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A Community of Christians Serving God through Faith, Family,
Fellowship and Outreach.
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A Note From Our Pastor

What is a congregation for? What are we here to do? 

In our highly individualistic world, Christians have often
fallen into a trap: we like to say that Christianity is about
having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Faith,
we’ve come to think, is a private matter, and prayer is our
private connection between us and God. What you believe
and do and how you live is your business. 

But in truth, you can’t be a Christian on an island. Ever
since the days of Jesus himself, Christianity has been about living in community.
All the most important practices of our faith require us to walk alongside others
on our journey. The Lord’s Prayer starts with the word Our - it’s plural, which
means you can’t pray it by yourself. It has to be prayed in community. If we’re
going to serve our neighbors as one body of many members, we have to come
together with others. 

First Presbyterian Church, then, doesn’t exist because we believe we’ve got it
more right than anyone else. We exist so that people here in our community can
come together to practice following Christ. Everything we do at First Presbyterian
Church comes down to following Christ together in three different ways:

First we WORSHIP together. We gather every week to pray just as Jesus taught
us to pray: together. We share in the Lord’s Supper together. We open God’s
promises in scripture together. 

Second, we GROW together. We gather together to study our faith in Sunday
School, on Wednesday Nights, in our Youth Ministry and our JAM children’s
ministries, so that we can deepen our understanding of who God is and what
God is doing in our lives.

http://www.fpcdunn.com


Finally, we SERVE together. We offer the gifts and talents we have to one
another, to our neighbors, to our community and to our world in local service
projects, volunteer opportunities and mission trips.

We come together as a church because if we are to take following Christ
seriously, then we can’t do it on our own. We have to do it as part of a team. I am
thankful that God has called me to be a part of this team here at First
Presbyterian Church.

Hope to see you Sunday, and bring a friend.

Peace and Grace,

Rev. Howard Dudley

History of Bluff Presbyterian Church -

Last Wednesday, Rev. Meg Lindsay Dudley led a presentation about Old Bluff
and Bluff Presbyterian Church featuring a video from Mac Williams about the
history. If you are interested in purchasing the DVD ($15), Magazine ($12) or a
beautiful pen made from an old bluff tree ($15). You can order them from
www.bluffpc.org. The proceeds go to the Old Bluff Beautification project.  

A Music Mo me ntA Music Mo me nt

Forgiveness

Eric Smallridge had been drinking--not too unusual for a man in
his early twenties. Unfortunately, he chose to get into his
vehicle and drive while intoxicated. He collided with two 20-
year-olds, Meagan Napier and Lisa Dickson. Both girls died
instantly at the scene. Eric was convicted of DUI manslaughter
and sentenced to 22 years in prison. His scheduled release
date was 2022. With one bad decision, the lives of three young
people and their families were forever changed. Two young

girls were taken, and one young man was left to spend two decades of life
behind bars.  

The mother of Meagan Napier, Renee, was understandably grief-stricken at the
loss of her daughter. She began speaking to students about the dangers of drunk
driving. While this work was a noble one, Renee continued to be plagued by
intense anger at the young man who was responsible for her daughter’s
death. None of her well-crafted speeches took away the rage inside of her. Eric
was behind bars, but she was the prisoner. Bars of bitterness surrounded
her. She could not escape it. The only way out of this prison was to forgive
Eric. She asked to meet with him, and eventually she looked Eric in the eyes and
told him that she had forgiven him. He did not know how she could forgive him,
since he could not forgive himself. After a period of time, Renee wanted to do
more for Eric than just forgive him. She feared that staying behind bars for 22
years would mold a young impressionable man into a criminally-minded
adult. She went before the judge and asked for his sentence to be reduced. Eric
was released in 2012, ten years earlier than his expected release date. Now Eric
and Renee appear together for talks to teens about the real horrors of drinking
and driving.

http://www.bluffpc.org/


It was this story that inspired Matthew West to write the song, “Forgiveness.” All
three choir groups (K-2, Grades 3-5, and Youth) have been rehearsing the
“Forgiveness” song and reciting the theme verse: Be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, FORGIVING one another,
even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32  

West admits that it took two years for him to complete this song, because true
forgiveness is so difficult to live out in the real Monday-morning world with real,
annoying, and hurtful people. So he wrote the chorus as a prayer, “Show me how
to love the unlovable...reach the unreachable...help me now to do the impossible,
forgiveness.” [Forgiveness] is the hardest thing to give away and it’s the last thing
on your mind today. It always goes to those who don’t deserve. It’s the opposite
of how you feel when the pain they caused is just too real, takes everything you
have to say the word… It flies in the face of all your pride. It moves away the
mad inside... even when the jury and judge say you’ve got a right to hold a
grudge. It’s the whisper in your ear saying, “set it free.” --Matthew West

Forgiveness is freedom--freedom from hate and bitterness for the victim, and
freedom from sin and guilt for the offender. What a cleansing agent is
forgiveness! As Christ has made us clean by his sacrifice and forgiveness, may
you grant a clean slate to another who is just as undeserving.

1 John 3:1 
See what love the Father has given us,

that we should be called children of God.

JAM Kids and JAM Jrs may not be old enough for
Confirmation yet, but hopefully when the day comes for
them to make that journey with Pastor Howard, they will be
prepared. I am pulling from many resources to build a multi-
year curriculum that I hope will carry the Children from
Kindergarten to Confirmation. One resource is the book, 100
Things Every Child Should Know Before Confirmation, by
Rebecca Kirkpatrick which provides an overview of one
hundred essential topics for the Christian education of
children and suggestions for how educators and parents can
explore each item with their children. It covers the key stories
in the Old and New Testaments, worship practices, and how
Christians relate to one another and to the world. We are
also learning a children’s catechism from a book and on-line
source called Belonging to God: A First Catechism. We are
supplementing the lessons with a study of Bible skills



and basics, Bible Memory Verses, the names of the disciples,
The Lord’s Prayer, The Apostle’s Creed, the liturgical colors
and calendar, etc. Lots of crafts, videos, songs and games are
embedded into our program to help reinforce what we learn.

Question #1: Who are you?
Answer: I am a child of God
Bible Verse: 1 John 3:1 See what love the Father has given us,
that we should be called children of God. 

Question #2: What does it mean to be a child of God?
Answer: That I belong to God, who loves me.
Bible Verse: 1 Cor 3:23 You belong to Christ, and Christ
belongs to God.

Question #3: What makes you a child of God?
Answer: God’s free gift of love that I do not deserve and
cannot earn.
Bible Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 8 I mean that you have been
saved by grace because you believe. You did not save
yourselves. It was a gift from God. 9 You cannot brag that
you are saved by the work you have done.

The Youth have been busy with Confirmation, Fellowship and
Service Projects. They’ve claimed their space by painting the
wall of the youth room, enjoyed lawn games and putt-putt,
but they’ve also had a serious discussion night about how to
deal with tragedy, trauma and loss. Most recently, they made
No-Sew blankets and treat cups which they delivered while
on a visit to Senior Citizens’ Village.

On October 15th, the Senior Highs will hike at Raven Rock
immediately after worship. Our next service project will be on
Saturday, October 21st as we go to the YAM JAM, where we
will glean a sweet potato field with Society of St. Andrews.
Their program called Gleaning America’s Fields-Feeding
America’s Hungry enlists the help of others (often youth) to
harvest the remnants of food crops at local farms.

Leviticus 23:22 And when ye reap the harvest of your land,
thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners of thy
field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any
gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto the
poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God. (KJV)



From the Weekday School
 
A new year has started in the Weekday School! There
has been much excitement as the teachers have
welcomed new students and gone through the
adjustments of a new year. All has gone well as
teachers and students get into the new routine of
another year.

The 5 Day Program has welcomed 14 new students and started the year learning about
Friendship, the colors red, yellow, and green, and the letters “A”, “S”, and “R”. They are
studying about the “Amazing Apple” and the five senses.

The 3 Day Program has welcomed 14 new students and there are 11 students in the 2 Day
Class. They have started the year with the letters “A”, “B”, and “C” and the color
red. They have studied about Johnny Appleseed and had fun with apple tastings.

Mother’s Morning Out is adjusting to new students in their Monday-Wednesday and
Tuesday-Thursday classes. After an initial week of many children adjusting to being away
from mommy for the first time, they are settling in and enjoying several “God Made Me”
activities. They are enjoying learning about the shape of a circle and the color
purple. They have shared family pictures during “Show & Tell” time.

It’s great to hear the noise of young children in the building again during the week!

Are you new to First Presbyterian Church of Dunn? Interested in learning more about what we
believe, what we do, and how our church works? Consider joining us for our New to the Church

Class, during Sunday School starting October 15th!



October 14, 2017 at 9:00 am
Tart Park - Dunn, NC

Registration begins at 8:30 am
Registration Fee - $25.00

All proceeds will go directly to local cancer patients in need through
Friends Fighting Cancer, Inc.



Announcements

NEW WEBSITE!

We are very excited to announce our new website for
First Presbyterian Church!

Come explore how you can WORSHIP, GROW and SERVE with us, and
other ways you can get connected with our church. Also, you can now

give online at FPCDunn.org
Join us at www.fpcdunn.org!

(Special thanks to Gerald Hatley for his work with Rev. Dudley in setting
up our new website!)

Give online to First Presbyterian Church! Just follow this link:

https://onrealm.org/fpcdunn/Give

http://fpcdunn.org/
http://www.fpcdunn.com/
http://www.fpcdunn.com/
http://www.fpcdunn.com/
https://onrealm.org/fpcdunn/Give


Shoes For Local Children

We are currently collecting donations to provide
shoes and socks to underprivileged students in our
local schools. Please consider contributing to this
worthy cause and use the envelopes in the weekly
bulletin to send your donations. Morgan Colmenero
is coordinating with counselors and social workers at Harnett Primary,
Wayne Avenue, Dunn Middle, and Triton to identify students in need.
Deacons and school staff will take students on October 27th.

Operation Christmas Child ShoeboxeOperation Christmas Child Shoeboxess
Boxes are available if you would like to pack a shoe
box for Operation Christmas Child. Visit
samaritanspurse.org/occ for more information. You
can bring your completed shoe boxes to the church
office. Happy packing!

http://samaritanspurse.org/occ


John & Brenda Tucker are pleased to announce the marriage of their daughter, Meredith Tucker to
Jeffrey Lee on June, 17, 2017 in Fayetteville, NC. Meredith is also the granddaughter of Mrs. Margie
McDuffie.

June and Richard Green are pleased to announce the marriage of their son Ma hew Green to Kayla
Carr on September 30th at the Double C Ranch in Coats. The wedding was performed by the
Reverend Meg Dudley. Ma hew is employed by Wayne Memorial Hospital in Goldsboro as a
MRI/CT Technologist and is a student at Pi  Tech obtaining a degree in Radiation Therapy. Kayla is
a graduate student at ECU obtaining a MA in History and plans to continue her teaching career
after graduation. The couple currently reside in Greenville, NC.

Nick & Jeanne McDuffie would like to announce the marriage of their son, Jason McDuffie to
Elizabeth Rosales on October 7, 2017 in Bethesda, MD. Nick is also the grandson of Mrs. Margie
McDuffie.



Prayer Concerns

Roger Anderson
Amy Bass
Doris Carr

Hazel Godwin
Mike Godwin

Jim Green
Joan McDuffie Harmon

Brenda Hockaday
Ed Lewis

Linda McCaskill
Butch Raynor
Steve Watson

Oc to b e r BirthdaysOc to b e r Birthdays

Charlene Lee                  2
Jack Jackson                   3
Russ Warren                    4
Callie Harper                  4
Kathy Hatley                  12
Barbara Bax                   13
Gina Warren                    13
Patsy Powell                    14
Chuck Robinson            19
Mia Johnson                    19
Anne Johnson                19
John Willoughby             23
Gloria Davis                     24

Chris Goff                        26
Cora Sue Beasley        27
West Stanley                   27
Clem Medley                   29
Daniel Goff                      31

Nursery Attendants

October 15
Jason & Morgan Colmenero

Tilghman & Paula Pope

October 22
Melissa Stevens

Susan Hatley

October 29
Travis Strickland & Amanda Norris

Will & Mary Gage

November 5
Courtney & Meda Williams

Russ & Gina Warren

November 12
Kevin & Amanda Allen
Billy & Lynn Godwin

Acolytes
October 15 - Palmer Foster
October 22 - Madison Hales

October 29 - Charlotte Johnson
November 5 - Austin Morgan
November 12 - West Stanley

Deacon Greeters (October)
Natalie Turner
Kevin Allen

Anne Johnson

Elders at the Door
October 15 - Ryan Taylor
October 22 - Rob Kelly

October 29 - Ryan Taylor
November 5 - Lisa Fitchett
November 12 - Rob Kelly
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