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MAY 2019

A Note From Our PastorA Note From Our Pastor

This month we are bringing our First Presbyterian Vision Project to a close.
Last year, our session set five goals for our congregation to meet over the
next five years. We said we’d hope to 1) balance our budget, 2) increase
our funding to the DUMA Food Pantry, 3) build a facilities fund that can
provide extra support to the maintenance of our facility, 4) add to our
congregation’s program staff (youth, children, music, mission or pastoral
care) 5) upgrades around the facility. 

At the start of last year, our congregation owed about $350,000 on the mortgage for our
Fellowship Hall and paid about $38,000 annually to the bank. That’s a lot of money from
our budget we could use to meet those five goals! So, our session set out to raise as
much money as we could to pay down that debt so we can reduce our payment as much
as possible, freeing up as much room in our budget as possible, so that we could
accomplish our five goals.

As we’ve brought the vision project to a close, our session is overjoyed with the results:

65 different families and individuals have given a gift over and above their 2019
pledge towards this Vision Project.
Over the past year, we’ve reduced what we owe to the bank from over $350,000 to
now around $135,000!
Next year our payment to the bank is projected to be around $15,000 annually,
which means we’ve freed up over $22,000 in our budget.

All of this means we’ve set ourselves up very well to meet our five goals over the next five



years. But the news is even better than that: we are already on our way to meeting those
five goals:

Last year, through an increase in pledging, we already accomplished our first goal
of balancing the budget.
We’ve already begun to increase our giving to the DUMA Food Pantry. This year,
we’ve dedicated $3500 from our budget, which combined with money raised
through our Two Cents a Meal offerings, the Souper Bowl of Caring fundraiser,
special grants from the Presbytery and from our Endowment will bring our
contribution to this important ministry of our church up to between $7,000 - $9,000
this year!
Thanks to the generous legacy of the Erwin Presbyterian Church, we’ve been able
to increase our Facilities Fund to over $20,000!

That’s three of our five goals that are already being fulfilled!

We still have a ways to go. If you have not contributed to the Vision Project, you still can!
We still have $135,000 outstanding, and any money raised goes directly towards paying
down this debt. But as that number gets lower, our congregation’s capacity to serve and
grow and complete these five goals only grows greater.

On behalf of the Session, we give thanks and praise to God for all that has been
entrusted to our care, but we cannot thank you enough for your support of this Vision
Project. Together, by the grace of God, we have dramatically changed the picture of our
church’s finances and future. I am eager to see what God is doing in our midst, and what
God will continue to do through this part of Christ’s body long into the future. 

Peace and Grace,
Rev. Howard Dudley

News From the DCENews From the DCE

Although the rain delayed our first attempt at the Annual Golf Tournament,
the event did take place on May 13th. We had 6 teams participating. The
Youth attending Massanetta and Montreat greatly appreciate those who
gave donations and paid entry fees as this will help to offset the cost of
attending the two summer conferences. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday will be May 19th. Please be sure to send in
graduation information to denafpc@gmail.com. We include high school, college,
graduate school, etc. The following is needed: Graduate’s name, parent’s names, school
graduating from, degree earned, future plans. Graduates are invited to wear their regalia
and to process in during the worship. We’ll also have Lemonade on the Lawn after the
service. The Women of the Church will host a Senior High Banquet on May 19th at which
we will honor Abby DeBoer, Lauren Smith, Matthew Taylor, and Kaitlyn Tew, who are our
four high school graduates.  

The Summer Fun for K-5th graders will take place 9:00 -11:00 AM this year. The dates
will be June 17-19th. Our theme this year is THE POWER OF GOD: THE SCRIPTURES
AND SCIENCE OF POWER, FORCE AND MOTION. Ephesians 3:20 “With God’s power
working in us, God can do much, much more than anything we can ask or think of.”
(International Children’s Bible) We will explore examples of God’s power at work in the
world and our lives. Please feel free to invite children outside of our church to attend the
Summer Fun.

For those attending Massanetta and Montreat, forms and information are on the way.
Please check your email for attachments and instructions. All paperwork should be
completed and fees paid by May 31st.

mailto:denafpc@gmail.com


As always, we will need the help of Youth and Adults at Vacation Bible School. We will
kick-off VBS with a church-wide event on Sunday, July 21st. The children will enjoy VBS
lessons, music, crafts and games from 9:00-11:30 AM on Monday through Wednesday.
There will also be a closing activity for VBS on Wednesday evening to which the church
and community are invited. Please invite friends and their children to join us.

Always Blessed by You,
Dena BradhamDena Bradham
Director of Christian Education

A Music MomentA Music Moment

“Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone
happy? Let them sing songs of praise.” (James 5:13 NIV)

Life is an uphill climb. For the believer, it truly goes up. No matter how
toilsome, the end result is up—heaven—forever in the presence of the
Lord Jesus Christ. However, the span of time between conception and
heaven is a perpetual vertical ascent in the noonday sun with combat

boots. It’s human to complain and to dread the journey. Call in the medics for relief,
psychologists for the emotional strain, and Facebook friends to share in the misery. All of
these are viable options for today’s weary traveler. Have you considered, O pilgrim..…
singing? Praying, yes. Complaining, absolutely. But singing….really?  

Perhaps it may seem odd to say, “Send in the choir!” You may be thinking, what is there
to sing about? How completely useless would a choir be for my problems? The basses
and tenors may not know how to fix the nagging situation at the office, but they are
singing about a Savior who understands and does know how to fix things. The altos and
sopranos may not know which way your new business should head, but they are singing
about Someone who is All-Knowing. 

Corporate singing in the church reminds the singer and the listener of Who God is and
what He has done. When we pause to sing or listen, we are forced into a rare stillness
that enables the heart to take in words, precepts, truths that may have been lost in the
maze of life. This past Choir Sunday, May 5, 2019, the congregation was reminded that
“All My Trials” are temporary. They will not last forever. The believers heard Mia Alvarez
sing about the solid Rock, Who is able to stand even when everything around is sinking
sand. Thus, the choir chimed in with a resounding refrain, “I Go to the Rock of my
Salvation, go to the Stone that the builders rejected….” The congregation heard the
familiar words of John Newton’s “Amazing Grace” with Chris Tomlin’s added chorus, “My
chains are gone, I’ve been set free.”  Again, God’s grace wins! The prisoner is
free. Finally, the congregation heard Dvorak’s “Going Home” with Joseph Martin’s added
touch of harmony in the anthem, “Sing Your Way Home.”

The tradition of singing multiple choir anthems on the first Sunday of May, affectionately
known as Choir Sunday, continues. What began with music director, Kathy Parker some
30 years ago is still a thriving worship experience for worshippers in 2019 at First
Presbyterian.

“In this life we are all just walking up the mountain and we can sing as we
climb, or we can complain about our sore feet. Whichever we choose we
still gotta do the hike. I decided a long time ago singing makes a lot more
sense.”  

So, sing onward and upward!



First Presbyterian Preschool

Wow! Where has another school year gone? There are just
a few weeks left but a lot is still happening in our preschool!

Mother’s Morning Out children are learning the color blue
and the shape of a diamond this month. They have enjoyed
making their butterfly crafts and their Mother’s Day art and
look forward to Ice Cream Day on the 23rd. They will have
Water Play on the last day of school. What fun!

May is busy for the 2 and 3 Day Classes. They are learning about Ocean Life, Kites, and
The Life Cycles of a Butterfly and Frog. They are reviewing shapes and numbers and
they made gifts for Mother’s Day. Self-control is the character trait for the month and
they look forward to their End of the Year parties on the 21st and 22nd.

The 5 Day Class had their end of the year trip to Animal Ed. Ventures on May 1st. This is
always a highlight for the year. They are enjoying “Commotion in the Ocean” activities,
learning about animals and insects, reviewing letters and numbers, and doing lots of
spring and summer activities. Their End of the Year Celebration will be May 23rd.

What a great year it has been and we are so grateful for our teachers and assistants
and the wonderful job they do with our children in this program. We wish for them a
wonderful and relaxing summer!

Session ReportSession Report

The Session’s stated meeting for May will be held Monday, May 20th, but a called
Session meeting was held on Sunday, May 5th, 2019 to discuss the renegotiation of our
church’s loan in wake of the Vision Project. The Session voted to go with a 10-year loan
at 4.5% from First Federal Bank, who offered by far the lowest rates.

This will reduce our annual payment from about $38,000 to around $15,000. This also
means we will be moving our congregation’s primary checking account from BB&T to
First Federal Bank in the coming months. The Session is grateful for everyone who felt
called to participate in the Vision Project, making this move possible.

Announcements
Graduate Recognition Sunday and Senior High Banquet
Graduate Recognition Sunday will be this Sunday, May 19th. Graduates are invited to
wear their regalia and to process in during worship. We’ll have Lemonade on the Lawn
after the service.

On the evening of May 19th, the Women of the Church will sponsor the Senior High
Banquet for our high school graduating seniors.

Montreat and Massanetta
Parents, don't forget that all forms and fees for Montreat and Massanetta are due to
Dena by May 31.



May 19: Graduate Recognition & Senior Banquet

May 20: Session Meeting

May 27: Memorial Day (Church Office Closed)

May 31: Last Day of Preschool

June 2: Men of the Church Meeting/Breakfast

June 2: Two Cents a Meal Offering

June 16: Father's Day

June 17 - 19: Children's Summer Fun

June 20 - 23: Massanetta Middle School Conference

June 25: Red Cross Blood Drive

Interested in upcoming events at First Presbyterian
Church? Be sure to check out our online calendar

on the church website! 

Lorie Allen
Charles Bailey

Clint Burns
Phillip Campbell

Embree Duffy
Keilah Goff

Faye Jackson

Sue Mason
Susan Pope-Opton

David Price
Mary Alice Reece
Rodney Stewart

Judy Suggs
Courtney & Wesley West

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fpcdunnoffice%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York


Nursery Attendants

May 19th
Jason & Morgan Colmenero

Paula Pope

May 26th
Travis & Amanda Strickland

Susan Hatley
Melissa Stevens

June 2nd
Andy & Meredith Wermel

Courtney & Meda Williams

June 9th
Brooke & Eric Collins

Tilghman & Paula Pope

June 16th
Ronnie & Katie Dickens

Russ & Gina Warren

June 23rd
Casey & Melissa Kerley

Billy & Lynn Godwin

Acolytes
May 19 - Carson Strickland

May 26 - Cole Stevens
June 2 - Nash Warren

June 9 - Sydney Bradham
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May 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

19 
9 am - Diaconate 
9:45 am - Sunday School 
11 am - Worship 
6 pm - Senior Banquet 

20 
 
6 pm - Session 
7 pm - Boy Scouts 
7 pm - Cub Scouts 
7 pm - PW Council 

21 
 
6:30 pm - Girl 
Scouts 

22 
 
6:45 am - Hebrew Study 
7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal 

23 
 
2 pm - Craft Circle 

24 
 
 

25 

26 
 
9:45 am - Sunday School 
11 am - Worship 
5 pm - Youth 

27    Memorial Day 
 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

28 
 
 

29 
 
6:45 am - Hebrew Study 
7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal 

30 
 
2 pm - Craft Circle 

31 
 
 

 

June 2019 
      1 

 

2 
8:30 am – Men of the 
Church 
9 am – Christian Ed 
9:45 am - Sunday School 
11 am - Worship 

3 
 

4 5 
 
6:45 am - Hebrew Study 

6 
 
2 pm - Craft Circle 

7 8 
 

9 
9 am – Discipleship 
Council 
9 am – Admin Council 
9:45 am - Sunday School 
11 am - Worship 

10 
 
6 pm - Facilities 

11 
 
5:15 pm - 
Worship 

12 
 
6:45 am - Hebrew Study 
1 pm – Preschool Council 

13 
 
12 pm – Finance Council 
2 pm - Craft Circle 

14 
 

15 
 

16  Father’s Day 
9:45 am - Sunday School 
11 am - Worship 

17 
 
6 pm - Session 

18 19 
 
6:45 am - Hebrew Study 
 

20 
 
2 pm - Craft Circle 
 

21 22 


