lesson, serve one meal. Lots of volunteers will be needed to help with Fall Festival. Candy
donations to be used for prizes may be placed in a box outside the DCE door. (Please
avoid peanut products.)

Dena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

Psalm 102:17
He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer.

As believers we have access to God’s unlimited power through prayer. Prayer puts us in
position to accomplish, to prevail, or simply to be at peace. Prayer to our Holy, Omnipotent
Father is a distinct privilege. We can approach the God of the Universe, the Redeemer of
our very souls without appointment or reproach. Although prayer has many different
postures, it is a bit ironic that the humblest of positions of prayer can ultimately avail the
greatest success. A believer on his knees is more powerful than the strongest man at
work.  

The Herod of Acts chapter 12 had already executed James, the brother of John. Peter was
apparently next on his list as he was locked away in prison, guarded by four soldiers
around the clock. Not too worried or simply overcome by exhaustion, Peter, bound with
chains, was sleeping between two soldiers. While it seemed inevitable that Peter was
doomed, believers were praying. “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer….” (Acts.
12:5). The “but prayer” changed everything.  

An angel came into the prison and woke up the sleeping saint. “Put on your robe and
sandals, Peter, we are walking out of here.” Not exactly the words you expect to hear from
an angel, but in this case, at least Peter was smart enough to keep his mouth shut and
follow.  Meanwhile, the saints were still praying. So earnest in their prayers that they didn’t
even take time to answer the door when Peter knocked. A young girl, Rhoda, went to the
door. Peter must have called out to her because she recognized his voice.  Alarmed, she
left him standing outside the door and ran to tell the intercessors the good news. “Peter is
here!” she must have exclaimed.  They concluded that she had gone completely mad,
while they kept praying, “Lord, deliver Peter. Lord, deliver Peter.” Can you imagine the
hilarity of this scene? The answer to their prayer is literally standing outside the door waiting
to come in. 

“But prayer was made without ceasing.” (Acts 12:5) This act of faith and persistence
positions believers for a mighty unfolding of God’s power in their circumstances.  God’s
answer to a desperate prayer may not always be an angel in the middle of the night, but he
does hear you. The Psalmist writes, “He will respond to the prayer of the destitute; he will



not despise their plea” (Psalm 102:17). He is listening. Perhaps you should talk to Him.

The First Presbyterian Church choir will feature the arrangement of “Down to the River to
Pray” by Ken Medema/arr. Mary McDonald during the month of October. The origins of
“Down to the River to Pray” are not exactly known. It may have been a Christian adaption to
an original Native American tune.  George H. Allan is credited with the song in the Slave
Songbook of 1867. It gained popularity when recorded by Alison Krauss for the movie,
Brother, Where Art Thou? in 2000. This version of the tune is combined with another
chorus, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” which renders a soul-stirring anthem calling
Christians to pray.  

We have had a wonderful first month of Preschool!  

We are so excited about this school year! This month we have
spent time getting to know each other. We are learning how to
sit criss cross applesauce during circle time. We’ve been
discussing our classroom & playground rules. 

It is exciting to see the teachers so invested in their students and
classrooms. We are grateful to teach children who are so eager to learn. 

All of our classes have been working on different activities with the children’s names. The
activities work on basic recognition, writing, building the letters and shaping the letters from
Play-Doh. 

We had a great time the first month of school doing various activities for our STEAM units
such as All About Me and Apples. All of our classes have also been focusing on the
alphabet, numbers and counting. 

The children love to sing and dance in Chapel with Pastor Howard each week. We are
looking forward to our first visit from the Library Lady this month! 

Session Highlights

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SEPTEMBER STATED SESSION MEETING:

- Rev. Dudley reported that he will be on Continuing Education from November 11-15th,
2019 with his pastor covenant group, which meets once a year. They will be traveling to
Lake George, New York for a week of rest and renewal.

- The Session approved an Eagle Scout proposal from Jackson Warren. Jackson will be
raising money and carrying out a plan to spruce up the back pre-school entrance to the
church. He will be replacing the awning, painting the frame, and landscaping around the
entrance.

These Days - Daily Devotions for Living by Faith
Please be sure to pick your new "These Days" devotional book if you
have not already. You can pick up your copy for the Narthex or on the
table outside the church office.



Interested in upcoming events at First Presbyterian Church? Be sure to
check out our online calendar on the church website! 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fpcdunnoffice%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York


American Red Cross

Give blood. Help save lives.

Dunn Community Blood Drive

First Presbyterain Church Fellowship Hall

Thursday, October 24, 2019
11:30 am - 4:30 pm

To schedule your donation go to redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code "Dunn".

Share Your StrengthShare Your Strength
Give blood this month and be entered to win 1 of 5 $500 gift cards.

https://www.redcrossblood.org


Lorie Allen
Jerry Ammons
Charles Bailey
Jim Barefoot
Gary Brown
Clint Burns

Phillip Campbell
Donella Drew

Joe Giles
Keilah Goff

Joelle Hughes
Ronnie Johnson

Sue Mason
Linda McCaskill
Bobby Phillips

Susan Pope-Opton
David Price

Butch Raynor
Mary Alice Reece

Herb Ruark

Grant Sharp
Wayne Smith

Marlena Denise Staton
Rodney Stewart

Judy Suggs
Jeanne Tart

Brittany Thornton
Chris Vuocolo
Leigh Zoldak

Nursery Attendants
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